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READER. 


Courteous Reader, 
HOQU art here viſtted by 4 poor 


Orphan, whoſe true Parent was 
overtaken with the Days of Darkneſs 
before it ſelf comes to ſee the Light 
' but notwithſtanding tis of truly Honour- 
able and Pinus ExtraF, and therefore, 
tho a Stranger, yet is worthy of thine 
Enter:ainm2nt. JF thou haſt had the 
Happineſs of Acquaintance with the true 
Parent of this ſmall Poſthumous Treatiſe z 
if thau haſt had a taſte of his Gift and 
Spirit ſo every way Profitable, Exem- 
plary, and, Ornamental unto that high 
Þ Station that He was placed in, end the 
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L The Preface 
Charaer that He did bear in the: 
Church; if thou haſt at any time ſate ' 
under His Powerful Searching, and Þ 
Fruitfiul Miniſtry, .and thy Soul been * 

fed ” refreſhed from His Lips; 1 
perſmade my ſelf that no more needs ts 
be added for the recommending of this 
ſmall Treatiſe unto thine Acceptation 
and Peruſal, than- only to aſſure thee 
that it is the Genuine and Legitimate 
Off Jpring of Him whoſe Name it bears. 
It 'is indeed a great Diſadvantage 'that * 
it muit want an Education becoming | 
its Extra ; and that the more curigus 
and exai3 Hand of its own Author ,could 
not dreſs and fit it up for publick View 3 | 
but this may rather beget in thee Comnn:- | 
{eration than Diſdain. It js a common 
Calamity, and publick, Loſs,. that the Y 
Prophets cannot live for ever. But # 
it is no ſmall Comfort under that Cala-" q 
mity, that we may have the ſpeaking # 


gies | Poema eſt Pictura loquens |} 3 


4 Flom Prophets, to preſerve them in our Þþ 
membrance after their Diſanimation, .- 


alths the” Sculpture be rough, and many Kt: 
the. ines. leſs exaZ, by reaſon of the Þ.. 
skelfulneſs, of the Hand that drew $$: 


o . 4 
% wv 

1 _ n |, 

ow. 


hem, This * our; eſe. 7 in the Matter 


£4, Op, 6 us a . CIOS 
bh ; 4 ». 4 '- pn «, = 
8 F ; 2_ y 


4 to the Reader. 
before us : The Reverend Author 3s. re- 
moved from our View, and cloathed upon 
1 Þ with Inviſibility, get mayeſt thou ſee ma- 
$ 77 of the lively L ines of his Spirit and 
] Þ Complexion in this ſmall Sculpture, altho' 
not without ſome Slips, and rougher 


O © Strokes, that may have eſcaped the un- 
1» Þ -A!fnl Pencil. But it is hoped that thou 
> Þ wilt readily excuſe theſe, and thank ful- 
 & > accept the other. 


| Ifhall add aWord unto thoſe into whoſe 
+ Þ Hands this little Book may come, who 
$ have never known the Perſon, nor it 
may be heard of the Name of the Reve- 
« rend Author. There are, amongſt the 
different Tempers and Diſpoſ tions ' of 
| Chriſtians at this Day, many that are, of 
itching Ears Cariows and critical, that 
' will account no Books worth their. read- 
ing. but ſuch as* are filled with high 
T. Flights: and Strains of Mens Wiſdom ; 
-- will eſteem no Lines ſtrong 'aut. cogent, 
” but ſuch as can furnt them with Variety 
' of new 'aud. quaint Notions, and are 
's made up of \reaſured Femtences, and 
- decent AN. of exquiſite Contri- - 
© 2ance, and. artificial Compoſure. AA. Is 
LE: this be thy Genize and Tepe 
=: oe apeifetions in read 


Cial Direion, Divine Bleſſing, and Art 
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this Book, ceaſe thy further Labour : 
For the Deſizn 4 it is not to tickle the 
Ears, and gratifie the Fancies of the Cu- 
rious, but to edifie the Souls of the Seri- 
ous z to awaken the Conſciences of careleſs 
and unprofitable Chriſtians, and to quicken 


all unto a more ſuitable Eruitfulneſs and | 


conernons Deportment under their reſpe- 
Five Goſpel Priviledces. The great End 
and Deſien of tkis Work is, that thoſe 
that are advanced high in point of Spi- 
ritual Enjoyments, might be quickened 
and ſtirred up unto ſome anſwerable [11- 
provement :; that thaſe that have a Room 
#ff.rded them in [ the J inezard ] the 
Church, that are planted in that fat and 

witful Soil, might not ſtand barren, 
and take up Room to mo purpoſe, as 


Ground-Cumberers. But if thou de-_ 


frreit to have thy Conſcience awakened, 
and thy Soul profited, rather than thy 
Fancy pleaſed, real on, and thou ſha!t 
have my Prager to the God of all Grace 
that his Bleſſing may ſucceed thy read- 
ing ; that the ſame good Effet may in 
fome degree accompany the Preſs, that 
[ believe ever did attend the preachins 
of the Reverend Anthor who by a ſpe- 


to the Reader. 


not to be imitated by others, always 
found an eaſte Acceſs into the Boſors 
of his Auditory. lea, I am fully per- 
ſwaded (C my ſelf having been ſo often 
an Eye-witneſs ) that he never preached 
a Sermon but what did plentifully warn 
the Hearts, and moiſten the Faces of 
thoſe that heard him. He was indeed 
richly furniſhed with all natural and ac- 
quired Endowments, qualifying hint for 
that high and honourable Work, but 
eſpecially he was eminent in Graces and 
Holineſs, and in Humility ſineulax. 
K now/edge, and Onderſtanding, and 
Wiſdom, and an excellent Spirit, was 
ound in hin. He was a Scribe well 
inſtrufed : an Interpreter, one of a Thou- 
ſand ; a Workman, that needed not to be 
aſhamed unto whim a Place was due 
amonait the firif Rank of Worthies. 
But tho' he was qualified for the mot 
illuminated and polite Part of the Nati- * 
0n, yet he accommodated himſelf unto the 
darker Corner where he dwelt. -And 
therefore ſometimes thou mayeit poſſibly 
meet with here and there a particular 
Werd or Phraſe, that is more peculiar 


 wnto that part of the Country, which he 


retained in Condeſcenſion to his vulgar 
A 4 Hearers :__ 
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 Heavers : For he we 
a6 nt to render it | 
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| Reader, If thow' cant excuſe tid. 
cover with' a Maitle of Charity 'what is 
leſs to thy liking, 'as:the Trootunitary Fai- | 
lures of the ſecond} Hand; there | is © 
much wr, the ſame” Anthor not leſs 
deſired. However, that the Bleſſing of 
God may ſo «accompany what is here writ- © 
ten, as to render it both grateful and 
Profitable unto © thee', is the' Hearty 
Defire and Prayer of © 


a -” 


Thy true;Friend, _ 
: fra Pl 


and Soul's Well-wiſher, 


4 4 — 
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$3: (6 Luke 13.6, 7, 8, 9- 
F i: poke alſo this Parable : A certain Man 
F had « Fig-Free planted in bis Vineyard, 
F - and he came and ſought Fruit thereon, 
and found none. Then ſaid-be untothe 
dreſſer of bis' Vineyard, Bebold, theſe three 
Tears I come ſeeking. Fruit on this Fig- 
tree, and find none : cut it down, - why 
cumbereth it the Ground ©. And be an- 
ſwering, ſaid unto him, Lord, let tt 
alone this Tear alſo, till I ſhall dig| about 
it, and dung it: And if it bear Fruat; 
well: and if not, then after that tho 
ſhalt cut it down. Ke 

N the Five firſt Verſes of this Chap- 

ter, our Saviour, from the Example of 

I & the Galileans , and thoſe Perſons, 

whoſe Blood Pate mingled with their 
Sacrifices, preaches the Neceflity ,of; Re- \ 
pentance to the Jews : Telling than, |that _ 4. 

except ye repent, ye ſhall all HE PE: Þ, 
1h," And wn the Four nggxt Verſes: WY Oh. 
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" The Barren Fig-Tree. 


ther illuſtrates it by this Parab/e, wherein, 
by an apr Similitude, he ſers before their 
Eyes the fad and fatal End that is cominz 
on Impenitent and Unprofitable Perſons. |} Ma 
The. main Scope of the Parable is, to | un 
ſet out Four Things. 1. The Lord's Kind- | of | 
neſs tewards this People. '2. The Unkind+ Þ Th 
neſs and Barrenneſls of them. 23. The } an 
Lord's Long -ſuftering oft-times towards -| th, 
them. 3. The Judgments that was com: 
ing, and would inevitably fall on them, if } Cl 
not prevented by better Fruit. T 
This is the Scope of the Parable. And 
as our Saviour in this ſers forth the State | ir 
and Condition of that People before them, | P 
ſo in the Parable (as in a Glaſs) we may | vy 
q 

\ 

) 


foreſet> and read the Fare of Natrons, 
Churches, Families and Perſons, whocon- 
tinue Barren and Unprojfutable under the 
Goſpel. 
. In it we may take notice of theſe Six 
Thins. 

FirRt,What zt zs that ourSaviour reſembles 
them unto, (Viz.) a Fig tree, v. 6. A Fig- 
tree is a Uſeful, a Fruit bearing Tree. The 
Naturalifts obſerve of it, thar it's ſeldom 
barren, bur is bearing Bloſſoms, youpg 
green Fruit, and ripe Fruit, all the Year 
fucceeding one another. In thoſe hot-and 
Eaſtern Countries they are fo uſeful, both 
in regard of the, 1. Commodity of Sha- 
dow, havinz a very broad Leat, yeilding 
2 cool-and pleaſant Shade. 2. And ry 
NE | Q 
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The Barren Fig-Iree. 
pf Fruit, that People lived under them, 
,- Fhad a great part of their Livelihood out 

5 fot them. And hence the Phraſe of, Every 
* [Man dwelling ſafely under bis Vine, and 1 Kings 4. 
tO under bis Fig-Iree.—Adnd eat ye every one 25: 
d. of bzs Vine, and every one of his Fig-Tree — Ihayz6.16. 
d: They ſhall ſit every Man under his Vine, 
1 } and under bis Fig-Tree, and none ſhall make 
IS -Þ them afraid. 
L; Obſerve 1. That Perſons Hoing in the 
t | Church are reſembled to Fruit-bearing 
Trees. 
| Here you ſee, to the Fig-Iree; and fo 
in other Places, to the V:ne, the O/rve, the 
| Palm-Trees. This may {hew us, 1. What 
we {ſhould be, viz. Fruit bearing Perſons, 
2. What God expects of us, viz. That 
we bear Fruit, 2. VWhat thoſe are who 
are what they ſhould be. They are Fraz- 
ful; Fruit-bearing Perſons. The Sap of 
their Religion runs nor all out into the 
T eaves of a ſpecious Profettion, but up 
into ſweer, and ſolid Fruits of Holineſs 
and Righteouſneſs. — To appoint unto them Uay 51. 3. 
that mourn in Lion, to give unto them 
Beauty for Aſhes, the Oil of Fey for mourn- 
| 17g, the Garment of Praiſe for the Spirit 

of Heavineſs : That they might be called 

Trees of Righteenſneſs, the planting of 

the Lord, that he might be glorified. — Pal. 1. 3. 

He' ſhall be like a Tree planted by the Ri- 
wer of Water, that bringetb forth Eruit in 7 
- bs Seaſon, his Leaf. ſhall not ang" Jer. 17.8. ' 
| | A 4 
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* > The Barren Fie-Iree. 
He ſhall be like a Tree planted by the Wa 
ters, and ſpreadeth out her Roots by the 
 Rrver, and ſhall not ſee when Heat com 
" '-erÞ; but ber Leaf-ſhail be green, and hall 
'** mot be careful in the Year of Drought, nei 


” Wo wo 
py 7,4 


- ther ſhall ceaſe from yeilding Fruit. 4. TOYCul 
7 1nquire- who, and what we-are ? I'm aFpru 
Tree: O! but what a kind of Tree? - Am} tha 


I a green, or a diy Tree? Am- I a Fig-$1 

Tree, and a fruittul Fig-Tree 2 Or am not Þ ha 

I a Bramble; a-Briar, a Thorn, a barren F or] 

Fig-Tree, that bears no Fruit? fit 
Secondly, Where this Tree was planted? F di 

In the Vineyard;v.6. It was not a Tree ofthe F, F; 

Wood, or Wilderneſs, but of the Vineyatd; $ 

ſeated and growing there: This was its 4 

Priviledge above other Trees, that it hada F x 

Room and Place in the Vineyard, and a--F + 

mong the Trees of the Vineyard. oF ( 
Obſerve 1. That zt's a great Priviledge Þ} * 

ro Perſons to be planted, and have a Place 

within the Church, and among the People of 

& . . God. This was the Privi/edge of this: 

&'* © People, that they were placed within the 

2 Vrneyard, not in the Wood; among the ; 

Trees off the Vineyard, not among thoſe of 

the Forreſt. Sol ſay, that it is @ great - 

| Priviledge to. Perſons to be planted,-.and 

* - Have a Place'in the Church, and among 

ox - --* the: People of God: th he's; 1. 

© + My Beloved, Trees 
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The Barren Fig-Tree. 132 
Martake not on of. AS. 1. "They are un-: F is 
D; fer the Eye and Care of the Keeper, and 
WDrefler of rhe Vineyard. 2. They are ſeat- 
[Std in a fat and 'good Soyl. 3. Secured . 

with a ſtrong Fence. 4. Plied with a good bj 
FCulture. The Dreſſer takes great Pains, in » 
pruning, digging, and dunging about them, 
4 that they may bear Fruit. And as Trees 
in Vineyards, ſo Perſons in the Church 
have many Priviledges and Benefits that 
NF others are deprived of.- As, 1. The Bene- 
© F fit of enjoying the Goſpel, and Goſpel-Or- 
©Þ dinances. 2. The Labours and Pains of 
* F. Faithful Miniſters. 23. The Prayers, Coun- 
= 
? 


* ſel, and Examples of the Servants of God. 
4. Happy Occafions aud Opportunities of 
partaking of. the good * Things of God. 
5. Many outward 'and common Merties: 
Cham was ſavet-in the Ark tor Noah's take. 
They are preſerved inthe Field (the Church) 
for the Whear's ſake. See then, 

Firft, Our Priviledge in this, that we are 
placed at this Day in the Vineyard; when 
many poor ' Families, yea, great Towns, 
nay, mighty Nations and Kingdoms of 
People, lye without the Pale, and in a 
Wilderneſs, O Sirs, this is a Mercy, that 
has many Mercies- folded - up in it!:' A 
Mercy that is fallen to our Lot ;. not by 
Caſualty and Accidence, but by the Gmaci- v 
ous diſpoling Hand of God, who hath made 3% 17;."2 
of one Blood al? Nations: of 'Men, : forto **:. 8 

dwell on all the Ence- of! the... Earth, and - 3% 
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hath determined the Times before appoin- 
ted, and the Bounds of their Habitation. 

Secondly, What Cauſe we have to bleſs 
Godfor his Goodneſs in this Behalf, thar 
when his Vineyard takes but a little Nook 
and Corner of the World, He has given us 
a Room therein, when Thouſands and Ten 
Thouſands are thruſt into the wide and 
wild Wilderneſs of Paganiſm, Turkiſmm, 
and Popery. 

Thirdly, What Engagement we have on 
us to improve our Priviledges; and be as 
Trees of the Vineyard, not of the Forreſt. 
| O live up to your Priviledges, ard /et your 
- Phil. 1.27. Converſation be as 1t becometh the Goſpel 
of Chriſt, —ftanding faſt in one Spirit, with 
one Mind, ftriving together for the Faith 
of the Goſpel. You are planted in the 
Vineyard, and God of Heaven expects more 
of you than others, as you may further 
ſee in the third Particular. 

Thirdly, What the Lord expefed from 
this Fig-Tree, thus planted in the Vineyard, 
viz. Fruit, v. 6. He came, and ſought Fruit 
thereon. He /ooked, not to find this Tree 
that was thus advantageoully planted, like 
a Tree in the Wood, 7. e. bare and empty, 
but laden with Fruit. He came and ſought 
Fruit thereon. 

1. Obſerve, That the Lord comes into 
his Vineyard, to obſerve the State of the 
Trees that grow therein. He's here reſem- 
bled to a Man, . coming into his Vineyard, 
to 


_—— 
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Jto ſee the Trees that grow there, whether 


they be fruitful or barren. So (Sirs) the 
Lord is in his Church, and takes notice 
of every Perſon therein. 1. What Uſe, 
what Improvement they make of their Pri- 
viledges, and his Betruftments. 2. How 
they carry it towards him. 3. What they 
do from Year to Year. 4, Who are fruit- 
ful, and who are barren. There's not a 
Tree in all the Vineyard, but he has an 
Eye upon ir, and knows it more exaCtly 
than you do any Tree in all your Orchard. 
O think on the Eye of God that follows 
you to and from Ordinances : When you go 
to Means, think God is now ſaying, Vero : 
And when you are under them, think he's 
ſaying, Venz, Tm come to ſeek Fruit, and 
all the Week long think of this, that he's 
coming to ſeek Fruit. And, O remember, 
Sirs, that you cannot be in any corner of 
the Vineyard, but it you be barren, he'll 
ſoon find you our. 
Obſerve 2. That where the Lord af- 


So 
firſt 


fords great Enjoyments, there he looks for 
an{werable Improvements. He had brought 
the Fig-Tree into the Vineyard, and now 
comes to look for Fruit thereon. He brought 


It not thither to ſtand uſeleſs, or only to 


take up room, and make one among the 
reſt of the Trees, but to yeild him Fruit, 
Sirs, this is God Expectation when he 
takes and puts us under fair Advan- 
tages: He comes in the next place —_ 
the 
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an bad 
Then came | the firſt, 62 
Pound hath gained Ten Pounds And 


Jaid' unto bim, Well done; Thok. 


wery little,' have thou Authority 'over Ten 


Gities,— And- the ſecond; came, ſaying, | 
: Cord, thy;Pound. bath gained Five Pounds, | 
And be fad lifeenſe to 'bjz, Be thou alſo 


ne” Foe: Citzes.: | And another came, fa Wa 
; Lord, hebold, here ts thy Pound which: 


L ihgve hepr laid up. th a Napkin : For 1} 
i; thou. art an Auftere? 


ned.thee; bec 
Naz. You Lake up: that thou laid'jt nots 


down 
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town, and reapeſt that thou didſt not ſow. 
And he ſaith unto him, Out of thine own 
Mouth will I judge thee, thou wicked Ser- 
want: Thou _ that I was an auſtere 
Man, taking up that I laid not down, and 
reaping that I did not ſow. Wherefore then 
gaveſt not thou my Money into the Bank, 
that at my coming I might have required 
mine own with Uſury? And be ſaid unto 
them that ſtood by, Take from him the 
Pound, and give it to him that bath Ten 
Pounds. —For I ſay unto you, I hat unto every 
ne which hath, ſhall be grven, and from 
wm that bath not, even that he hath ſhall 
be taken away from him. Rev.2.21. I gave 
ber ſpace to repent of ber Fornication, and 
be repented not. 

1. Our Enjoyments bring Engagements 
long with them to our Hand; Sirs, let's 
think of this : We have great Betruſtments, 
and they are laying us under great Engage- 
ments. 
| 2, What the Lord is looking for from 
ps: We have great Enjoyments, and God 
bas great Expectations. He looks for an- 
Iwerable Improvements at our Hands. O 
virs ! the Lord looks for more of us than 
dthers ; more of us than Pagans, than Turks, 
han thoſe ithat live in dark and obſcure 

orners, where there is little Light of the 
goſpel ; more of us than of our Fore fa- 
hers, who wanted many of thoſe Means 
id Helps that we have. Whatevet our 
Wi B Improve- 
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Ctice of many in this Age, They 


The Barren Fig-Tree. 
Improvements are, God's Expettations arq | 
great from us. | 

3. What need we have to improve what ; 
God puts into our Hand: He looks for } 
great Improvements, and you ſee he'll come 
to ſee how we improve; and how wi 
we anſwer it, it he find not this, or bea 
the cutting down that will come after ? 

3. Obſerve, That it's not a bare poſſe} 
on of Church-priviledges, and a fair pro- 
teflion of Religion that will ſerve us. It 
was not Leaves that he came to ſeek for 
but Fruit, on the Fig-tree: If Leave 
would have ſerved, why here were Hair] ;{ 
Green ſpreading Leaves. that made a goodly| x: 
{hew, and gave a eteat ſhadow; Ay, but this] þ 
was not it,it was Frait, Fruit that he ſought. 
So, my Beloved, they are not the Leaves of 
a Profeii:on, how broad and fair ſoeverf 
that will ferve ovr Turns, or that 
wecan put God oft with ; but Fruits: As 
Sobricty, Righteouſneſs, Godlinels, Juſtice, 
Equity, Truth, Faithfulneſs, Mercy, & 
He hath ſhewed thee, O Man, what 7s good ; 
and what doth the Lord require of thee, but 
to do juſtly, fand to Iove: Mercy, and 10 
walk humbly with thy God? —Teaching 6, 
that denying Ungod/ineſs and Worldly Lifts, 
we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, and god- 
ly in this preſent World. 

1. Take heed of reſting in a Profefſion; 
of Religion, without an anſ{werable Con- 
verſation, This, Sirs, hath been the Pra-F 
have} 
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The Barren Fig-Iree. 
ard put on very ſpecious Profetſhions, and been 
high in them above others, but low, as low 
hat} in their Converſation as others. Bur, O 
to beware of this, this will not do: Areyou 
mel pleaſed, Sirs, when your Fruit Trees bring 
v1 you a fair fight of Leaves from Year to 
all Year, but no Fruit ? Does this content you ? 
| Why, and do you think that God will be 
MH pleaſed if you bring forth no Fruit, but 
0 only Leaves? He'll nor, hell not: His great 
Id Inquiry is for Fruit. Here is a fair, a 
tor, lovely Tree; O! but where's the Fruit ? 
VE I find nothing but Leaveson it. O! beware, 
ial if God find you thus, left he do by you, 
diy] as he did by the Fig tree, Mat. 21. 19. 
thif He curſed it, 1. In Teſt!monum, to ſhew 
Sht] his Deity. 2. In Typun, toſhew the end 
S Ol of an empty Profeljion. 
vel} 2. Take heed of matching a Profeſſion 
bat] and finful Prattice together. This was the 
A Caſe of the Zews of old, © ( Fer. 7. 9, IO. 
1CC] 11/717 ye ſteal, murder, and commit Adulte- 
os ry, and ſwear falſly, and burn Incenſe un- 
od to Baal, and walk after other gods, whom 
but ye know not; And come and ſtand before 
' Vol'me in this Houſe, which is called by my 
#5} Name, and ſay, We are delivered to do alt 
150 theſe Abominations *) And too many in 
200-211 times have made fair Profeffions to 
ſerve only as Covers for. foul Actions. 
100} For, my beloved, if Leaves withour Fruit 
NJ will not do, then Leaves with bad Fruits 
T14-F will doill. O look to it! It will be fad, 
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The Barren Fig-1ree. 
when God comes to a goodly Tree, ſeek- 
ing Fruit thereon, if, inſtead of finding 
Fruit, when he begins to turn up the 
Leaves, he find Exceſs and Drunkenneſs 
under one, Oppreffion and Violence under 


another, Deceit and Guile under another, 


and Backbiting and Slanders under the reſt, 
For if Leaves will not do, then Leaves and 
ſuch Cluſters of wild Figs will not do. 

4. You have ſeen what the Lord expett- 
ed from this Fig-tree, v:z. Fruit. 

We paſs now to the Fourth, viz. What 
God met with in this Fig-tree, that was 
thus planted? And that was a Diſappoint- 
ment, v. 6. He came, and fought Fruit 
thereon, and found none. It was an emp- 
ty Tree, a barren Tree. He might carry 
away his Basket, as empty from it, as he 
brought it to it; for here was no Fruit to 
be had. 

1. Obſerve, That a People, who have 
great Betraſtments, and are honoured with 
rich Priviledges, oftentimes proves barren 
and unprofitable under them. It was thus 
here. This Tree (ſhadowing this People) 
might as well (for any Fruit that was up- 


on it ) have grown in the Wood, as in the 


Vineyard. They had many Priviledpes, 
much laid out on *em, but were no berter 
than thoſe who had nothing. Iſrael waz 


an empty Vine. — What could I have done | 
more to my Vineyard, that I have not. done | 


in it? Wherefore when I looked that it 
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pould bring forth Grapes, brought it forth 
wild Grapes? And our blefled Saviour 


denounces a Wo. Wo wmo thee Chorazin, Marth.-1r. 3 


wo #nto thee Bethſaida : for if the mighty ?** 
Works which were done in you had been done 


1:2 Tyre and Sidon, they would have repen- 
ted long geo in Sackclath and Afhes.— Foy Heb. 6,7,8. 


the Egrth which drinketh in the Rain that 
cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth Herbs 
meet for them by whom it is dreſſed, re- 
cerveth Bleſſing from God. But that which 
beareth Thorns and Briars, is rejetted, and 
is nigh unto curſing, whoſe end is to be 
burned, Thus you ſee, that the People of 
the 7erws, who were honoured with great 
and rich Priviledges, above all others, yes 
they notwithſtanding proved barren and 
unfruitful. And is not this Truth fulfilled 
this Day in our Eyes? Have we not many 
of theſe Trees, many Vineyard- Trees, that 
have no Fruit on them ; that have grown 
many Years in the Vineyard, but might as 
well have been all the while in the Wood, 
for any Fruit they have born? They have 
been rained on Year after Year, digged about 
and pruned; and God may ſay of them, 
what could have been done more to them, 
that I have not done, and yet I find no 
Fruit. Alas! are not many as grolly igno- 
rant, as if they had never fate under the 


| Goſpel; as Earthly, as if they had never 


heard of Heaven; as e_—_—_ Fruth, Ho- 
neſty and Equity bw Im lings,: as if 
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they had been been trained up ameng the 
worſt of Heathens? May not one find as 
much Humanity, Morality, Civility, Equi- 
ty, Sobriety, Chaſtiry, £c, even among 
the Pagans, as is to be found in many Chrt- 
ſtians in this Age? Alas! alas! the Vine- 
yard is thronged and crowded, from Side 
to Side, with empty, fruitleſs, dry Trees; 
there's 7antum non,not one, but many of theie, 
And the Vineyard is turn'd into a Forreſt, 

Let us, (Sirs) confider with our ſelves. 
Wes have had great Enjoyments, and high 
Priviledges, but how have we improved 
them? What have we proved under them? 
Are we not barren ? 1 fear, if God ſhuuld 
{et a Mark upon every fruitleſs Tree in his 
Vineyard, there's but few of us were like 
to go away without our Mark. 

2. Obſerve, That ſuch barren People fru- 
{trate tothemſelves theLord's Lay ings out on 
on them, and diſappoint his Expectations 
from them. Thus here, they had no 
Good by Vineyard Priviledges ; he had no 
Vineyard Fruit from them. They might 
as well have been quite out of the Vine- 
yard, in regard of any Saving Good to 
their Souls. by being in it: And he might as 
well have ſet them in a dry Ground, in re- 
gard of any Service they did him. And 
thus it's ſtill concerning barren People : 
The Lord may complain of them, as Da- 
vid did of Nabal's Flocks; Surely in vain | 
bave 1 kept all that this Fellow hath in the 
Ry RPMI IEED NY Wilder- 
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the Wilderneſs, ſo that nothing was miſſed of 
as} al! that pertain'd unto him, and he hath 
ui-J requited me Evil for Good. Bo in vain 
ng || have I, 1. Planted them in my Vineyard; 
ri- | 2. Sent my Vine-dreffer to them; 3. In 
1e- | vain havel watred and digged about them ; 
de || 4. Betruſted them with ſo many Sabbaths, 
S; | Sermons,Ordinances and Advantages : All's 
ie. | loſt, I have no Glory, they have no Good. 
t. | I come ſeeking Fruit, and find none. 
'S. 1. How. fad it is to be a barren Tree in 
7h | God's Vineyard: An unprofitable Perſon in 
2d | Ged's Church is like a barren Tree in the 
12? | Vineyard. This, Sirs, is a fad, a very ſad 
d } Caſe ſuch Souls fruſtrate to themſelves the 
is | Means of Eternal Blefledneſs, and diſap- 
e | point the Lord of all that Glory thar 1s due 
to him. This is a ſad Caſe indeed, and 
1- | yet it is the Caſe that many Profeſſors are 
n | in, wholittle think of it. This is the Caſe 
S | of many a Soul in our Aſſemblies. 
0 2. What Cauſe they have td be thank- 
> | ful, who are made fruitful. It's a Mercy 
t [to be in the Vineyard, but it's a double 
- | Mercy to be fruittul there. The Rghte-,,,, _ 
> | os ſhall flouriſh like the Palm-tree : he , 2, o_: 14 
3 | ſhall grow like a Cedar in Lebanon. Thoſe 2 
that be planted in the Houſe of the Lord, 
ſhall flouriſh in the Courts of our God. They 
ſhall bring forth Fruit in old Age: they 
ſhall be fat and flouriſhing. O Soul, it 
' Fthou canft not ſay that God makes thy Bo- 
" Fdy proſper, nor thy Family to groan, nor 
= B 4 thy 
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thy Eſtate to flouriſh, yet if thou canſt 
} Pal. 52.8. ſay as Holy Pavzd did ;—But I am /ike al Te 
3 | green Oltve-irce in the Houſe of God.fo 
Thou haft Cauſe to rejoice more on thisÞ Y 
Behalf, than in all outward Things, how | it: 
great and advantageous fo ever. 

Y. Fifthly,But we paſs on tothe Fifth Thing | w 
in this Parable, viz. What the Lord didJth 

z#pon this Diſappointment to this fruitleſs | ti 
Fig-tree. Or the Sentence that he paſlcd | p! 

on it; and this we have, v. 7. Then ſaid] pl 

he unto the Dreſſer of his Vineyard, Be-|| n: 

bold, theſe Three Tears I come ſeeking Fruit | 2 

on this Fig-tree, and find none : cut it down, || Si 

why cumbreth it the Ground? This is the || he 
Doom that's paſſed on it; where we may | 4 

take notice of Four Things. tl 

1. How long he waited e're he paſſed 

the Sentence on it. tl 

2. What the Sentence is, that (after this | L 

time) was paſſed, and it was dreadful. | n 

[Cut it down, why cumbreth it the Ground. Þ 

2. To whom he gave it in Charge, to C: 

ſee the Sentence executed on it; v!z. The] 2 
 Drefler of his Vineyard. 0j 

* . 4. The Reaſon why he will bear. no « 

t 

I 

£ 

t] 
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longer, but will hgve it now -cut down, 
and caſt out of the Vineyard. [| It cum- 
breth the Ground. } Theſe Four Particu- 
lars we will a little confider and "explain. 
Firft, We begin with the Firſt, vis. The 
ritme that the Loxd had tarried and walted'F h 
tt Frot on this Fig-tree, before he = 7 
| 4, % C =4 
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ceeded to give Sentence againſt it. [Three 

Tears, v. 7.] All this time he had fought 

for Fruit, and was diſappointed Year after 

_ By theſe Three Years ſome under- 
and, 

I. The threefold Diſpenſation of God, 
wherein he came in a ſpecial manner to 
'the Jewiſh Nation, 1. By the Promulga- 
tion of the Law of Moſes, wherein he 
preſcribed thoſe Fruits that would be 
pleaſing to him, in Eccle/ta, Politia, Oeco- 
noma. Of this it's faid, P/al. 147. 19, 
20. He ſheweth his Word unto Jacob, bis 
Statutes and Fudgments unto Iftael. He 
hath not dealt ſo with any Nation; and 
an for bis Judgments, they bave not known 
them. 

2. By the Miniſtry of the D__ when 
the Prieſts were negligent in keeping the 
Law, and had corrupted all his Command- 
ments. He raiſed up extraordinary Pro- 
phets one after another, and ſent them to 
call borh Prieſts and People to their Duty, 
2 Chron. 36. 14, 13. Moreover, all the chief 
of the Prieſts, and the People tranſgreſſed 
very much, after all the dbominations of 
the Heathen, and polluted the — of the 
Lord, which be had hallowed in Jeruſalem. 
And the Lord God of therr Fathers ſent to 


' they mocked the Meſſengers of God, and de- 
= by Meengers of God, an i 


them by bis Meſſengers, riſing up betimes, 
and ſending; becauſe be had Compaſſion on 
his People, and on his dwelling Place. But 


Matth. 21. 
36, 37-. 
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ſSpiſed bis Words, and miſuſed his Pro- 
pbets. So Hoſea 6. 4. O Ephraim, what 
ſhall IT do unto thee? O Judah, what ſhall I 
do unto thee ? ' For your Goodneſs is as 
the Morning Cloud, and as the Early Dew it 
goeth away, Therefore have I hewed them 
by the Prephets: I have ſlain them by the 
Words of my Mouth, and thy Fudgments 
are as the Light that goeth forth. 

3. By the Milſion of his Son. When 
he had ſent his Servants the Prophets in- 
to the Vineyard, and the Husbandmen had 
beaten one, and killed another, and ſtoned 
another ——Then laſt of all he ſent unto 
them his Son, ſaying, they will reverence 


.. my Son. Of this it's ſaid, Heb. 1. 1, 2. 


God who at ſundry times, and in drvers 
manners ſpake in time paſt unto the Fa- 
thers by the Prophets; hath in theſe laſt 
Days ſpoken unto us by his Son, whom he 
hath appointed Heir of , all things. 

And thus by theſe Three Years ſome un- 
derſtand this threefold Diſpenſation of God, 
the Promulgation of the Law of Moſes; 
the Miniftry of the Prophets, and the Mit- 
ſion of our Lord Jeſus Chrift. And if this 
was not intended by our Saviour in this 
place, yet this is a certain Truth, that God 
had come all theſe ways unto this People, 
ſeeking Fruit, and found none: And yet 
(tho' there were here and there ſome 
goodly Branches laden withTmany' ſweet 


. 


is) they were all along generally a bar- | 
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ſen, and empty Fig-tree, bare of Good, 
nay, abounding 'with Bad Figs. Moſes, 
which gave the Law to 'em, draws up 
this heavy Charge againſt them; Dex. 9. 
24. Tox have been rebellious againſt the 
Lord, fince the Day that I knew you;, and 
Chap. 31. 27, 28, 29. 1 know thy Rebellion, 
and thy ſfliff Neck: Behold, while Iam yet 
alive with you this Day, ye have been re- 
bellious againſt the Lord, and how much 
more after my Death. Gather unto me all 
the Elders of your Tribes, and your Officers, 
that I may ſpeak theſe Words in their Ears, 
and call We and Earth to record againſt 
them. For I know that after my Death ye 
will utterly corrupt your ſelves, and turn 
aſide from the way which I have command- 
ed you : and Evil will befal you inthe lat- 
ter Days, becauſe ye will do Evil in the 
Sght of the Lord to provoke him to Anger, 
through the Work of your Hands. And as 
for the time of the Prophets, Matters were 
not mended among them; as in the tore- 
nam'd Text *tis ſaid, They mocked tbe Me/- 

ſengers of God, and deſpiſed his Words, 
and miſuſed bis Prophets. And when laſ? 

of all he ſent his own Son, be was not re- 

cerved—He came unto his own, and bis own John.11, 
recerved him net. Nay, as in that Parable 

| before mention'd, it's aid, They caxght Dim, Marth. 21, 


2 Chron, 
39.16, 


$ bm. This is the firſt way that we may 
; {underſtand this Phraſe of [ Three Years. 


and caſt him out of the Vineyard, and flew 35: 


2. This 
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2. This term of [Three Years] mayſ['h 
point at, and denote the time of our Sa-us 
viour's publick Miniftry: among the 7erws, of 
as having now finiſhed his thir# Year ; 
and being entering on his fourth, which Þ/- 
was his laſt amongſt them. He had comet 
now Three Years, and called the whole Þ* 
Nation to Repentance by his preaching, | 
and Miracles every where among 'em. [© 
He had preached from City to City, Þ © 
from Village to Village : And he had done | t! 
many mighty Works throughout their Þ # 
Coaſts, and yet after all he might (as to 
many of them ) take up that 114 Com- | 
plaint, (as was foretold, I/a. 49. 4.) I 
have laboured in vain, I have ſpent wy 
Strength for nought, and in vain, i. E. 
after Three Years labour among em ; they 
were ſtill a barren Fig-tree, All his Pains 
and Preaching brought them no Good , 
nothing will do fome People any Good ; 
no Means, no Mercies will leave them any 
better. 

2. This term of [Three Years] (if we 
take it in Reference to particular Perſons) 
may Point at the Three Ages of Men, 
wherein God comes to them. 1, Hebe- 
gins with us in our Childhood, and looks 
tor a beginning . of Fruit in thoſe tender 
Years. As the Husbandman. | 

Secondly, It wefind none then, he comes: : 

[next in our Youth, Iz Inventate. Follows' 
us, or waits on us trom our Childhood - | 
| the / 
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the Days of our Youth, and then calls upon 
ſus to Remember our Creator in the Days Eccl12. 1, 
ws, of our Youth, while the evil Days come not, 
2r ; {nor the "Tears draw nigh, when we ſhall 
ich B/ay, we have no Pleaſure in them. 3. If 
mef[this Year, this Time miſs too, he comes 
ole F8gain the third Year, and ſeeks Fruit on us, 
ng, | in virili #tate. And, 4. It yet there be no 
-m. | Fruit, he bears with ſome ( uponthe Inter- 
ty, | ceflion of the Vine-dreſſer, the Miniſters of - 
ne | the Goſpel ) another Year, and comes 77 
eir | #/tzma ſeneffute, This is the third way of * 
to | underſtanding the term of [Three Years. 
m- |. 4- This term of [Three Years] plainly 
I | holds out a certain and confiderable ſpace 
4y | of time; that the Lord bears with, and 
e, | waits on an unprofitable People, or Perſon, 
ey | before he proceed to ſentencethem to down 
ns | cutting. This for Explication. 
1, | 1. Obſerve, That the Lord keeps a firict 
| ; | and exa&Qt Account of the Time and Means 
wy | that he affords unto a Place and People. 
Theſe Three Years he came ſeeking Fruit 
re | on this Fig-tree, and found none. He had 
5) | not forgotten what time they had been be- 
n, | truſted with ſuch Means, Opportunities 
>. | and Priviledges. So (Sirs) he takes an 
cs | exat Account thereof; it's very obſervable, 
. | that the Year, and Month, and the very 
Day of the Month, when the Word of the 


S [ Lord came to ſeveral of - the Prophets, 
s' | ſtands on Record in the Scripture. Zer. 
0 
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I. 1,2, 3. The Words of Jeremiah the vo 
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of Hilkiah, of the Prieſts that were in A 
nathoth, zz the Land of Benjamin : Ti 
whom the Word of the Lord came in tie Days 
of Toliah, Sor of Amon King of Judah, in 
the thirteenth Tear of bis Reign. It came alſo 
in the Days of Jehoiakim, the Son of Joſiah 

King of Judah, unto the end of the eleventh 
Year of Zedekiah the Son of Joliah Kzng 
of Judah, .unto the carrying away of Jeru- 
{alem captive, in the fifth Month. Here 
is the time when, and then it is mention- 
ed how long ; namely, From the thirteenth 
Tear of Joliah the Son of Amon King of Ju- 
dah,even unto this Day (that is the23d Near ) 
the Word of the Lord came unto me, and [ 
have ſpoken unto you. Fzek. 1. 1. Now it 
came to paſs in the thirtteth Tear, in the 


fourth Month, in the fifth Day of the 


Month. —That the Heavens were opened, 


. and I ſaw the Viſions of God. Chap. 8. 1. 


And it eame to paſs in the ſixth Tear, in 
the ſixth Month, in the fifth Day of the 
Month, as I ſate in mine Houſe, and the 
Elders of Judah fate before me; that the 
Hand of the Lord God fell there upon me. 
Haggai 1.1. In the ſecond Tear of Darius the 
King in the ſixth Month, in the firſt Day of 
the Month, came the Word of the Lord by 
Haggai the Prophet unto Zerubbabel the 
Son of Shealtiel Governour of Judah, and 
ro Jolhua the Son of Joſedech the high 
Prieſt. Zech. 1. 1. In the ezghth Month, 
in the ſecond Year of Darius, came the 
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Word of the Lord unto Zachariah the Son 


of Barachiah the Son of Iddo the Propher. 
Thus the Lord counts to a Day. My be- 
loved, 1. There is not one of his Servants 
that he ſends to us, but he keeps an Ac- 
count, how he is with us. 2. Not one 
Sabbath that he gives us, but he lays it 
up in Store. 3. Not one Sermon, but he has 
it on Record. 4. Not a Day, but he re- 
memders it. 

I. Therefore ſee what need we have to 
make a good uſe of our Time and Means. 
God is counting Days and Years with us, 
and, Sirs, as he takes an Account of his Lay- 
ings out on us, ſo he will one Day require 
on Account of us, and reckon with us for 
every Day, and every Seaſon. He knows 
how lopg, and hell know of us what uſe 
we made of them. So that it concerns us 
to make good uſe of our Time and Means, 
which God aftords us; to his Glory, and 
our own good Comfort and Advantage. 

2. Let us carry this in our Thoughts 
continually, that God is keeping Counts 
with us. It may be a great Spur unto Care 
and Diligence, in improving our Time 
and Means to the belt Advantage. Ser- 
vants that know that their Maſters have 
an Eye to the Time that they give them 
tor their Buſineſs, will not be idle, - and 
angle about it, as thoſe who have nor their 

alter's Eye over them. So, Sirs, it we 
would faſten this upon our Heart, it __ 
ep 
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C help to make us diligepr and careful in 
this Buſineſs. | 

3. How fad it will he with thoſe, who 
have much Time, and many Means, but 
remain unprofitable under all. O ! Sirs, 
when the Lord, who is keeping Account 
with us. comes to reckon: with you for the 
Three Years; for the Time and Means that 
he has given you, it will be a ſad Day with 
you: ' The Mouths will be ftopt of all 
thoſe that have unprofitably and careleſly 
ipent their Time. 

2. Obſerve, That the Lord is very 'pa- 
tient and long-ſuftering towards an impe- 
nitent and unprofitable People. He takes 
them not at firſt, but bears long, and waits 
for better from them. Theſe Three Years 
he came ſeeking Fruit on this Fig-tree, 
and found none: He did not cut down 
this unprofitable Fig-tree the firſt Year of 
its Unprofitableneſs, nor yet the ſecond ; 
no, nor the third Year. Exod. 34. 6. The 
Lord paſſed by before him, and proclaimed, 
The Lord, The Lord God, Merciful and I? 
Oractiows, Long-ſuffering, and abundant 
in Goodneſs and Truth. LONG-SUFFER- & 
ING is one of the Divine Properties be- h 
longingto God. 2 Per.3.9. The Lord is not 
ſtack concerning bis Promiſe, (as ſome Men | 
count Slackneſs ) but is Long-ſuffering to 
usmard;, not willing that any ſhould periſh, 
but that all ſhould come to Repentance. He 
hat great Riches of Goodneſs and Ford 
"TT | bearance, 
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pearance, and Long-ſuffering, Rom. 2. 4. 
And be is willing to ſhew his Wrath, and 
to make bis Power known ;, endured with 


ny 12 Long-ſufjering the Veſſels of Wrath 
S Bfiriced to Deſtruftion, Rom. 9. 22. Of 


this we have many evident Examples in the 
Xripture. As, 1. in his Patience towards 
At Fthe old World. He was Long ſufl-ring 
towards the Men of thoſe Times, after 
they were come to a Height of Impiecry. 1. 
ly All their Imaginations were Evil continnal- 
ly. 2. All Keith had corrupted his Way up- 
4- Fon the Earth. 2. The Farth was full of * 
Violence. 4, God Repented that he had 
5 finade ian upon the Earth, and it grieved 
5 Jhim at his Heart. Ger. 6.5, t6 14. 
5 J; Here was a People, one would think that 
© was juſt ripe, and ready, and fit for No- 
M Jthing but preſent Pown-c.ctting : yet after 
of this, and when it was thus, 'he had Pari- 
l 5 fence with them an Hundred and Twenty 
Fears. Says the Apoſtle, When once the 
d, ong ſuffering of God waited in the Days 1 Pet. 3. 
f Noah, whz/e the Ark was preparing— © 
Ind the Lord ſaid, my Spirit ſhall not al- Gen. 6. 3 
ys ſtrrve with Man, for that he alſo zs 
Meſh : Tet bis Days ſhall be an Hundred and 
Swenty Tears. 


#F 2. In his Patience toward the Canaartes. 
'0 Fe bore Four Hundred Years with them 


r he deſtroyed them, Ger. 15. 7, 13- 
Ind be ſaid unto him, I am the Lord that 
ought thee out of Ur of the Caldees, zo 

| C groe 
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groe thee this Land, to inherit it. H 
promiſed to give this Land to Abrahanf 
yet before the fourth Generation they muf 
not have it in Poſleftion, but muſt be Stra 
gers in it Four Hundred Years. And why 
Why, v. 16. you have the Reaſon of j 
Becauſe the Iniquity of the Amorite zs not ye 
fall, g. d. my Patience ſhall be Jengthe 
ed out towards them till they have mad: 
up their Meaſure. f 

3. In his Patience towards the I/rae/:tef | 
in the Wilderneſs. How oft did they prof Þ 
voke him in the Wilderneſs, and grievd y 
him in the Deſart 2 Pſal. 78. 40. Very ofty ;/ 
many a Time, Forty Tears long was || j} 
grieved with this Generation, Pal. 95. 10f 
yet all this Time was he Patient toward n 
them. About the Time of Forty Tears ſuf- 
fered he therr Manners in the Wilderneſs. Pe 
And when he had deſtroyed ſeven Nations th 
in the Land of Canaan, be divided then y, 
Lands to them by Lot, Acts 13. 18, 19. |; 

4. In his Patience towards them in Cane}, 
an, atore he gave them up to be leſs 
Captive to Babilon. Many Tears didftlſ,, 
thou forbear them, and teftifiedſt againſ;h, 
them by thy Spirit, in thy Prophets : TetIT,, 
would they not give Ear : Therefore gaveſt|{,, 
thou them into the Hand of the People of the[Ty 
Lands, Neh. 9. 30. Many Years. Jer. 32.314, 
Thes hath been to me az a Provocation off;ji 
mine Anger, and of my Fury, from the Dae 
that they. Built it, even unto this Day, that: 
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$not willing that any ſhould Periſh, but that 
al ſhould come to —_— And his 

Actions Proclaitn it. 

Jelight to him, he would not be io long a 
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1 fonld remove it from beſore my Face. 


T 7. e. Sincethey were planted in it, which 


was in the Time of David: And this was 
now in the Days of Zedektrab, immediately 
before its Leftruction by Nebuchadnezer ; 
which was abour three Hundred and For- 
ty Years. Solong had God exerciſed Pa- 
tlence towards them. 

Thelike Patience did our Saviour mani- 
feſt rowards Jeruſalem, Mat. 22. 37. O 
Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, 7hox that Rilleſt the 
Prophets, and ſloneſt them which were ſent 
unto thee ; how often woutd Þ have gathered 


J itby Children trgether, cven asa Hen £ 
W thercth ber Chickens under ber Wings, 


and ye would not © | might give you ma- 
ny the like Inſtances of God s Patience. See, 

1. That God hath no Pleaſure in the 
Periſhing of poor Sinners. He has told 
them no leſs in plain Expreflions. I have 


no Pleaſure in the Death of him that Ezck, 18; 


Dies, ſaith the Lord God : Wherefore furn 32. 
your ſelyes and live ye. Say unto them, 


35 


23 I live ſaith the Lord God, 1have no Plea- ©P-33-11: 


ſure in the Death of the Wicked, but that 
the Wicked turn from bisWay and lve - 
Turn ye, turn ye, from your evil Ways, 
for why will ye Pre, O Houſe of Urael ?— 
The Lord—1s Long-ſuffering to wsward, 


ere this Work a 


C 2 doing, 


2 Pet. 3. 5+ 


* 


The Barren Fig-Tree. 
doing, and*1o loth to do it; he would not 
put it off, not only from Day to Day, but 
alſo from Year to Year. God's Long- 
ſuffering towards poor Sinners ! 

2dly, What Space and Time many 
poor unprofitable Sinners have allowed 
them to amend in. As, Rev. 2. 21. Ihave 
given her Space to Repent of her Fornica- 
tion. v0 he gives time to amend in ; and 
it's no little that he gives. He is no Nig- 
gard of Time for this Purpoſe. He ſome- 
times groves Nations whole Centuries, Con- 
gregations many Generations, and Perſons 
many Tears, one on the back of another, 
eer he come upon them. O the Time, the 
Time, that many have, had they but 
Hearts to improve it ! Art thou Unpro- 
fitahle 2 How much Time hait thou had 
already ? How many Days and Years, that 
thou mighreſt never have ſeen ? 

34/y, low Inexcuſcable Dry Trees will 
be, "when God Cuts them down out of his 
Vinevard.after ſo much Patience and Long: 
ſuttcring exerciſed towards them. Oh, this 
Patience of God will leave no Room tor any 
Excuſe! Sirs, Think of it; if now you 
be Unprofhtable. Time will come, when 
you {hall know, that your Perdition is of 
your ſcives. and be torced to contels. that 
it any Patience would have won you, if any 
bearing and waiting trom Year to Year 
might have done with you, Matrers had 
nor come to a Down-cutting, And, 0 
think, 


ad 
0 


ik, 
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think, what a Worm this will be, when 
ou are Cut down, and in another World : 
0 remember, how once the Long-ſufter- 
ing of God, waited on you, while many a 
Day and Year, and precious Onyportunity, 
went over you, that you made no Ulteof. 
athly, Why many Perſons, like dry 
Trees, oft ſtand and take up Room, 1o long 
in the Vineyard ? It's from God's Long-ſut- 
tering and Patience; but ofthis in another 


- | Particular. 


We find that this hath been, 1. Some- 
times a Stumbling-block and Temptation 
to the Godly, when they have ſzen wick- 
ed Men Proſper and Fare well when they 
have done ill. Wherefore (lays: Job) do 
the Wicked live,become Old, yea, are mighty 
in Power 2 Their Seed 1s Eſtabliſhed in ther 
Sight with them, and their Off-ſpring be- 
fore their Eyes, Job. 21.7, 8. This hum- 


bled good Aſaph. As for me, my Feet were pgy,7z, 2, 
almoſt gone : My Steps had well mgh 3. 
| fipt.—For Iwar Envious at the Fooliſh, 


when I ſaw the Proſperity of the Wicked. 
And ſays the Prophet Zeremy, —Rrghteors 


art thou, O Lord, when T plead with thee : Jer. 12. r, 
Net let me talk with thee of thy Fudgments : 2 


Wherefore doth the Way of the Wicked Prof- 


per 2 Wherefore are all they Haley that 


deal very Treacheroufly* Thou baſt Plan- 
ted them, yea, they have taken Root : They 
grow, yea, they bring forth Fruit : Thox 
art near in their Mouth, and far from 
C 3 their 
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their Reins, 2. Sometimes an Encourage{Go 
ment to Ill Men in their Ways of Sin{Wa 
who have from thence thought that God Jud 
was altogether like themſelves, or at leaf edr 
an idle SpeCtator of the affairs of this World Me 
Theſe things (ſays God ) haſt thou doneyy anc 
and I kept Silence. What things were 
theſe > Why © When thou ſaweſt- a Ihieff 
then thou Conſentedſt with him, and baſl 
been Partaker with Adulterers, Thou gt- 
veſt thy Mouth to Evil, and thy Iongue 
Thou fitteſt and ſpeakeſt 
agatnſt thy Brother , and thou ſlandereſi 
thine own Mothers Son-— And what follows 
upon this ? Thou thougheſt that I was alto 
gether ſuch an one as thy ſelf. 7. e. That 
I wasa Patronizer and an Approver of, at 
leaſt a Conniver at thy Wickednels. 

Thus you ſee this has been Matter, 7, 
Of Doubting to the Children of God, and 
Good Men. And, 2. Of Preſumption to 
the Wicked and Impenitent Sinners. 

But hence we may be informed, and 
have our Judgment ſet Right in this Mat: 
ter. God keeps Silence at the Ways of 
wicked Men. Not becauſe they are Inno- 
cent : Or becauſe he hath any Pleaſure in 
them, or their Ways, but out of Longa- 
nimity towards them. —He 7Zudgeth the 
Righteous, and is Angry with the Wicked 
every Day ; tho he draw out his Patience 
towards them. Nor are they from Preſent 
Impunity to expect a Relaxation ; or i 

0 
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12e4God does not ſee and take notice of their 
Sin Ways, 1o as that he will not bring them to 
3040 Judgment,and puniſh them for their Wick- 
eaffJedneſs; for altho' he be a God Keeping 
xd Mercy for Thouſands, forgiving Iniquity, 
ne and Iranſgreſfion,and Sin, yet he will by no 
ere Mears clear the Guilty ; viſiting the Iniqui- 
refy/ty of the Fathers upon the Children, and 
haſt upon the Childrens Children, unto the Third, 
gf and to the Fourth Generation, Exod. 34. 
guell 7+ 4nd altho' be keeps Silence for a Time, 
tf which groves them Occaſion to think him al- 
eſt together like themſelves, yet he will re- 
ws prove them at laſt, and ſet thetr Sins in 
19-4 Order before their Eyes. 
nath 5tbly, See that you continue not finning, 
4] while God is exerciſing Long-ſuftering, but 
let the Lord's Long-{uffering lead you to 
1.1 Repentance, If he have born long with 
ndj you, put him to wait no longer, but re- 
tof turn to him. Contider, 
1. What a Mercy it is that he hath 
1d} born thus long with you, that his Patience 
t-| has not been over e'er this. Nox expecta- 
of | bat Angeles. They ſinned, and they ſut- 
»- | fered as ſoon as they had finned. They 
n| fell, and he waited not for their riſing a- 
1-| gain. Why, he might. have done thus 
2 | with thee, and ſent thee away as ſoon as 
{| thou cameſt a Sinner into this World, and 
2 | never made one Offer of Mercy to thee : 
tÞ And he might many a Time fince have Sen- 
4 


tenced thee to Down-cutting, and have 
| C 4 caſt 
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The Barren Fig-Tree. 
caſt thee as a Barren and Unprofitable Tree 
out of his Vineyard, and yer he had been 
Righteous» 

z. God will not always bear ; tho' he.be 
Long-ſuftering, yer his Suffering will have 
an End, it will not be for ever: It Sinners 
will not put an End to their ill Lives, yet 
he'll put an End to his Winking at them : 
The Lord could no longer bear,becauje of the 
Evil of your Doings ;, and becauſe of the 
Abominations which ye have committed, 
Jer. 44+ 22. 

3- If you be not led by this to Repen- 
tance, the longer that he forbears, the hea- 
vier will his Wrath be, when it comes : Ir 
will come Double on all Unprofitable, Im- 
penitent Sinners, . Oh therztore, while 
the Long-ſufttering and patience of God 
continues, 1, Take your Time ot Repen- 
tance. 2, Flee tor Retuge to the Lord Jeſus. 
2- Sue out your Reconciliation with God 
through Jeſus Chrift. 4, Work out your val- 
vation with Fear and Trembling. 

Thirdly, Ob/erve, That the Lord bears 
wth, and waits on Barren and Unprotita- 
ble Perſons, as long as there is hope of 
Fruit from them, [Three Tears.) He 
does not here forthwith Cut down this 
Tree, becaulc ir brought not forth as ſoon 
as other Trees did ; but waited till the 
third Year was gone over it. Now, 

I. TheFig-tree is an early Tree. 2. A 
Tree that uſeth to bear Fruit the firſt Year : 
Thar 


The Barren Fir-Tree. 
That it's Planted when his Branch is yet 
Tender. Or, 3. If it miſs the firft Year, yer 
it hits the ſecond, Or, 4. It moſt flow, and 
it pals the ſecond Year without Fruit, yet it's 


ſure the third Year. 5. Bur and if it miſs 


the third Year too, then it s uſually Barren, 
and ſeldom does any Good, how long ſoe- 
ver it grows afterwards. vo thar this 
Phraſe of three Years fignihes, that the 
Lord had tarried and waired for Fruit on 
this Fig-tree, as long as Fruit was to be ex- 
pected on a Tree of that kind, So that I 
lay, we may obſerve, that the Lord bears 
as long as there is Hope. 

I, The Patience of God is Great towards 
Barren and Unproftable Perlons, He not 
only bears long , but bears till Perſons 
come to be incorrizible and inamendable. 
He bare with 7:4ah e'er he ſent them to 
Babilon, 27z// they dealt proudly, and har- 
kened not unto his Commandments, but ſin- 
ned againſt his Judgments, and withdrew 
the Shoulder, and bardened ther Neck, 
and would not hear, Neh, 9. 29. 

2dly, That God comes not to a Cutting 
down of the Unprofhtable Trees, till they 
come to be Hopeleſs. Some are Cut down 
ſooner; others tarry longer : But he 
knows how long every one is to be expcct- 
ed, when the Time of Fruir is patt. And 
tho be ſuffer ſome to ſtand in the Vineyard, 
after the time of Fruit is over with them, 
and to Wither away there upon the 
Grounnd ; 
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caſt thee as a Barren and Unprofitable Tree 
out of his Vineyard, and yer he had been 
Righteous. 

z. God will not always bear ; tho' he. be 
Long-ſuftering, yer his Suftering will have 
an End, it will not be for ever: It Sinners 
will not put an End to their ill Lives, yer 
he'll put an End to his Winking at them : 
The Lord could no longer bear,becauje of the 
Evil of your Doings ;, and becauſe of the 
Abominations which ye have commuted, 
Ter. 44+ 22. 

3- If you be not led by this to Repen- 
tance, the longer that he forbears, the hea- 
vier will his Wrath be, when it comes : Ir 
will come Double on all Unproftable, Im- 
penitent Sinners, . Oh theretore, while 
the Long: ſuttering and parience of God 
continues, 1, Take your Time of Repen- 
tance. 2, Flee tor Retuge to the Lord Jeſus. 
2- Sue out your Reconciliation with God 
through Jeſus Chrift. 4, Work out your Sal- 
vation with Fear and Trembling. 

Thirdly, Ob/erve, That the Lord bears 
with, and waits on Barren and Unprofta- 
' ble Perſons, as long as there is hope of 
Fruit from them, [Three Tears.) He 
does not here forthwith Cut down this 
Free, becaulc ir brought not forth as ſoon 
as other Trees did ; but waited till the 
third Year was gone over it. Now. 

I. The Fig-tree is an early Trec. 2. A 
Tree that uſeth to bear Fruir the firſt Year : 
Thar 
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That it's Planted when his Branch is yet 
Tender, Or, 3. If it miſsthe firſt Year, yet 
it hits the ſecond, Or, 4. It moſt flow, and 
it pals the ſecond Year without Fruit, yet it's 


ſure the third Year. 5. But and if it miſs 


the third Year too, then it s uſually Barren, 
and ſeldom does any Good, how long ſoe- 
ver it grows afterwards. 50 thar this 
Phraſe of three Years fignifes, that the 
Lord had tarried and waired tor Fruit on 
this Fig-tree, as long as Fruit was to be ex- 
pected on a Tree of that kind, So thatT 
lay, we may obſerve, that the Lord bears 
as long as there is Hope. 

1, The Patience of God is Great towards 
Barren and Unprontable Perlons, He not 
only bears long, but bears till Perſons 
come to be incorrigible and inamendable. 
He bare with 74h e'er he ſent them to 
Babilon, 77// they dealt proudly, and har- 
kened not unto his Commandments, but ſin- 
ned againſt his Judements, and withdrew 
the Shoulder, and bardened thetr Neck, 
and would not bear, Neh, 9. 29. 

2dly, That God comes not to a Cutting 
down of the Unprofitable Trees, till they 
come to be Hopeleſs. Some are Cut down 
ſooner; others tarry longer : Bur he 
knows how long every one is to be expcCt- 
ed, when the Time of Fruit is patt. And 
tho be ſuffer ſome to ſtand in the Vineyard, 
after the time of Fruit is over with them, 
and to Wither away there upon the 
Grounnd ; 
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Ground ; yet he takes none out afore the 


Time of Fruit be over. All have their 
three Years there. 7. e- The Time appoin- 


- ted for Fruit. I{a.65. 8. Thys ſaith the Lord, 


as the new Wine is found in the Cluſter, 
and one ſaith, deflroy it not, for a Blef- 
ſing «in it : Sowill I do for my Servants 
ſakes, that I may not deſtroy them all. 
This is the third Obſervation. Again, 
if we look on theſe three Years as pointing 
ar the ſeveral Ages of Perſons, as hinted be- 
fore, then he may yet further obſerve 
trom them. 

a4thly, Obſerve, That the Lord expefts 
early Fruit of Perſons that art planted in 
hzs Church ; that they ſhould begin to be 
Good betimes. Pray take Notice of it, 
you thatare Young, God comes the firſt 
Year ſeeking Fruit on you. I ſay he does 
not drive till the firſt, and ſecond, and third 
Year bedone, but he comes the firſt Year, 
and looks for early Fruit. Remember now 


. thy Creator in the Days of thy Youth : Now 


in the Morning of thy Age, Seek ye firſt 
the Kingdom of God, and his Rightcouſneſs, 


 fays our Bleſſed Saviour. Under the Law 


the Firſt-born and Firft-fruits were to be 
Conſecrared to the Lord, Santtifie unto 
me all the Firſt-born whatſoever openeth 
the Womb among the Children of Iſrael, 


_—_ =4 both of Man and of Beaſt : It is mine—Thou 
| 30. Jhalt not delay to Offer the firſt of thy ripe 


Fruits, and of thy Liquors : The Firſt- 


born 


The Barren Fig-Tree. 
born of thy Sons ſhalt thou give unto me. 
ax qr ay ſhalt thou dowith thine Oxen, and 
with thy Sheep: Seven Days It ſhall be with 
the Dam, on the Eight Day thou ſhalt give 
it me, 1,e, Toa Holy Uiz tor me and my 
ſervice. God would not tarry for the Laſt- 
born, nor for the Gatherings atrer the Har- 
velt; but would have the firit of Man, 
of Beaſts, of Fruits. What was this for ? 
But to ſhew, that we muſt give our Firſt 
Years to the Lord. Does God come the 
Firſt Year? Then, 

I.This diſcovers the great Error and Folly 
of thoſe, that think ir ſoon enough to otter 
for Fruit the laſt Year. That they may 
ſtand Empty, and Uicleſs in the V ineyard 
Year after Year, till ir come to the Laſt, 
and then it will be time enough to think of 
Fruit. And this, Sirs, isa very common 
Thing. Alas, many think, they may live 
aSthey liſt intheir Youth, and toold Age : 
Yea, and to a laſt Sickneſs, when the 
Tree is in Hewing down; and that then 
It will be ſoon enough to Repent. But you 
may ſee your Error in procraſtinating and 
putting off Repentance to the Laſt. God 
comes in the Firſt Year ſeeking tor Fruit. 

2d/y, This lets young Ones lee their 
Duty, their preſent Duty. Preſent I ſay, 
for this will not begin to be their Du- 
ty ſome Years fince, or the next Year, but 
It's your Duty this Year, and this ve- 
iy Day to begin to Otter, and moms for 

ruit. 
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Fruit. The Lord is coming into his Vine- 
yard to ſeek for Fruit, and to ſee whether 
the Tender Grapes appear, 
3d/y, That we cannot begin to bz Good 
too ſoon. People have a laying, that 1rs 
never too late ro mend, bur I am ure it's 
never too ſoon to bein tro be Good. Be- 
gin as ſoon as Cer thou canſt to bud, and 
put forth Fruits, Vineyard Fruits; and it 
will not be ſooner, than the Lord of the 
Vineyard will be there, looking tor Fruits, 
4thly, Let this quicken young Ones to 
put forth betimes, God you ſee looks for 
it. And, Sirs, Early, Timely Fruits are 
very pleafing unto him. If a Man have 
a young and tender Tree in his Orchard, 
that begins to bloſſom and bear Fruit be- 
times, he is pleaſed with it, and admires 
it, Why, ſo timely Goodneſs 1s very Love- 
ly. And (as one )) early Grace finds great 
Grace in the Eyes of the Great God, Let 
this quicken young Ones to put forth be- 
times, If he come and find thee Empty 
the Firſt Year, may be he'll paſs by, and 
not Cut thee down. I, but it he come and 
find thee bloſſoming and bearing Fruit the 
Firſt Year, then hell take thee into his 
Eye, into his Care, yea, lay thee in his 
Boſom. 
5thly, Obſerve, That the Lord looks for 
our beft Time-That the beit of our Time be 
ſpent in bringing Fruit to him. He looks for 
our Firſt, Second, and Third Years. Our 


- 


Child- 
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Childhood. Youth, and Riper Years. All the 
Flower and Cream of our Time. Under the 
Law.as the Firſt.ſo the Beſt, was to be given 
to the Lord, Out of all your Gifts ye ſhall 
offer every Heave-offering of the Lord, of 2. 
all the beſt thereof, even the hallowed par 
thereof, out of it, To {hew that the be i 
we have muſt be given unto him, Now this, 
1. Meetsagain with them, that think 
the Worſt will ſerve God well enough : 
That they may give away their Childhood, 
Youth, and Riper Years tothe World, the 
Fleſh, and the Devil; and then come with 
their Old Age and Dry Bones, and oficr 
them to God ; as if any thing were good 
enough for him. But alas, Sirs, God de- 
ſerves our Beſt, and he looks for our Belt : 
And if we think to put him oft on this Fa- 
ſhion, with our Worſt, we mav = that 
that Curſe will fall upon us, Mal. b-3, 
14. le ſaid alſo, bebold what a Wea? neſs 
#1t, andye have Snuffed at it, faith the 
Lord of Hoſts : And ye brought th, it which 
wy Torn, and the Lame, and the Sick : 
Thus ye br. ought an Offering : Sho uld I ac- 
cept 1145 of your Hand, ſaith the Lord ?£ 
But Curſed be the Deceiver, which bath 
in bis Flock a Male, and voweth and fa- 
erificeth unto the Lord a corrupt thing. 
Conſider, it Sovl, haſt thou now a Male in 
thy Flock: 7. e. Thy beit Time and 
Strength ? And wilt not give it to him ? 


9%b [ tzll thee thou may'f rather look _ 
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be Curſed with a Curſe than find a wel 
come Entertainment , when thou comel 
with the Torn, and Lame, and the Sic) 
7. e. with thy Old Age and Dry Bones t: 
ofter unto the Lord. 

2dly, Then the Lotd has little of tha 
' he looks for, of many People, in theſ: 
Days. Alas, our Firit, our Second and 
Third, are empty, empty Years; and moſt 
part of our Vineyard-1 rees bring no Fruit 
in all this time. 

Once more we may from hence, 

61Þly, Obſerve, That it's the great Con- 
cernment of Perſons, who have neglected 
their Morning Time, and ſtood Empty in 
the Lord's Vineyard unto Old Ape, to 
beſtir themſelves, that the Lord may not 
now find them Empty. Conſider ir, Sirs, 
you that are grown into Years; has the 
Lord come to any of you the Fickt, Second 
and Third Year? 7.e. All the time of 
your Lite paſt, ſeeking Fruit on you, 
and found none, and you entered, and g0- 
ing on the Fourth Year. Why, I ſay, con- 
fider it : It's ( Sirs) your great Concern- 
ment to be fruitful. To begin now at laſt 
to Bloſſom and Bear Fruit. O think atit: 
Art thou an Old Vineyard-tree : Haſt thou 
been a Dry Tree theſe Three Years ? Why, 

1. Thou haſt fruſtrated the Lord's Ex- 
peCtations all this white. He has been 


looking for Fruitall along from the Firſt 
Year that thou waſt brought into the Vines PÞ 
mw 2, Q” 1 
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2. This is but the Begged Tear ; the Year 


jd that is begged for, by the Intercelion of the 
| Vineyard-Drefſſer : The Sentence is paft,and 
out againft thee : The Sentence of DOW N- 
CUTTING; I, and down thou hadſt 


been &er now. had there been none to 


| Bes for a Reprieve. Thou haſt this 
Year upon TKUST, its the Beegged 


Tear for thee. 


3. This is the laſt Year; as it's but 


Begged. ſo it's the laſt Year. Thou muſt 
have nv more Years, no further Time : 
When this is over. there will be no more 
begging, no ſpeaking tor thee, for another 
Year, or an Hour longer. Now it ever : 
Soul, now or never. For, 


4. If thou bear not this Year, then doro7, 


down thou muſt, There will be no Body 
to interpoſe between Thee and the Ax; 
Thee, and the fatal Blow that will lay 
thee even with the Ground. 


5. That this Year may be but a very 


ſhort Year to thee. Oh think at it! It 
thou haſt had Three long Years, and be 
yet offering to Trifle away thy Fourth 
Year ; beware leſt the Lord come and 
make a quick Work with thee, and a 
ſpeedy Riddance of thee out of the Vine- 
yard. This is the Sixth Obſervation. 


6. Pray think on't, you that are full of 


Days. For, alas, the Vineyard is not only 
full of many young Sprouts, that have ne- 
Per born Fruit ;, but of many old Trees, 


that 


IL 
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that are ſtooping for Age, and leaning to- 
wards the Earrh, whereon Fruit hath ne- 
ver grown tothis Day : And whereon Fruit 
ſhall never grow henceforward for ever, if 
they make not haſte; for they are neat 
DOWN-CUTTING and caſting out 
of the Vineyard. 

Secondly. We paſs now to the ſecond 
thing in this Fitch Part of this Parable, 
Viz. 

IWhat the Sentence 7s, that ( after this 
Three Years ſeeking tor Fruit and finding 
none ) was paſled on this Barren Fig tree. 
And it was dreadful [Cur it down, why 
Cumbereth it the Ground :] This. is the | 
Doom that is paſſed on it. It muſt ftand no F 
longer. Ir muſt dow. Do not only Lopp 
oft ſome of its Boughs, or Tear oft its 
Bark, or Hack, and Cur it in its Body, FE 
but ##x94 evadlw down , down With it 
Body, and Branches, and all. This is thei 
Sentence. And from this we may obſerve | 
theſe Nine or Ten Things. 

Eirſt. Obſerve, That the Barrenneſs and | * 
CUnprofitableneſs of Perſons placed in the Þ 
Church, and under precious Helps and 
Advantages, is very frovoking to the Lord. 
We have obſerved before thar, q 

1. It is a great Priviledge for Perſons to'F 
be planted in God's Vineyard. 

2. A People who have great Betruſt-'Þ 
ments often prove Barren, 


{ " 
2. Such +> 
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\. þ  3- Such Barren People fruſtrate to them- 
\. Uflves the Lord's Layings-out on then. 
- | Now here we may turtker obſerve, that 
dis Barrenneſs was vety provoking unto 
God. It was thus you fee here. The 
Barrenneſs of this Tree ( typifying the 
7ews ) ptovoked the Loxd; provoked 
4 (him to Sentence it to DOWN-CUT- 
TIN G, [Cut it down, why Cumbers it the 
Ground :7 O Sirs.a Barren Tree inthe Vine- 
.. Jyard is not more provoking to you, than a 
_— and Unproftable Perſon is to the 
ord. Theſe are a Provyocation to him 

y from Day to Day. | 
» | 1- What Marter of Provocation there is, 
2d how much the Lord is provoked among 
pÞ in this Generation. If Barrenneſs be Pro- 
woking, and Provoking even to Down-Cur- 
t1ng, then there is no want of Matter. Nay, 

2 may wonder that our Nation ſtands, that 

Congregations ſtand, that our Families 
ſand, and that we our Selves are not Curt 
DOWN. 

2. That our being in the Church, and 
,, partaking in Church Priviledges, will not 
,{ Fomnmend us unto God, if we be not uſetul 
+ nd fruitful in ir. There are many People 

lat think all is well enough with them an 
*o/ his Account, viz. That they are in the 
Vineyard; that is to ſay, inthe Church. 
2. pon rhis they think all is Right, and God 

'Spleaſed with them. Bur alas ! Soul, thou 
Atyeſt be miſtaken inks thoughts; I, a” 
ch: - : 


"  $O 
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if thou be an Empty, and Dry Tree, God 
not Pleaſed with thee; nay, he is fore Dif: 

leaſed with thee ;, and more Provokel 
y thee than with thouſands of other Per. 
ſons. One barren Tree inthe Vineyard, is 
more Provoking, than twenty inthe Wood; 
For on thoſe Fruir is expected; in theſe he 
looks for none. O, if thou be a Barren Tre 
in the Vineyard, it were better for thee tc 
ſtand inthe Highway, or Hedge, or Forrek, 
orany where, rather than in the Vineyard: 
Thou couldeſt not be fo great a Provocation 

to-himno where, as thou art here. 
2dly, Obſerve, That no Outward Privs 
ledges and Enioyments whatſoever can ſecurt 
unprofitable Perſons and People from O FFF , 
CUTTING G. [Cut it down, why cumf , 
bers it the Ground ?] This Tree had great ,, 
Priviledges; ir ſtood in the Vineyard, it ,, 
was Dreſſed , it bore a goodly 1tght off ;; 
Leaves, Ay, but all could not ſave it fron ,. 
the Ax : Down it muſc becauſe it was Bar ;, 
ren. My Beloved, it's a Priviledge, a Prf ,,, 
viledge that hath many Mercies foldet} aj 
up in it; That we have a Room in the] 1, 
Lord's Vineyard, a Place in his Church, af | 
Enjoyment of the Goſpel of Grace and Sal], 
vation, yet this, Sirs, will nor ſecure andjp, 
fave us from DOW N-CUT TING, 
But if we be empty down we muſt, n jy, 
teſs than if we were in the Highway, q,, 
Hedge; nay, and ſooner too. Trees in theT;, 
Vineyard oft godown ſhortly, when Hedgihy, 
y : 2603 * 
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Trees, and Wood Trees, and Forreſt Trees, 
ſtand and put up their Heads, many and 
many a Year, eer they be Cut Down. 

1 his 1s another thing Remarkable, no 
outward Priviledges and Enjoyments whart- 
ſoever, can ſecure unprofitable Perſons and 
People from Off-Cuiting. The I/raelites in 
the Wilderneſs had great Priviledges; 
1 Cor. 10. 1, 2, 2, 4 Moreover, Brethren, 
I would-not bave you ignorant, Þow that 
all our Fathers were under the Cloud, and 
all paſſed thorow the Sea, and were all 
Baptized unto Moſes in the Cloud, and in 
the Sea; anddid all eat the ſame Spiritual 


* Meat, and did all drink the ſame Spirt- 


tual Drink , (for they drank of that Spiritu- 
al Rock that followed them: and that Kock 
was Chriſt.) But with many of them God 
was not well pleaſed; for they were cver- 
thrown in the Wilderneſs. The Fes that 
came to 7obn's Baptiſm, were ready to glo- 


ry in their Priviledges. Mat. 3.9. 1Þ:nk 
| nct to ſay within your ſelves, we have 


Abraham 70 our Father They was rea- 
dy to boaſt of their Priviledge of having 
Abraham to their Father, yer he tells rhem, 


JU. 10. Now alſo the Ax 1s laid unto the 


and 
N 
00 


Root of the Trecs: Therefore every Tree 


which bringeth not forth good fruit, ts 


Hewen down; and Caſt into the ire. And 


» *Iour Saviour alſo tells them, (Mar. 8. 11,12.) 
| WI That many ſhall come from the Eaſt and 
*<Ueft, and ſhall fit down with Abraham, 


D 2 aac, 


« Kings 
2, 28, £9. 
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Ifaac ard Jacob in the Kingdom of Heaven, 
But the Children of the Kingdom ſhall be 
caſt out into outer Darkneſs : there ſhall 
be Weeping and Gnaſhing of Teeth. 

Therefore reſt not in your Outward 
Priviledge, that you are in the Vineyard, 
and enjoy a place there : The Fatal DOWN- 
CUTTING Ax comes into the V:ne- 
yard, as well as intothe Wood. As Joab was 
Taken and Slain in the Tabernacle, while 
he was taking hold on the Horns of the 
Altar, fo we may be Cut down in the 
Vineyard, and Caft out into the Fire. 

2dly, Obſerve, That the Lord's patience, 
towards an Impenitent and Unprofitable 
People, will have an end. He is long-ſuffer- 
ing, as is abundantly ſeen : But tho' he bear 
long, and have great Patience, He will 
not bear always ; but time will come, 
when he will bear no more, He had borne 
Three Years, and now fays, Cut it down, 
His Patience had an end toward, 

1. The old World. 
2. Toward Sodom. 
3. Toward Canaan. 
4. Toward Iſrael. 

He bore lopg with them, as we have 
already een, yer at laſt he would bear no 
longer. Amoſ 8. 2. He ſaid, Amos, What 
ſeeft thou?* Andl1 faid a basket of ſummer 
fruit. Then ſaid the Lord unto me, Tit 
end is come upon my People of Iſrael ; I wil 
at agatn paſs by them any more. So (Fer. 
23 
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22.) the Lord bore with them till he could 
bear no longer, becauſe of the Evil of their 
ul} doings, and becauſe of the Abominations 

which they had committed. —— God will 
rd || not bear always. Then, 
d, 1. Patience may be worn out and tired, 
N- | by Sinners. Sirs, tho? the Lord be rich in 
re- | Mercy, yetyou orl may weary him with 
vas | our Barrenneſs, weary him that he wil lſtay 
ile nolonger. The 7ews did thus: — They 
he] made him to ſerve with their Sins, and 
the | wearied him with their Iniquities, [/a.4.3. 24. 
2. Impenitent and Unprofitable Perſons, 
ce, | may not expect Final Impunity. Sirs, if 
we g0 on in finning, the Lord may bear, 
et- {| and bear longer and longer ; but Matters 
will come to a Down-Curt:ing at length. O 
think of it: This is that that many are 
ne, | ready to Hearten themſelves with, and 
me] Harden themſelves from, viz. God's 
wi | Forbearance. They have peace, and all's 
well from day to day ; they go out, and 
come in, and live at quiet, and hence they 
think that things will never change. The/e,., 
things haſt thou done and 1 kept ſilence ; 
— But I will reprove thee, and ſet them 
ave] in order before thiue eyes. And, Becauſe 
no} ſentence againſt an evil work ts not 
hat} executed ſpeedily, therefore the hearts 0 Perkeſ# 
mer} the Sons of Men is fully ſet in them ro do 
Tex} evi]. But, my Beloved, beware of this. * 
wit Tho! the Lord may bear from time to time, 
.44{ime will come when he will bear - po 
_— - - D 3 longer. 
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Pal. ro6. longer. Many times did he deliver them, 
45* but they provoked him with thetr Counſel, 
and were brought low for their Iniquity. Ne. 
Jer. 15. 6, bore with them till. he was weary. Thou 
haſt forſaken me, ſaith the Lord, thou art 
gone backward, therefore will I ſiretch out 
my Hand againſt thee, and Deſtrcy thee, I am 
weary with Repenting. Temperando. 1. e, 
a penis me Continendo. It People will not 
be weary of /inning, he will be weary of 
repenting. 
3. Abuſe not the Patience and Forbear- 
ance of God, by Continuance in Sin. Hathſ Þ 
the God of Heaven borne with any of youſ V 
now this 10, 20, 30, or 40 Years? Oh 4! 
put him to bear no longer. Let not yourf 
Impenitency putan end to his Patzence.f 4 
It will not laſt always. ot 
4. Let this quicken you to Repentance; 1 
if the Lord's Patience towards Impenitent | w 
Sinners will have an end, then aut peniten-| 11 
dum, aut pereundum ; think of it, Sirs, if ] 
you be living in ſinful States and Ways N 
There is no way but this for you, Repenty 6 
quickly ; aad as there is no way for you tof 0n 
eſcape Down-Cutting but this; fo you mult 
not always expect to have the Lord tarry-J vn 
ing for you, as he has tarried in the Days 
that are paſt. ql 
athly, Obſerve, That when the Lord's Pa] 4c 
tience towards an Impenitent and Unjr-Þ be 
fitable People is at an end, then DOWN tb 
UTTING comes on them. [ Cut itÞ 2 | 
gown, 1s the Segtence.] That will Eno,þJe 


D 


* 
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efering of the Lord is Salvation. — _— 
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(as inthe laſt.) And when that is done.then 
this comes in. Theending of that, is the 
beginning of this. The day of the ending 
of God's Patience, will be the DOWN- 
CUTTING Day the to an unprofitable 
Nation, Congregation, or Perſon. When 
that is done, theſe are undone, and can 
ſtand no longer. I/a. 42. 14. I have long 
holden my peace, I bave been ſtill, and re- 
frained my ſelf, now will I cry like a tra- 
vailing Woman, I will deſtroy and devour 


at once. Here is the Patience, I have long 


holden my Peace, I have been ſtill; now 
will I cry— now will I deftroy and devour 
at | once. 9. d. as tho' he ſhould fay, 
Now the time of my Patience is expired, 


| and now will I deſtroy and devour them at 


once : 50 in that forenamed place, Fer. 
15- 6. Thou baſt forſaken me, — therefore 
will I firerch out my Hand, and deſtroy 
thee ;, I am weary with repenting, Sothat 
I fay, when the Lord's Patience towards an 
impenitent and unprofitable People is ar an 


j end, then DOWN-CUTTING comes up- 


on them. Therefore ſee, 
1. What it is that ſtands between an 


.| unprofitable People, and periſhing, 0:2. 


The PATIENCE of God. This, this is 
all that ſtands berween them. If thou beeſt 


| adry Tree in the \ ineyard, there's nothing 


between thee and the Ax but God's long- 


-| ſuffering; this is that that keeps it ot, 


2 Pet. 3.15. Andaccount thrt the long: ſuf- 
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thy Salvation, and if this once ſhift out 
of its place, then nothing will þe left be- 
tween thee and DefftruCtion. It's ſaid of Þ pl 
the Canaanites, Num. 14. 9. That their || 18 
Defence was departed from them. That Þ at 
is (as ſome obſerve) the Lord s Patience Þ A 
and Forbearance, which had hitherto been | T 
their Proteftion, was worn out, and de- | cc 
parted from them. He had ſaid rhat he 
would ſufter them Four Hundred Years, | ol 
This time of his Patience was now ex- || th 

ired, andſo their Detence was departed Þ Y 

om them, So, I ſay, is the Patience of | th 
Gaod towards them; that is, the Shadow, || or 
the Defence of Nations and People; and | th 
when this is once expired, then their De- | I1 
fence is departed from them, and then no- || dc 
thing is between them and Down-Cutting. || th 
This is one thing to be confider'd , Oh it's | m 
the Patience of God that ſtands- between fo 
i" ag impenitent Sinners, and pe- | fo 
Ti 


ing. 

ny long is it that an impenitent | (; 
People may look to ſcape 2 So long as the | ar 
Lord is pleaſed to lengthen out his Pati- | nc 
ence towards them; and not a Day, or | tv 
Hour longer ; this is the longeſt : And how | th 
long (or ſhort a time rather ) this may | gc 
be, no Body can tell; the very laſt Sand | an 
may this Day be running down in the | ex 
Glaſs, that he has ſet for his Forbearance | or 
towards them, | | | 


3. When. 


"thee along. © think of it! 
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3. When it is thar the great Judgment 
comes upon an unprofitable Perſon or Peo- 
ple, viz. When the long-ſuffering of God 
is come to a full Period. Then all Ways 
and Paſlages are ſer open on = e. 
And then IVOE comes, and DOWN-CUT- 
TING comes, and CASTING OUT 
comes. 

4. Then preſent Impurity isno Evidence 
of tuture Immunity; ' thou may'ſt ſtand in 
the Vineyard the firſt, ſecond, and third 
Year, and the Ax may never come nigh 
thee all that while, tocut down one Bough, 
or hew oft one Chip, and yet after that 
thou may'{t go down altogether. [CUT- 
IT DOWN] comes not till Patience be 
done, and quite worn out; and Patience, 
that is not out to day, may be over ta 
morrow. Boaſt not thy ſelf of to morrow, 
or thou Anoweſt not abs a Day may bring 
forth, Prov. 27. 1. 

5. What a deſp?:rate and dangerous 
Caſe impenitent and unprofitable Perſons 
are lying in from Day to Day; there is 
nothing but the long-1uffering of God be- 
tween them and DOWN-CUTTING. If 
theſe ſhut up, theſe poor Creatures are 
gone, everlaſtingly gone in a Moment; 
and this may ſhut up in a moment, may 
expire while thou art walking on the way, 
br talking with thy Friend, or {leeping 
thy Bed, and one ſudden Blow may lay 
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6. Beware of finning the Patience of 
God to anend ; if thou doſt this, thy end 
will border thereon. The old World, Ss- 
dom and Gomorrah, Pharoah, the Canaa-l A 
nites and Iſrael, finned the Patience of 
God to an end. And then came their 
end, as ſoon as the long-1luftering of God 
was our. Yea, and know this, Soul, that 
the longer God forbears, that the more | 
heavy and dreadful the ftroke will bez 
when it comes. Patientia luſa fit furor, 
ad penam tardus Des eſt, ad pramia velox. 
Sed per ſare ſolet vi graviore moran. 

2e that forenam'd Text, 1/2. 4.2. 14. Now 
roi/l I cry like a travelling Woman, I will 
deſtroy and devour at once. OQ think 
what came on the old World, Sodom, 
Egypt .and Feruſalem , after great . long: 
ſuffering! 1. What time the Patience of 
God towards them came to an end; and 
learn, I ſay, to beware of finning the Pa- 
tience of God to an end. 

7. See what need all impenitent unpro- 
fitable Perſons have to haſtzn theit Re- 
pentance. If there be nothing but the Pa- 
rience of God between you and Cutting- 
Down, then you have need to make haſte; 
for you know not when, at what Day, or 
in what Hour this may expire; and if 
the ending of this find you empty, then 
Atfum eſt. alls ar an end, and down you 
mult O ler this be a Spur to ſpeedy Re- 
pzntance, and Fruittulneſls. You may be 


going 1 
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going on the laſt Year, the laſt Week, 


nay, the laſt Day of he Lord's Patience; 
therefore Dclays may be very dangerous. 


As Jobn ſaid to the boaſting Fews, The Ax Mar. 3. 10. 


x laid unto the Root of the Trees , 1oI may 
ſay unto every unprofitable, unfruirful 
Perſon, for any thing thou knoweſt, the 
Ax is now laid unto thy Root, ready to 


; hew rhce down, and then to be caſt into 


the Fire. Now. I fay, therefore haſten thy 
Repentance. 

8. Whar unproficable People are at this 
Day owing to, for tne Room that they 
hold in the Vineyard ; (that 1s to ſay) the 
Patience and Lorg {uitering of God, Sirs, 
Enz/and is owing to this, for the Privi- 
ledges and Advantages that it enjoys in the 
Vineyard, and the particular Congregati- 
ons in England owing to this; and we 
are owing to this, even the Patience of 
God towards us, that only ſtands between 
us and Down<utting. This is the Fourth 
Obſervation. 


5thly.Obſcrve, That the Lord comes with 
bis Basket to a People before he comes 
with þzs Ax, i. e. A tceking Fruit, e're he 
come on telling down. Here he would 
come over and over again with the Bal- 
ker, before ever he come with a CUT IT 
DOWN. 

1. Whatit 1s that the Lord would find 


among a Pcople ; viz, Fruitfulneſs in 


 Good- 
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Goodneſs: This is it that he's for. 


the Lord of the Vineyard had rather find 


his Trees doing well, and yielding him 
Fruit, than empty, and ſuch as are fit for 
nothing but DOWN-CUTTING ; © 
the God of Heaven had rather find a Peo- 
ple planted in his Church, doing well, 
and yeilding the Fruits of Faith and Re- 
pentance, than barren and empty, fit for 
nothing, but to be hewn down, and caft 
into the Fire. 

2. That the Perdition of Sinners is of 
themſelves ; it's their own Barrenneſs that 
ruins them. As the Pſalmiſt ſp:aks, Fools, 
becauſe of their Tranſgreſhon, and becauſe 
of therr Iniquities, are afflifted, Pal. 107. 
17. So may I ſay, Sinners, becauſe of 
their Bartenneſs, are Cut down. 

3. That Fruitfulneſs is the only way to 
_ Down-cuttine, If we would not 

Il by the Ax, we muſt fill the Baxker. ' 


6thly, Obſerve, That Vineyard Treess 
which are not for Fruit, muſt be for Eire. 
[Cur it down for the Fire, for Burning. ] 
This is another. 

We areall as fo manyTrees inthcLord's 
Vineyard; and, Sirs, we are every one 
for the one of theſe, Fruit or Eyve!. If not 
tor Fruit now in this World, then for 
Fire in the next World. This our Savi- 
our plainly {hews us in that before-menti- 
oned Texr, Mar. 7. 19. Every Tree that 


bringetb* | 
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Wilbringeth not forth good Fruit, is hewn 
nd down, and caſt into the Fire, And Jobn, 
im Mar. 3. 10. This is frequently ſhadowed: 
for out unto us in the Scripture: As in the 

{of 1. Tares, Mat. 13. 30. Let both grow 
20-| together until the Harveſt, and in the time 

w; Harveſt I will ſay unto the Reapers, 
Gather ye together firft the Tares, and 
ind them in Bundles to burn them. 

2. The evil Servant. But, and if that 
evil Servant ſhall ſay in his Heart, My 
of | Lord delayeth his coming, and fhall begrn 
at to ſmite his Fellow-ſervant, &c. — The 
ls, | Lord of that Servant — ſhall cut him = 
fe | der, and appoint him his Portion with the 
57. | Hypocrites;, there ſhall be weeping and 
of | gnaſhing of Teeth, Mat. 24. 51. 

3. The unprofitable Servant, Mar. 25.30. 
to | Caſt ye the unprofitable Servant into outer 
ot | Darkneſs, there ſhall be weeping and gnaſh- 

/ Ning of Teeth. 

4. By the withered Branch, 7ohn 15. 
ox 6. If a Man abide not in me, be 3s caſt 
e. | forth as a Branch, and is withered, and 
] | Men gather them, and caſt them into the 
Fire, and they are burned. 

's | 5. The Barren Earth, Heb. 6. 7, 8. The 
1 | Earth which drinketh in the Rain that 
ot | cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth Herbs 
2 | meet for them by whom 1t zs dreſſed, receiv- 
eth Bleſhng from God. But that which 
beareth Thorns and Briars is rejefted, 
and 3s nigh unto Curing, whoſe end zs to 
be burned. All 


. 
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All theſe ſpeak the ſame thing, and ſhey 
us the ſake and end of all unprofitable Per- 
ſons, and impenitent Sinners, who are to 
be cut down, and caft into the Fire. And 
iSitſo? Then we may hence ſce, 

1. What ſad things Barrenneſs is a Fore- 
runner of, and as a Harbinger unto. (That 
is toſay) Deſtruction, a Fire, a Fire ne- 
ver to be quenched, is ar the Back of eve 
ry barren Tree: and when it goes down, it 
drops into it. This is that which Barren: 
neſs preſages. 

2, What Matter of trembling this may} © 
be to many People in theſe Days. Mu 
they that are barren be for the Fire, cut pl 
down for Fuel > Then many and many a \ 
poor unprofitable Creature may Julſtly 
rremble this Pay to think what is com- 
ing upon-them. O! is it not a fearful 
thing to be caſt as Logs into the Fire, and Y 
be ſet all on a Blaze there. Why, alas, 
this is it, that many fair Vineyard-Trees 
are like to be for the Fire. 

2. The Necellity that lyes on us to 
be fruitful, if we will not b= for the Fire. 
This is neceſtary ; for there are no middle I |” 
Trees that are for neither, but all are for bu 
the one or the other, Fruit or Fuel. It 
we be nor of that make, we can on no f4- 
{hion ſcape, but wemuſt be of this; there gr 
is no Choice afore us, ſave one of theſe 
two. As Deut. 39. 15. See I have ſet be- 
fore thee this Doy Life and Good, Death 


and 
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and Evil. So Il may ſay, there isno other 
choice for us, but one of theſe two, either 
Life or Death, Good or Evil, Bleffing or 
Curling, to be for Fruit, or for Fuel. 

4. What a blefled thing ir is to be fruit- 
ful like the Trees of Paradice, pleaſant to 
the Sight, and good for Food. Oh to be 
thus fruitful is a blefled thing! Ir's this 
you ſee that prevents DOWN-CUTTING, 
and OFF-CUTTING. 


7thly, Obſerve, That Perſons may ſtand 
and flouriſh long, that are for the Fire in 
the end, This Tree (repreſenting the Peo- 
ple) had held irs room Three Years, 
Fi was now for DOWN-CUTTING. 

any a fair Tree, that had ſtood this Year, 
and thatYear, ſpreading abroad her Boughs 
and Leaves, has gone to the Fire the next 
Year; ſo many Perſons may flouriſh for 
the preſent, (this was David's Obſervation, 
P/al. 37. 35, 36.) That have been in great 
Power, and ſpread themſelves like the Bay- 
tree. Net they are pajled away, and lothey 
they are not, yea, they have been ſought, but 
they could not be Reed I ſought him, 
but he was quite gone. The Aſrian 
was a fair ſpreading Tree, yet wenr down 
wonderfully, Ezek. 231. 34. Bebold the A/ſ- 


rien was a Cedar in Lebanon with fair 


wranches, and with a ſhadowing Shrowd, 
and of ax high Statrre, and his = Was 
among the thick Boughs, &c. My bgloved, 
| Perſons 


The Barren Fie-Tree. 
Perſons may ftand and flouriſh mightily 
Year after Year, in 
x. Eftate, Riches, Honour, Name, and 
Friends in the World, may have a conſtant 
and continual Flux of theſe, and Cups run- 
ning over: And, 
2. Profeſhon, and Growth therein, as 
Willows by the Water-courſes, ſending out 
their Branches, and ſpreading their Leaves 
onevery ſide; and yet after all, and in the 
end of all, go to the Fire. As the P/al- 
xiſt obſerves in his time, (which even 
fumbled the Holy Man) The wicked were 
great and proſperous in the World : They 
bave no Bands in their Death, they are not 
in Trouble—nor plagued like uther Men: Y, 
Their Eyes ſtand out with Fatneſs, and | 
Waters of a full Cup are wrung out 10; 
them, and they have more than Heart cant 
wiſh. But what was the end of all this ? 
Why, Deſtruction. V. 18. Surely thou dridſt 
ſet them in ſlippery Places, thou didft caſt 
them down into Deftruftion. — They are 
brought into Deſolation, as in a moment 
they are utterly conſumed with Terrors.—' 
When thow awakeſt thou ſhalt deſpiſe their 
Job 21. Image. Thus fob alſo obſerved , read 
Luke 16. Chap. 21. Remember (Luke 16. 19.) the 
"_ Parable of the rich Glutton. Job concludes I 
from the greenneſs of the Ruſh, while Þ** 
growing; but when once Moiſture . fails; JF 
it quickly withereth, --- So (ſays he, ver Þ* 
Job 8. 13- 13.) are the Paths of all that forget oy 
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"ond the Hypocrites Hopes ſhall periſh. See 
then, 

I. That bare Proſperity and Succeſs in 
this World - is no ſufficient Evidence of a » 
1- | 200d Condition. Many People are ready 

to perlwadethemſclves, thit God is pleaſed 
's {with them, and all's well; becauſe they 
at © ftand and grow, and things go wc<ll with 
2s | them in the Earth : Bur alas, Soul, this 
1s £5 but a ſorry Ground to bottom ſuch a 
1. | Ferſwafion on, thou may'ſt ſtand, and ſtand 
n (in theVineyard Year after Year, and yet be 
re (for the Fire inthe end. Yea, oftentimes the 
” Lord uſes not the Rod, nor the Pruning 
3s | Hook. where he will uſe the Ax, bur lets 
n; Buch Trees alone, till they be ready for 
1d Down- Cutting. 
;o9 4.2. That all choſe are not well that are 
2x {ſorthe-preſent ina fineand flouriſhing Caſe. 
When Belſhazar was in the top of his 
Proſperity, the Hand of God was writing 
off (ey terrible things againſt him. When 
this Tree was ſunning 1t ſelf in the Vine- 
yard, and lifting up 1ts Head among the 
teſt of the Trees, God was ftgning a War- 
| -( for its CUTTING-DOWN. And 
a4 Ivis, Sirs, is the Caſe of many, and ma- 
wa one, who are at-preſent flouriſhing, 
and profperous in the World. 50 thatall 
e $3p0t well with thoſe that proſper for the 
Is; |! lent, 
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3. That Perfons may come to very falff 4 
Ends after that they have flouriſhed loft 
in the World. My Beloved. whatevalſj 
has gone before, this DOWN-CUTTINGES 
will be a woful End; and it's not ſo f: 
but mary a fair and tall Tree may, andfl'$ 
does cotne to it. For the Day of the Lori 
of Hoſts ſhall be upon every one that ; 
proud and lofty, and upon every one tht V 
zs lifted up, and he ſhall be brought lon:Ya 
Ard upon all the Cedars of Lebanon, that an x, 
high and lifted up, and upon all the Oaks iff by 
Baſhan: Ard _ all the high Mountainrflts 
and ipon all theHills that are lifted up, Wt of 
Ta. 2. 12, 13, 14- So, Sirs, there willſ9: 
be a Day of the Lord upon many a Ced&f6; 

Lebanon, and upon many an Oak ofly, 

han; 1. e. upon many a flouriſhing Per-Yftr, 
Jn, that has = wp long in the World Blthe 
I fay, there will be a Day upon many odffder 
theſe, a Day of DOWN-CUTTING, far 
Day of. OUT-CASTING. © think of ® 
and look too, that you go not down fot Jaby 
one! For many a fair and fine Tree muſt Ji 
dowh, and to the Fire. I FT 

4. ReR not in a flouriſhing State and Jay 
Condition in the World, thou knowelt 
not what it may end in : Nay, if there be Ja 
hor ſomething betrer, ſomething betweetMc 
God and thee, this will be the-end ; a T 
ter thou haſt ſtood awhile, as thoy- arty itt ; 
down thou muſt. Sirs, if we: ould ie ite E 
Into the Pit, we might ſee more. _ 2 Mas. 

WW, fe 
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all few, all on alight Fire, and flaming there, 
ono that were fine Trees while they ſtood here 
va in the Vineyard. Reſt nor in a flouriſhing 
ol Seate and Condition in this World. 

5. Envy not, but pity poor proſperin 
ana Sinners. O, when your Hearts wall 
9 grudge at them, remember this; (thar is to 
th fb) that Trees may ſtand long in the 
aff Vineyard, and yet be for the Fire at laſt; 
on;Fand that theſe are of this Make, 7ob 24. 
anfi4 They are exalted for a little white, 
5 of bat are gone, and brought low; they are 
ny taken out of the way as all other, andcut 
off a+ the tops of the Ears of Corn. Plal 
92. 7. When the wicked ſprung as the 
dat Grefs, and mben all the Workers of Iniqui- 

fy do flouriſh, it is that they ſhall be de- 
PerAſiroyed for ever. Ler this quiet thee; 
rid the Lord propoſes it as a quicting Confir 
 offderation, P/at. 27. 1. Fret not thy {er be- 
, danſe of eve! Doers, neither be t DOK CNUI- 
| it; for againſt the Workers of Iniquity. But 
fot Joby? v. 2. For they ſhall ſoon be cut dont 
18 Jite theGra/s.and wither as the greenHerb. 
'INay, the Lord himſelt bears on this.ac- 
a nunt. V. 13. The Lord ſhall laugh at: 
' 1's 


; for be ſeeth that bis Day is coming, 
be nd therefore bears, and may & not thou 
ect}much more bear. 

af This is the Seventh, think. on it; and as 
ty gt 2s you ſee a piece of Wood come to 
ie Þ Fire, let this-be your Thoughts: This 
1 3Ms-once a ſpacious Tree, that ftoed many 
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2a day in ſuch and ſuch a Place, and was 
cloath'd with Bark, adorn'd with Branches 
and Lezves, but the Ax has paſſed on it, 
and it's in the Fire. This is an Emblem of 
the Condirion of many poor Creatures, [ 
had need look too, that it prove not mine, 


Sthly, Obſerve, That wicked and pro 
phane Perſons, 'who are placed within the 
Lord's Vineyard, ſhall meet with certain 
DOWN-CUTTING. [Cut itdown]|| { 
What muſt be Cut down £ Why, the empf| tl 
ty _—_— this muſt down, and out off 0 
the Vineyard. Now, my Beloved, iff bi 
barren Fig-tree muſt not tarry in the Vine T; 
yard; then ſurely the Briar and the Thonf oy 
muſt in no wiſe tarry there ; he that will 
not ſufter a barren Fig-tree, that's empyÞ Tr 
of good Fruit, to ſtand there, will neva y, 

fer a bad Tree, that's loaden with ill 1b: 
Fruit, to keep its room there. Brian He 
Brambles, and Thorns, ſhall not ſtand there /7; 
where Fig-trees go down. - Thisis certainf Ee 
P/al. 9: 17. The Wicked ſhall be turned mr. 
to Hell, and all the Nations that forget GolYThi 
Pfal. 37. 38. The Tranſgreſſors ſhall be de ber 
ftroyed together, the end of the Wicked ſhale) 


be De And ſays -7ob, Chap. 31. 3. love 


I) 


not Deſtruftion to the Wicked, and a ftranglin 
Pumſhment to the Workers of IniquityPthey 
Eccleſ. 8. 12. Though a Srnner do Evil dlfig nc 
bundred times, and his Days be prolongth Loo 


pl 


yet ſurely 1 know that it ſhall be well wilffdgnc 
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them rhat fear God. Mat. 13. 40, 41, 42- 
As therefore (ſays our — the Tares 
are gathered and burnt in the Eire, fo 
of Þ ſhall zrt be in the end of the World. The 
iy Son of Mar ſhall ſend forth bis Angels, 
ne. and they ſhall gather out of his Kingdom 
all things that offend, and them which do 
YT Iniguity, and ſhall caſt them into a Furnace 
theſ of tire. My Beloved, pray confider it. 
ain} 1. There are many, very many of this 
n.Jl] fort of Trees riſen up in the Vineyard at 
mp this Day among us. The Vineyard is not 
t off only cumbred with many barren Trees, 
it 20 but ſadly peſtered with many bad Trees. 
inf Theſe are thronging in every part, it's 
1onf| overgrown with Roots that bear Gall and 
wil} Wormwood. O there are many Vineyard 
1h Trees, whereof the Lord may ſay, (as Mc. 
eve 7. 4.) The beſt of them 7s as a Briar, and 
h Wy be oſt upright 7s ſharper than a Thorn- 
ian Hedge. And (as Deut. 32. 32.) their 
here] Vine 7s of the Vine of Sodom, and of the 
ram eld of Gomorrah ; their Grapes are 
1 mf Grapes of Gall, their Cluſters are bitter. 
Goly They are like Jeremiab's Basket of Figs, 
e dt very naughty, which could not be eaten, 
Whihey were ſo bad, jer. 24. 1, 2. 90, my Be- 
\. loved, are there not many Trees in the 
anfVineyard, whoſe Fruit is 1o naughty, that 
ye hey cannot be eaten they are ſa bad ? Alas, 
11 aſs not Uncleanneſs, Drunkennejs, Oaihs, 
rgeh Loſenc/s of Life, (the Fruit that Abun- 
wifance of Trees are loaden with Tear 
wr þ 2 after 
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after Tear ? O there are many of this » 
ſort ! 

2. As there are many ſuch Trees, foff 
we may in this Truth. as in a Glaſs, ſe 
evidently what will come on them, and 
on our ſelves, if we be of them. The bar 
ren Tree muſt down, and ſhall the bad Tree 
ftand? Olook at this fa//ing Fig tree! 
And if thou be a Looſe, a Prophane, 4 
Pile Perſon, thou may | therein foreſe: 
thine own Fate and Fall. The Fg tre 
that, 1. Bears no Nox:ozs, Huriful, an 
NaughtyEruits, 2. Beautified with many 
fair Leaves of a Profeſſion ; but is, 3. emp 
| Sang Goodneſs, muſt Down, how canf 
thou reckon to Stand? Alas, thou canſ 
mot! Beware of ſuch palpable notorious 
Deluſion. It's the Lord's own Charge 
I Coy. 6.9. Know ye not that the Unrigh- 
eos ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God. 
Be not deceived; neither Fornicators, at 
Wdolaters, nor Adulterers, nor Effeminatt 
nor Abuſers of themſelves with Mankind 
nor Thieves, nor Covetous, nor Drunkards, 
mor Revilers, nor Extortioners, ſhall init 
rit the Kingdom of God, Eph. 5. 3, 4, 5,6 
But Fornication, and all Uncleanneſs, a 
Covetouſneſs, let it not be once named & l 
among ft you, as becometh Saints, Neitherf +: 
Eilt war's nor Fooliſh Talking, nor ef 5 
3ng. which are not convenient, but rathetÞ © 
groin; of Thenks. For this ye know, tha 9 
: ao Whoremonger, a0r uxclean Perſon, at 
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ſe cometh the Wrath of God upon the Chil- 


and 
bat 


res 


ce! 


SI's m8 > © 


Y 


thy 


IRE 


0 The Barren Fig-Tree. 


\ | covetorus Man, who zs an Idolater, hath any 
Inheritance in the Kingdom of Chriſt, and 


of God. Let no Man decerve you with 
fe things 


dren of Diſobedience. Be not deceived, 


for hecauſe of theſe things cometh the 


Wrath of God. Let no Man deceive 
yous The Caution and Warning imports, 


that ſuch Sinners are apt to flatter them- 


ſelves, and are ready to hearken to the 
Flattery of others, but will in the end of 
all find themſelves deceivedto their utzer 
and endleſs undoing, 

3. That the wicked muſt turn or die. 
Art thou an ungodly Man or Woman ? 
Why, this Truth brings thee theſe Tidings 
this Day. Pray take notice of it ; Gad's 
Ax will ſurely make a Riddance of every 
Briar and Thorn gut of the Vineyard; if 
it find thee ſuch a one, down thou goeft. 
P/21. 7. 11, 12, 13. God judgeth the Righ- 
teous, and God is angry with the Wicked 
every Day. If he turn not, he will whet 
his Sword: He hath bent his Bow, and 
wade it ready. He hath alſo prepared far 
him the Inflruments. of Death ;, he ordatu- 
th his Arrows againſt the Perſecutors. 
If, 9. 18. For Wickedneſs burneth az the 
Fire; it ſhall devour the Brigrs and 
Thorns, and ſhall kindle in the Thickets 
of the Forreſt, and they ſhall mount up like 
the lifting up of Smoak, i, e, Peccatores & 


iwpios. E 4 9thly, 
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gthly, Obſerve, That the Lord ſpares 
ſome for a Time, that deſerve DO W N- 
CUTTING. People may deſerve to be 
Cut down, and yer be paſled by for a Sea- 
ſon. This Fig tree deſerved to be cut 
down the firſt Year, yer it ſtood the 1e- 
cond, and after that the third Year, cer 
the Charge comes. Many a one ſtands 
on this Faſhion many a Year after there 
is Matter enough ot Condemnation, and 
Down- cutting, 

I. That God does not always take Sin- 
ners at the firſt, as ſoon as there ts cauſe, 
and my are wotthy. 

2. We may not think that we are right, 
becauſe we are ſpared. No, no, we may 
be far enough from that ; we may ſtand, 


and yet deſerve DOWN-CUTTING all 


that while: Yea, and come tro DOWN- 
CUTTING at laft. 

3. What many poor Sinners owe their 
Randing unto, Mercy, Mercy, Lam. 3.22. 
It is of the Lord's Mercies that we are not 
confum'd; ſo may thou and I ſay, that 
thou ſtandeft, and ſtandeſt when many 
another goes down, may not be, becauſe 
they were worſe deſerving than thou art, 
but from ſparing Mercy. No doubt but 
many a Tree in the Forreſt went down in 
the Three Years that this ſtood in the Vine- 
yard, that deſerved as welbto have kept 
rheir room as this. | | 
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It's not Deſert in them, bur Mercy in 
God, that keeps Nations, Congregations, 
Families, and Perſons up, when others go 


be | down about them. As our Saviour 
24- told them that the Ga/r/eans were not 
ut || greater Sinners than others, becauſe they 
ſe. I ſuffered {uch things; fo 1 fay, that thoſe 
'er | which are cut down, may notbe, becauſe 
ds they were worſe deſerving than thoſe that 
re | ſtand up, but from ſparing Mercy, where- 
nd I by the one is kept up, when the other is 
cut down and periſhed, 
n- 
e, | 10othly, Obſerve, That tho' an unprofita- 
ble People may be ſpared for a time. yet they 
it, | bave no Advantage thereby, if they con- 
wy Þ 1inue in their Unprofitableneſs. This Stay, 
d, I thisDelay,is noAdvanrtageto them,they have 
11 F noBenefit by it,are no better for it in the end, 
N. | if they be not better'd by it. This Fig-tree 
deſerved to be Cr down the firſt Year, yet 
it Þ it ſtood the ſecond and third Year; bur it's 
2. | no better for this, {till it muſt down: And 
xt | tho' it was begg'd oft another Year longer, 
it F(as you ſee) yer this was no Advantage 
y Þ neither, DOWN ir went at laſt. Sothat 
e £1 fay, Though 2 Sinner do Evil an Hun- 
t, Þ dred times, and his Days be prolonged, i.e. 
t Fifhe continue long, and ſtand many Days, 
n Fyet it ſhall not be well with him, neither 


> | hall he prolong his Days, which are as 
& Shadaw; i. e. Shall not ſtand for ever, 
but come to Dowr c:11tizzg he muſt. His 


long 
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Ecclef. 8. 
I2, 12, 


long Days are but a ſhort Life, like a ſha- 
dow that vaniſhes to nothing. And ſays 
the Prophet, — The Sinner being an Hun: 
Ifa. $6.20, dred Tears old, ſhall be accurſed, (id eſt) 
Duam diu cung, vita ejws per patientian 
dei prolongetur Maleditis Tamen, tan: 
dew evader, We ſee that old Trees that 
die on the Ground where they have grown, 
and fall down for Age, are yet hewn in 
pieces, and hurried Piece after Piece tg 
the Fire. Yea, theſe (of all others) are fit 
for nothing but Fire, can hardly ſerve for 
any other uſe. '-- So, Sirs, how long ſoever 
le Perſons may ſtand, if they re- 
main fo, their ftanding will be no Advan- 
tage to.them; it's only a little time that 
they have more than others; bur Dowr,and 
to the Fire they' muſt; that will be theit 
End. Then, 
I. That to live many Days, and have 
a long time in the Vineyard (in cafe Per- 
ſons be barren) is no great Matter. There 
are ſome carnal old Men, who are forward 
ro glory in their long Randing, and gray 
Hairs; but alas, this glorying is vain, 
Bonum vite non eft poſitum in ſpacto eju 
fed in uſe. It's an Honour indeed to be 
Prov. x6. an old Diſciple: And the hoary Head % 
_ 2 Crown of Glory, if it be found in the way 
of Righteouſneſs. But it otherwiſe, thou 
beefſt an old Shrub, that haſt ſtood long} 
but neyer borne any Fruit; thou art never 
the betrer, but the worſe for thy Age. 
2, What] : 
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2. What need we have to improve the 
Time of God s fparing Mercy. Haſt thoy 
been of a = time an unprofitable Plant 
in the Lord's Vineyard? One that has ſtood 
empty there many aday ? Is the Lord yet 
ſparing thee? Then let us quicken thee to 
improve this time, elſe this time that thou 
art ſpared, when others are Cut down, will 
be no Advantage unto thee; nay, thou wilt 
be the worſe for it in the end. Conſider 
this, if thou continue barren , the longer - 
thou art ſpared, the ſadder Matters will 
be.when thou com> at laſt to this DOWN- 
CUTTING : For the longer thou art ſpa- 
red, and the greater the Mercy thou en- 
joyeft, the greater will thy Account be in 
the end. And, 

1. The more heavy Diſpleaſure of God 
will fall upon thee. When the Lord bears 
long with a Nation, or Congregation, or 
Perſon, and all does no good, then is 
Wrath waxes hot againſt them. 1. We 
may ſee it in reference to a People, in 
that Threatning denounced, Lam. 2. 2. 
The Lord bath ſwallowed up all the Habz- 
tations of Jacob, and hath not pitied, — 
He hath polluted the Kingdom, and the 
Princes thereof. He hath cut off in his 
fierce Anger all the Horn of Iſtael; —A4nd 
be burned againſt Jacob /ike a flaming 


| Eire, which devoureth round about. He 


had waited long, and nowat laft, when 
he begins with them, you ſe how it bb 
> , 


The Barren Fig-Tree. 

He burned againſt Jacob like a flaming 
Fire — 2, We may ſee it in reference to 
a Perſon, in that, P/a/. 50. 21. Lheſe 
things haſt thou done, and I kept Stlence,— 
but I will reprope thee, and ſet them in 
order before thine Eyes. Now conſider 
thzs, ye that forget God, leſt I tear you-m 
preces, asa Lion. and there be none to de- 
lrver. O the Anger of the Lord is hot a- 
gainſt, and heavy on old withered Trees, 
that have ſtood long to no purpoſe. It 
were better in this reſpect to be cut done 
while but a green Twig, than when a 
grown and old Tree. Naham 1. 2. 10 
aid, He reſerveth Wrath for his Enemies, 
7. e. He ſtores and lays it up, as Men do 
their Treaſures, and as a Treaſure it is 
growing every Day. 50 that the longer 
thou art ſpared, the more heavy Diſplea- 
ſure of God will fall upon thee, if thou 
continueſt a barren Tree in his Vineyard, 
Iſa. 42. 14. 

2. The more will thy Sin be, while thou 
art ſtanding empty in the Vineyard. Why, 
the Lord's Diſpleaſure is coming upon thee, 
and thy Sin is increafing, and multiplying 
continually every Day, and every Oppor- 
tunity 1s adding to the Heap, and thou 
have more Sin to fall with, more Guilt to 
fall and lye under for ever. 

3. Thy Accompts will be greater, and thy 
Score run to 2 paſter Sum. Thou wilt 
hive, 1. More time to reckon for. 2. More 
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Sabbaths | 
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'Sabbaths to account for. 3-- More Ser- 


mons to give an account of. And, 4.The 


Labours of more of the Lord's Vine-dreſ- 
fers to account for. Thy Accompts are 


running on from Day to Day, and this 
will be fad when the counting Day comes. 
The time will come when thou wilt wiſh 
(on this account) that thou had'ft not ſtood 
half, nor a quarter of the time in theVine- 
yard, as thou haſt ſtood in it empty and 
unprofitable. 

4. The more will thy Heart be hardened, 
and confirmed in Evil, How long ſoever 
thou may'ſt tarry in the Vineyard, yet it 
thou be not brought unto Fruitfulneſs, 
thou wilt be worſe. Where the Word zs 
not the Savour of Life unto Life, — there, 
by accident, 27 zs the Sauvour of Death unto 
Death, 2 Cor. 2. 16, As it is with crabby 
and knotty Trees, the longer they grow, 
the more knotty and crabbed they are, 
and require more Blows to CUTTING- 
DOWN, more Wedges for riving and ma- 
king them ready for the Fire; 1o it is 
with unprofitable Perſons in the Lord's 
Vineyard. 

5+ The more will thy Inexcuſableneſs be 
at the laſt. This is another. It the 
Lord ſufter thee to ftand long, this long 
ſtanding will leave thee no Excule ; no- 
thing, nothing in the World to ſay for 
thy ſelf at laſt, when he is laying the Ax 
to the Root, and cutting thee down. - 

48 irs, 
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Sirs; fone go-dowty with Mouths fo fhut 
and ſtopt, nay, feal'd up as thoſe thar have! 
ſtood 2 long time etpty in the Vineyard, 
t. They car have nothing to fay. 2. No 
Body can have any thing to fay for them. 
3. The Dreffer cannot pur in a Word more 
for the Tree that's fpared the fourth Year, 
2nd brings no Fruit. If the Lord had cut 
thee down the firſt Year, thou mighteſt 
have faid, If I had been but ſpared one 
Year longer, I might have borne Fruit; 
bur now thou wilt have no Excuſe, ſee-'Þ| F: 
ing he has ſpared thee not only the firſt, || ?! 
fecond and third, bur'the fourth Year al- Þ 8 
fo, and yet thor art unfruirful. th 

6. Thy Shame will be greater when thou 
art cut down. Barrenne/ſs 7s a great Res» 
proach and Diſgrace to Fields and Frees, 
eſpecially to Vineyard Trees, that are plan- 
ted itt a fat and fertile Soil. This makes 
them contemptible in the Eyesof the Ma- 
fter and Keepers, and of all Comers into 
the Vineyard. No Body ſets any Store by 
them, or puts any Price on them : 'So, 
Sirs, Barrenneſs is 2 mighty Diſprace to 
Perſons that live under the Goſpel; tho' 
many are no more ſenſible of it, than the 
Trees that have no Senſe. And the longer 
thou ftandeſt withour Fruit, the greater 
wil thy Shame be in the end, in thefight 
of all that ſhall look upon thee, 
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= The Barren Flg-Tree. 
” 7. Thy Fall and Condemnation will bs 
greater and ſadder, This is another. A 
tender Sprout may be cut down without 
any Noiſe or Notice ; but an old Treg 
that has ſtood long, ſpread its Boughs far 
abroad, and lifted up its Head to a great 
height, when it comes to felling. makes a 
reat noiſe, and gives a mighty craſh at its 
fall, So thy Fall will be the greater; as itis 
faid of the Aſſprian, (Ezek. 31.5.) I made 
. | the Nations 10 ſhake at the ſound of bis 
a  Exil, when I caſt him down to Hell with 
> | them that deſcend into the Pit. The 

| great, the great Damnation will fall u 
theſe; their Hell will be a double Hell, the 
a | young and tender Twigs will bur ſmoak 
Þ | there, (as we may ſay) but theſe old Logs, 
of many Years growth, will make a mighty 
Flame, and blaze for ever. Think of this 
whilſt thou ſtandeft impenitent and unpro- 
firable in the Vineyard from Year to Year. 
Thou artTrea/uring up unto thy ſelf Wrath 
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thar will make thy Judgment more hea- 
vy, thy Condemnation more grievous, and 
thy Hell more hot and intollerable for ever, 
as one that hath of a long time'been wear- 
Ing the Parierce of God, and fruſtrating the 
Pains of his Vine dreſſers. 

- Well. Sirs, pray think at this; lay theſe 
Seven things together, and you may ſee 
from them that it will be no Advanrage to 
you to be ſpazed, and ſtand a lony t.me 
; In 
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againſt the Day of Wrath; i. ce. That Sin, Rom, 2. 5, 
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The Barren. Fig-Tree. * *® 
in the Vineyard, unleſs you be brought un 
to Fruitfulneſs thereby. If no Erait, ng 
Mercy. Why? 1. Becauſe God will be 
more Angry. 2. Thy Sin more aggravauW 
ted. 2. Th Accompts greater. 4. Thy f: 
Heart harder. 5. Thou more inexcula-W 
ble. 6. Thy Shame greater, 7. Thy 
Fall ſadder. So that ir may be matter of} 
Fear and Trembling unto us, to think oF 
ſRtanding long in the Vineyard, only as Trees 
that take room. Alas! that Room (tho: WF* 
we have no Advantage by it ) is choice Þ 
Room, and Rocm that we muſt pay dear; 
for ar laſt. | 


3. We paſs now unto the Third Thing | 
in this Fifth Part of this Parable, v:z. MW 


To whom he gave it in Charge, to ſedi 
the Sentence executed on this barren Fig 
rree ; and that was the Dreſſer, v. 7. Thet 
ſaid be unto the Dreſſer of his Vineyard 
Cut it down. This 1s here ſpoken, and, W 
given in Charge to the Dreſſer of the Vine3 BU 
yard, ſuitable unto the foregoing part of: Þ 
the Parable: For otherwiſe in Strictneſy 
of Speech, it's not the Miniſter's Work, Þ 
but the MASTER'S [ the Lord's Work | 
to- CUT DOWN unprofitable Perſons 
And therefore in the end of the Parable, 

v. 9,—Let it alone, Lord, (ſays the Die? 
ler ) this Year alſo, till I ſhall dig, about it; W 
and dung it. And if it bear Frutt, 1oell;y Wc 
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nd if not, then after that thou ſhalt cut it 
Wown. Yer after a ſort, and in a Senle, 
b: Miniſters are DOWN-CUTTERS of un- 
Þ frotirable Impenitent Perſons in the 


E£hurch. 


w | ] 1. The Lord may be ſaid to Cut down 
. ither, 
J hem our of his Houſe, and from under his 


. þ dinances. 
a. 2- Or lays waſte the Vineyard where 


hey ſftand,”and turns it into a Forreft,. as: 


pu may ſee in that Parable, 1/2. 5. 1, 2,.. 


M$, 4, 5, 6.—1 w:// rell you tohat I will do 
=» my Vineyard, I will rake away the 
| k edpe thereof, and it ſhall be eaten up, 
4 d. break down the Tall thereof, and it 
os bel! be trodden down. And I will lay 
JE waſte, it ſhall not be pruned, nor dig- 
«Bed — And your Houſe ſhall be left unto 
E Jos deſolate, Matth. 23. 38. 
3, Or, when he actually cuts them 
gown by Death, and leaves them to 
{ Wl into the Pit. Thus when the. Lord 
mes upon an unprofitable People or Per- | 
-];Þn, and drives them out of his Houle, or 
Þ its away his Ordinances from them; 
&, Mar 15 one degree of DOWN- CUTTING: 
id when he comes and knocks them down 
p. Sickneſs, . or ſweeps them away by his 
/.,Wdgments; that is another degree; and 


. —H_ and falling Stroke to them, ar 
F which 


f @fruictul unprofitable Perſons, when he. 


1. Caſts them out of theVineyard, drives 
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| The Barren Fig-Tree. 
which ,they tumble down to DeſtruQtionM 


Now, | | 
- 2. The Dreſſers of the Vineyard, 7. 2 
the Miniſters, - may. be ſaid to CUTF 
DOW N, as they are ſent, and come} 
from the Lord, to declare and denounce 
theſe things to an unprofitable People, 
Thus the Lord declares, 7er. 1. 10. See, I 
have this Day ſet thee over the Nations, 
and over the Kingdoms, to root out, and 
zo pull down, and to defirgy, and to throw 
down — The Lord faith to the Prophet, 
See, &c. 7. e. Declaratively, by declari 
and denouncing of my: Judgments againſt 
them. So Ezek. 43. 3.—According 10 the 
Vifion that I ſaw, when I came to defiroy 
zhe City. (That is) when I came to ſhew and 
that the City ſhould bedeftroyed. Andi 
the Dreflers, when they come to. declare YGr; 
in the Preachihg of the Word, that they 
Thall be CUT DOWN. Thus you ſcene 
how the Miniſters of the Goſpel may be 
Aid ro CUT DOWN unprofitable and JU 
unfruitful Perſons. Now trom this we! 

. may obſerve, ul 

rſt, That the Lord ſometimes ſends WM. 

hzs Servants (after they have ſpent mucl, 
Time and Pains among a People) on 
Errands, and with ſad Meſſages to that 
People for their Unprofitableneſs, Thus 
it was here; the Drefler of rhe Vineyard, 
after Three Years Labour in the V ineyard, Je 


 & now ſent to be the fad Mm” - o_ 
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heavy Tidings to this Fig-tree, and to de» 
nounce DOWN-CUTTING againſt it. 
Of this we have many Inſtances, what 
Ad Meſlages have the. Servants of the 
Lord come with. You may ſee, I/a, 22. 
2,3, 4, 5, and 58. 1. Fer. 7. 20. Ezek,. 
I5. 6,7,8, and 21./2, 3. Amos 8. 2, 3,11, 
12. Mal. 4. 1. Yea, our bleſſed Saviour, 
who was Anointed tor preach the Goſpel 
tothe Poor ---- To heal the braken-hearted, 
to preach Delroerance 10 the Captroes, and 
recovering of Sight to the Blind, to ſet at 
Liberty them that were bruiſed, topreach 
tbe acceptable Tear of the Lord---- Luke 4. 
18, 19. yet came with one ſad Word at- 
ter another to this People for Impenitency 
nd Unprofitablenefs. Mat. 11. 20, 21, 
22, 23, 24. it is ſaid, He wpbraided the 
Wes wherein moſt of bis mighty Works 
e done, becauſe they repented not, and 
mounced a Wo againſt them---- And for 
his their Unprofitableneſs he tells them, - 
ibat the Kingdom of God ſhould be taken 
g'om them, and groen to a Nation, that. 
wld bring forth the Fruits thereof, Mat. 
W. 43. And the like fad Meſlage he 
ngs to them, Mar. 23. 38, 39. and 
Re ' al, 42. 
1. Whar it is that puts fad Mcllage 
us Mo Miniſters Mouths ? It is this, the Un- 
Politableneſs and Sinfulneſs of the People, 
day are ſent unto. This; this _ makes 
wm to come weeping unto | puts 
+ | a 
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Melſages into their Hands, like the ROLLF: 
that was put into Ezekze/s Hand, Chaps 
2/9, Yo. O Sirs! the Work, the moſt} 

oper Work- of an Ambaſſador of -JeſyyÞ 

bfiſt,' is-to bring good Tidings. But ag! 
the Carriage of the Ga/atians put the Ho- 
ly Apoſtle upon changing his: Voice, Ch, 
4. 20. ſo the Sins of*the People. often put 
the faithful Servant of.Chriſt upon: ſharp, 
and- cutting Work. . They muſt do it who- 
ever it —_— it they will diſcharge 
their TRUST, be faithful to their Maſter, 
and true to the Intereſt of the Souls they q 
Have the Overſight of. * (c 

2. You that are barren and unprofitable,- 
may- ſee what Tidings . you may expe m 
the Lord's Ambaſſadors to come with unto{] gr 
you. - Sad Tidings, heavy Mefliges, onefto 
heavy 'Meflage after another. . This . youſJun 
may expeQt, and look for from them.#Þl: 
They '' come” preaching Peace 'by Jeſus Til 
Chrift, and bring many ſweet /and cont-Ith: 
Tortable Meſfages to the penitentBeliever,| wt 
and fruitful Perſons : ' But alas! if you befrow 
impenitent and unprofitable, no Word offfibu: 
this belongs to you; you have no Part-nof 
Lot in this Matter; . you do but . deceiveſanc 
your ſelves, when you ſo take: it to youtthe 
ſelves, and think” it belongs. to you. ' NoJwit 
Sirs, the part that belongs to.you lyes DO 
the ſad, in the. trembling part of. theitþand 
ge, in their Work, that is DOWNJter 
CUTTING Work; they can come: withf#V. 
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The Barren Fig-Tree. 
.LÞno other Tidings to you than thoſe our Sa- 
2p Viour came with here, v. 2.and 5. T1 zel/ 
oft) you nay, but except ye repent, ye ſhall all 
ſyg$likewsſe periſh. Or to tell you of any 
x hetter things ( if you remain unprofitable ) 
than of DOWN-CUTTING.: certain, un- 
avoidable, utter and everlaſting DOWN- 
CUTTING. And to come with ſmooth 
1Þ4 and filken Words to you, and tell you of 
ho-£] Good thar is towards you ( while you're- 
re main unprofitable ) would be the way to 
ter, ſeal you up under Deluſion, - till you be 
heyy quite down, and paſt all Poſſibility of Re- 
- {| covery. | _—— 
ble. 3. Then the Minifters .of Chrift, after 
ed] much rime ſpent among a People, and. 
ntoÞ} great Pains taken with them, may be put 
one toleave them very ſadly, with very heavy 
/ougand weary Tidings. Many times a Man 
em. plants a. Tree in. his. Vineyard, . and-nou- 
ſus} Tihes it there Year after Year, does. alf 
"ni-{'thar he can ro have Fruit of it; : aiid-yet 
vet, When all is done,. he 1s :forced with: his 
befrown Hands to Hew: down this Tree, and 
| offburry it our. So here the Miniſters: of 
nofEhriſt, after much Pains with a People, 
jveþand: great Labours about Perſons to )do 
oufthem Good, are often put to: leave. them 
with fad. :Hearts., and fad News--6f 
JDOW N-CUTTING. A. very unwelcome 
_ Wark to them. You: have 
bow. onr Saviour after all his mighty 
orks'that* he !/had: done amongſkrhem, 
F 3 was 
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The Barren Fig-Tree. | 
was put to leave Chorazin, Bethſaid, & 
| wh, Capernaum, under a WO, with}® 
4d News of total. Ruin and DeftruQtionJ® 
Why. ler's think of it. It's fad to them, 
that Chriſt ſends to us, to leave any off® 
them' they come - unto, on this Faſhion, th 
with WO! ©, but it will be fad to Pur ® 
poſe with thofe whom they leave on ſuch 
a faſhion: And it were better that we 
Had never been born, than that they who th 
Have come, bringing us Tidings of Life ® 
and Light, and Glory, from time to timg M 
ſhould (becauſe: we have not hearkendl. 
unto _ bring and leave us with Ti ® 

In of OWNCUTTING 1NC a 
DEATH. 


Secondly, Obſerve, That Miniſlers 
down barren Trees inhis Vineyard, CThaf ® 
faid be' unto the Dreſſer of bis Vineyard * 
Cit it down.) This 1s one part of that i: 
Work, as they are ſent into the Vineyatl'* 
to plant, and to water, ſotopluck up, dj © 
'cut down. They thus Cut down (as Mini bi 
Hers of Chriſt) Miniſfterially, and Dec ® 
Le by Declaring and Denouncitf a 
DO ING againſt them. Henap'** 
the Lord is faid to have hewed them by thy ® 
Prophets ---- Hoſea 6. 5. Asthe Matterap 
the Vineyard hews down Trees by th ; 
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Hand of his Servants, and the Word « 
 'the Lord is reſembled to an Ax, Marth. 
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| The Barren Fig-Tree. 
de down Trees, ſo the Word of the Lord is 
ich} an Ax, whereby they cut down barren 
«00-4 40d unprofitable Perſons. See, 

md. 7: hat when the Miniſters of Chrift 
- of come unto an unprofitable People, they 
jon then come, a CUTTING DOWN. to 
17.0 ext downtheir Unprofitablenels, Sintulneſs, 
ach app and Diſobedience. And if this 
well & not done, to cut down their Souls; if 
vhol) thoſe go not down before the Ax, theſe 
muſt. Confider it, Sirs, you have the 
me Miniſters of the Word among you, and 
nel} Bow one of theſe muſt down ; v7z. your 
Til _ or your Souls ; if thoſe fall not, theſe 


J - Are you unprofitable 2 Then think of 
this, when the Dreſſers of the Vineyard 
are denouncing, and laying open theThreat- 
aings of God againſt unprofitable and bar- 


F 
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ji en Perſons. You are then a cutting down, 
rl Lay, you are even then under the Ax ; and 
nl} Fvery _—_— every Convittion, ev 

.ni} Cutting Sermon is as a Blow towa 
ind bringing you down; yea, and tho' you 
-4 May be like bulky and oy Bm and 
ia abide many and many a Blow cer you 
come down, yet know this, Down you 
4 muſt at;laſt. . For, 


%* 
1 Thirdly, Obſerve, That when the Lord 

| 7 bys Servants 10 cut down unprofita- 
21 ble Trees that ftand in his Vineyard, thoſe 
em Trees. ſhell ih; come dow accord: 
we” 1 je) 4 ing 


The Barren Fig-Tvee. 
ing to their Word; they pronounce Down-* 
catting, ſub ſuis Conditionibus, ' and ac- 
cordingly they are at laſt cut down. 

This is a Third, therefore their Denun- 
ciation is here called a CUTTING 
DOWN, becauſe cutting ,down will 
certainly follow thereon : And what they, 
according to the VVord, and from the 
VVord, do thus declare and denounce to 
unprofitable Perſons, {hall be as ſurely ful- 
'filled on them, as if 'it were forthwith 

ut into Execution. My Beloved, the 
Dreſſers of the Vineyard do but deliver 
the VVord, I, but he who ſends them 
will do the VVork, and perform theVVord 
of his Servants; ſo as nothing ſhall fall to Þ7 
the Ground without the VVill of him that Þ z 
ſends them. The Lord who ſends them 1 
Ma-44+ 25: he that conformeth the Word of his Ser- Ih 
vant, and perfermeth the Counſel of his 
Meſſengers----The Jews found this before 
the Captivity, (wherein the Vineyard was 
- Kid wafte) as in that foremention'd Para- YI 
ble, "1/2. 5. 5, 6, 7. The Lord ſent his Pro- $+ 

Þhets to 'em one after another, to Git Þ 
down: that is, to denounce and declate 
this threatning of God againſt them. And Þ 

this came upon them, as the Lord: ſhews þ 
their Poſterity, Zach. 1. 4, 5, 6. VVhen Ji 
He'cautions them, that they ſhould not be as Þ'v 
"their Fathers, -unto whom the former Pro- 
| oy had © cried, "that they ſhould cufn Þ+ 
From their evil VVays,- and from their Þ} 

wb) \ TT &v - Wl. 
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The Barren” Fig-Tree. | 
J evil Doings, but they did not hear ; which 
' he amplifhes by way of Interrogation ----- 
I Tur Fathers, where are they? And the 
« E Prophets, do they live for ever? Astho' 
he ſhould ſay, - Tho' your Fathers died, 
and the Prophet I/azah, Feremiah,Ezekel, 
&c, died, 'yet my Word did not fall to 
the Ground, but that barren Tree was cut 
down. This he convinces them of, 1. By 
- L Experience, and notorious Evidence of the 
Fact, {did they live for ever?} g. d. I ap- 
peal to your own Experience. 2. By their 
own Confelftion. They return'd and ſaid, 
Like as the Lord of Hoſts thought to do 
amto ze, according to our Ways, and accord- 
ng to our Doings, ſo bath he dealt with 
w. As you may ſee, Lam. 2. 17. The 
Lord hath done that which he had oe : 
be bath fulfilled his Word that be had com- 
manded in* the Days of old, he hath 
thrown down, and hath not pitied; and he 
Bath cauſed thine Enemy to rejoice over 
bee, be bath ſet up the Horn of thine Ad- 
$0ver/ſarres.-t- = 
© The old' World thus . came down - ac- 
cording to "the preaching of-Noah and N7z- 
*neveb, (tho' it was reprieved” for-a time.) 
according to the preaching of 'Jonah, And 
thus, - Sirs, when the Lord ſends his Ser- 
 ['vants 'to Cur down unprofitable Trees that 
Rand-in his Vineyard,” thoſe Trees fhall 
n pTteftainly ' come down according -to their 
Word, DET. 54 
wil 1! .- 1. How 
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- 1. How the-ſad Meſſages, which the 
Lord's Servants bring unto a Perſon 
a People ſhould be received; v:z. withf's 


f 
- 


fear and trembling, as ſo many Strokes off yz 
that Ax that never milles. It is faid « ir 
FZofrtah, that when he had heard the Words hi 


of the Book of the Law, that he rent his 
Cloaths, 2 K:ngs 22. 11. So, my Beloval, 
when we hear the ſad Mellages which the 
Lord's Servants bring, we ſhould trem 
leſt the Ax come with its laſt Blow, 
hew us up, and we be caſt out of the 
Lord's Vineyard as barren and unprofitabh 
Tees. 

2. Why the fad Meſlages that the Lords 
Servants bring are commonly fo lite 
heeded 2? Viz. from People's Infideliy, 
They do not believe the Report of the 
Lord's Servants. They will not beliexs 
that they ſhall be cutdown ; even theg, 
when the Lord is hewing them by his 
.Praphets. This is the great Ground of the 
Security of Congregations, and the Care 
lefneſs of poor unprofitable Perſons, when, 
.and while. many a felling Blow is give 
tothem. Oh! if the Tidings that Vine: 
yard-dreflers come with to dry Tres 
were indeed believed, what Work wouk 
it make ? But alas, there is no heedin 
becauſe-no believing, Miniſters may tell 
mnprofitable Perſons of Cutting down, and 
they aze no more moved than if they wee 
Trees. | 
rol} 3. What 
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T The Barren Fig-Tree. 
thef” 2. What cauſe we have to heed and 
&] mind the ſad Meſſage, that the Lord's 
Servants bring unto us from him. -. Sirs, 
uy there is never a ſad Word that they ſpeak 
wy in our Ears from the Word of the Lotd ; 
68 but if we be of the Perſons that it belongs 
unto, the Lord will confirm it, and do the 
al, Work; not a Word tounprofitable Perſons ; 
ts but if we be unprofitable, it ſhall come 
% upon us; not a Word to Drunkards, but if 
the 
1 


$ 
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we be drinking to Exceſs, it will overtake 
w:. Not a Word to Covetouſneſs; but if 
be we be covetous Perſons, it belongs to us. 
4+ What fad Work is to be done upon 
impenitent and unprofitable ones. O Sirs, 
there's many and many a poor Creature 
who thinks not of it, that has fad thi 
coming on : All that the Vine-dreſſers tell 
theni of ; all that the Holy Scripture 
by makes report of unto them, will come : 
bs Death will come, and Darkneſs will come, 
theÞ'and Burning will come, and Wo upon 
uef YVo, without end, will come. O what 
an End! what a doleful End is before poor 
Sinners! And what a Day, what a doleful 
ff Day will that Day be, in which the Lord 
hall confirm the Word of the Meſſengers, 
wiEFwhom he's now ſending unto them. 
b6Þ- 5. What we may fear in our Land at 
this Day, for our great and long-continu- 
med Unprofitableneſs in the Vineyard, and 
BFunder the Goſpel. My Beloved, many of 
the Lord's Vine-dreflers have come to us 


with 
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44 4 The Barren Fig-TIree. 1 
with heavy Tidings of D O WN-C UT- 
TING. And many of them have gone 
out of the Vineyard, and left the World 
prophecying of ſad Things, and we may 

r that the ſad time is haſtning 2pace, I th 
when the Lord will come to do the-'Work, | w 
whereof they have fo long time been bring: I fu 
ing the Word; foraſmuch as our Barren- 
nels increaſes. 


Fourthly, We paſs unto the Fourth 
Thing in this Fifth part of this Parable. 
Viz. The Reaſon why he would bear my 1 
longer with this Fig-tree, but have it down, | H 
and out of the Vineyard. It caumbereth the 
Ground, [Cut it down, why cumbreth tC 
the Ground? , 'In 

Why iveri quorſum, ad quid. Where} th 
fore ? For What Cauſe? To whart Purpoſe? Þ D; 
As tho? he ſhould have ſaid, There's no] tit 
reafon why it ſhould ſtand thus any longer, | Cl 
taking up Room, and yielding no Profit. 'Þ gn 

Ct cumbreth the Ground.) The Word J thi 
Karagys ſignifies to make a thing void; Tr 
le, uſeleſs, fruitleſs, uneffefQtual "and 
empty. So this Tree did CUMBER;jwl 
1.E. make that part of the Ground whereſ Tr 
it ſtood, unprofitable and uneffeQtual;J a 
which being planted with profitable Trees, 
would have been uſeful. | 

In the Words we have ſomething, - Pi 
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[-] . 1. Implied and =—_—; viz, That 
ie Þ this Fig-tree did no Good inthe Vineyard, . 


it was of no-uſe there. 

y {| - 2. Expreſſed and aſſerted ; viz. That 
e | this Fig-tree did-Hurt in the Vineyard; it 
k, & was not only unprofuable,) but it was hurt- 
g-Y ful; it cumbred the Ground. 


Firſt, Obſerve, That barren and unpro- 
fuable Perſons in the Church take up room 
th 'o 20 purpoſe. - They are there among 0- 
le. F thers, but they are there for no Good. 
nm} 1. They do no Good in their room. 2. 
n, | Have no Good by it. 
hey 1. That much room is taken up in the 
it } Church by thoſe that are uſeleſs; if un- 
'F profitable Perſons are uſeleſs, then I fa 
re-£ there are many uſcleſs Perſons in theſe: 
ef Days; for there are Multitudes of unpro- 
no} ſtable Perſons. Alas! Sirs, in many, 
er, | Church Aſſemblies one may behold a very. 
. \ | great and-goodly ſhew of People: People 
df throng together in huge numbers like 
id;F Trees in a Vineyard; bur if then one. go 
nd among them,” and walk through them, 
R;f what are they generally 2 Why, alas; 
24 Trees that bear not, bur only ſervero make. 
2 number, . and take up room. + 
2, How ſad it is to be barren Trees in 
the Vineyard; ſuch are uſeleſs there, And, 
35 it not 1ad. to ftand there as others ſtand; 
1 that bring Fruit unto everlaſting Life. and 
t-Syet to have no Good. be ng better for be- 
Wug there ? Surely this is fad, 3. What 
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. wnfruitful Perſons in the Church do much 


The Barren Fig-Tree. 

- 9: What little reckoning the Lord makes 
of barren empty Perfons in the Church, 
What Account, Sirs, do Men make of dry 
Trees in their Vineyards? Are they not 
{lighted as Trees that do no Good, that 
bring no Fruit? Why, as Men make little” 
Account of ſuch Trees, ſo the Lord makes 
not much of barren, empty and unprofita- 
ble Perſons in his Church. Thou mayeſt 
make much of thy ſelf, and others may! 
ſ#t thee up upon the Account of outward' 
Excellencies or Advantages; but if thou beW* 
no wy Tree, God makes bur little matter of 


Secondly, Obſerve, That barren and 
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: they cumber the Church. 
Great and ſucculent Trees ira Vineyard, Þ 
that are fruitleſs, not only do no God, but F* 
they do much Hurt, by their, T 
"2. Shadow, hindring the warm Beams, 

nd more vigorous Influences of the Sun F 
from the Fran-bearing Trees. SY 
'2. Such drawing all the Moiſture and F* 
Strength of the Earth nnto them, and {6 
making others near them to pine and lan- F 
uiſh tor lack of due Nutriment. Andas | 
en Trees do much hurt in the Vineyard, F 

ſo barren Perſons do much Hurt in the: 
Church ; they are a Curmber to it many Þ 
ways. Asthey, E 
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1, Hinder others from Good in their 
| _ that are planted nigh them, by the 
Iibadow of their Examples. | 
2. Hinder that Good that would be 
Idone by others in their places, if they 
Snere out of them, and others in them. 
Thus if Tyre and Zidon had been in the, , 
wom of Chorazin and Bethfaida, they = _— 
would have brought forth Fruits meet 
vr Repentance. If Turks and Pagans had 
ken in the places of many in the Church 
ft God, they would have done better in - 
of im, than they do in that Station. | 

I. Sce from hence what thou art, if 
hou beeſt. a barren and unprofitable Per- 
14 $9 Thou art a Cumber, a Trouble, 2 
 Jpurden. 1. The Nation thou art of is 
Feambred with thee, and if there were no 
4, Javre, thou art alone enough to deſtroy 
Fuch Good, Ecc/. 9. 18. it's faid one Sin- 
Per deſtroyeth "eunrat 2. The Town 
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bu liveſt in is cunbred with thee; thou 
m $" hindering and hurting all abour thee. 
Jud, 3. The Congregation thou belongeft 
14 Po is cumbred with thee; there thou art 
© $Troubler. 4. The Family thou art in is. 
1- Fambred with thee; thou art an ill Exam- 
x5 Pethere, Now is not this a fad, a very 
4, d Caſe to be a CUM BER every-where. 
io Pthink of it! 
w 4-2 See hence, thatthe Lord's Vineyard is 
'F&y ladly cumbred in theſe Days. For there 
-many of theſe barren Trees that take 
a ors 
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up Toom in it: Nay, in very many 
Quarters of it there are hardly any other" 


kipd, of Trees, . any but empty Trees, andJ* 
of theſe there is no want. v* 


' Thirdly, Obſerve, That there 7s very 
.--Tuſt cauſe why barren and unfruitful Peryj® 
ons ſhould be cut down out of the Lord's 
Vineyard: They do no Good, they do mutt 
hurt in it, and” what ſhould they ſtan 
for ? | Eh 

I.” See the Goodneſs of God in ſparing 
and paſting by unfruitful' Perſons. Wha 
Goodneſs 'is this, that he fpares many 4 
Simmer, Year after 'Year, ' in 'the- Church, 
and in the World, who does 'no Good in W 
either, but much Hurt in both * As if 1 Gr 
Man ſhould ſpare an unprofitable Briar « 
Thor in'the midſt of his Vineyard: Þ 
thou be an unfrnitful Perſon, - thou art! 
ftanding Monument of ſparing Mercy. 

2. The Juſtice of God in cutting down 
barren Perſons out of his Vineyard. This 
Clears the Lord as righteous, and as holy 
in all his Proceedings towards them. Can 
any Body think-amiſs of ir, when a Man 
cuts down a uſeleſs, a noxious Bramble 0 
of ttis Vineyard ? 


Fourthly, Obſerve, That the Church of A 
God bas noloſs when barren Perſons arty; 
removed out of it. What Loſs 1s it th 1 
Vineyard to have empty Trees cut dowihy; 


The Barren Fig-Tree. 
\}nyJand hurried out of it? It's no worſe, has 
ther$ 10 Detriment by this ; why, no more Loſs 
and$is it for God tocur down, and remove bar- 

ren and unfruitfulPerſons out of hisChurch. 
# 1. See that there are many People with- 
very in the Church that may well be ſpared, 
P,.fand of whom there. would be no miſs if 
» they were taken away; they are bur in 
the WAY. If thou beeſt an empty Tree, 
why, the Church of God, rhe Congregati- 
on thou arr of ſhould loſe nothing: there- 
"oh 0y if thou wert in thy Grave; thou only 
{ll takeſt up room. Nay, as oft as ſuch go, 
y 2 the Church is eaſed of a Cumber-tree ; of 
ch, that did no Good, but much Harm in it. 
1. 2- How worthleſs empty Perſons are. 
£20 We have a ſaying of Perſons worn with 

Grief, that they are not worth the Ground 
they go on. We may truly ſay of barren 
;F and unfruitful Perſons in the Church of 
God, they are not worth the Ground they 
grow in: It would be no Lcls to have them 
+6;;$11dded up by the Roots, and quite remov- 
ed out of the Vineyard. For obſerve, 
| 1. They dono Good, are no way uleful 
either by their, 1. Prayers; or, 2. Confe- 
fence; or, 3. Example. 

2. HavenoGood, how long loever they 
-Fftand there, they are till the ſame. As 
\ flenorant, as Carnal, asInfenfible of Spiri- 
[val Taings, as Corrupt, as Impenitent as 
qabt firſt. O, many have no Good, by ſtanding 
a0 the Vineyard Twenty, Forty, or Sixty 
bars; G 2dly, 
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2dly, Obſerve, One barren and bad Tree, 
may {poil all that are about it ; 10 one ill 
Perſon may infe& many. How did ong 
Korah, one Feroboam, one Ahab, undo ma- 
ny one after another in their Days. 
They hinder that Good that would bean 
done by others. How many great Men ar th 
| 
n0 
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there in the World who are like unto Neff th 
buchadnezzar's. Tree in the midſt of the 
Earth, which he ſaw in his Dream, whok 
height was great, reaching up to Heaven, I] cal 
and the Sight thereof 0 the end of the 
Earth, Daz. 4. 10, 11, 12. They takews 
a great deal of room, but do no Good} 
therein, from one end of the Year to ano-J 12. 
ther; whereas, if good Men were infÞl , 
their rooms, what Good might they, nay,Þ + 
what Good would they do, by the Influ-Y av, 
ence of their Authority and Example 
Athan. mentions Plants of Paradice, that My 
impart an Aromatical Sayour to the Tres} 7 
about them. Such would many great ones[]the! 
be in their places, if they were but hallF* 1 
. as good as great. rui 
They that are uſeleſs in the World areJulel 
a burden to the World. The Earth groans 
under them, and the Pit gapes for them. » 


34/y, Obſerve, There is no Loſs whenfto: 
they are cut down and removed out offarr 
the Church. They are of no more uſe inf} 
the Church than a blind Eye, a deaf EayPMar 
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2 withered Hand, or a lame Foot in the 
Body. They may well be ſpared; and 
when gone,there will be a miſs of them in 
their places, but no loſs, or want of their 
Preſence. 
* athly, Obſerve, How worthleſs, barren 
and unprofitable Perſons arein the Church; 
the Holy Ghoſt in the Scripture reſembles 
them ro the moſt worthleſs, uſeleſs and 
noxious Plants. As to, 

1. Thorns and Briatrs, I/a. 10. 179, Mi- 
ah 7. 4. Cant. 2. 2. 

2. Oaks, whoſe Leaf fadeth, 1/a. 1. 30. 
$ a withered Oak. "AY 

3. Trees, whoſe Fruit withereth, 'Zude 


12, 
Empty Vines, Ho/ea 1. 10. 

4 Vine "f Sodom, and Fields of Go- 

wrrab, Deut. 32. 32. 

6.] Tares that choak the good Seed, 
Mar. 13. 38. 

7. Graſs on the Houſe top, which wi- 
nesthereth afore it groweth up, P/a/. 1 29. 6. 
alt” Thus they are reſembled ( as here to a 

uitleſs Fig-tree ) tothe moſt unprofitable 
ze Juſeleſs Plants. | 
Ins 
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| Sixthly, We come now to the Sixth and 
iſt Thing in this Parable; vrz. The Pro- 
enflogation of the Sentence palled upon this 

oJarren Fig-tree. 
104 We have ſeen, 1. What the Sentence is: 
wamely, (CUT IT DOW N}, og? 
| G2 * i 
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2. Towhom he gave it in charge to ſee 
this Sentence executed upon this barren 
Fig-tree, and that was the Dreſſer. 3. 
Why he would bear no longer with this 
Fig-tree, but have it down, and out of the 
Vineyard; »7z. becauſe it cumbred the j, 
Ground, [Curit down, why cumbreth it 
the Ground ? 

And here in this 8th and 9th Verſes we D 
have the Prorogation of the Puniſhment, 
or Delay of* the Execution of this Sen- 
tence. The heavy Doom after ſo long Px 
tience paſſed on this Fig-tree. Ad zen]; 
p14 remoratur. And as it was not haſtily 
INT it, ſonow, when paſſed, its} 71 
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not ſuddenly executed on it. A 
Now in this we may take notice ff y, 
theſe three things, 


1. How, and by whom this Stay andſ] 9, 
Delay of Execution was obtained 2 Name-Þ| þ, 
ly, by the Interceffion of the Vine-dreſſeſ]  ;; 
D. 8. And he anſwering, faid unto bm, 
Lord, let it alone this Tear alſo. 

2. How long it was delayed, or fot 
what term and ſpace of time > Arſ; The 
Vine-drefler here ſues but for one Year, 
[Let it alone this Tear alſo.) 

- 3. By what Sagas the Vine-dreffa] yg. 
moves for this Forbearance of this Fig-ues,f { 
#45 Tear alſo, and they are two. Ph 

I. Ex ſua parte : Till I hall digabouth 

it, and dung it, | we 
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2. Ex parte Arboris : If it bear Fruit, 


my well; and if not, then after that thou ſhalt 
3J cat ir down. 


 Webegin with the Firſt, wherein we are [ 
ſhewed, By whom the Stay and Delay of the ; 
Execution of the Sentence upon this Fig- 

tree was obtained ? «And that was the 

Wy Drefler of the Vineyard. 


'S 1. Obſerve, That faithful Miniſters are 
"| very tender of the Souls, and Earneſt for 
TN the Good of thoſe under their Charge, and 
would not bave them periſh in their Sins. 
9 The Vine-drefſer here ſteps in between the 
Ax and the barren Tree, and begs hard 
that it may not go down in this State. 
The Infidelity and Stubbornnelſs of the 
nd my lay heavy on the Heart of Paul, 
om. 9. 1, 2, 3.-1 ſay the Truth in Chriſt, 
Ilie not, my Conſcience alſo bearing me 
My witneſs in the Holy Ghoſt, that I have 
eel £/f47 Heavineſs, and continual Sorrow 12 
oh wy Heart. For I could wiſh that my ſelf 
were accurſed from Chrift, for my Brethren, 
ay ny Kinſmen, according to the Fleſh. He 
7 was in travel for the Ga/at:ans, Chap.4.19. 
IF He could not ſpeak or write of the ſelf de- 
1 ftroying People at Philipp! without Tears, 
Ph:/. 3. 18, 19. O, Sirs, ſerious and faith- 
tul Overſeers. would fain ſee People do 
4 well, are fore jroubled to ſee them doing 
\ - :.909-7% ill; 
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ill ; or continuing fo, as that they know it 


cannot go well with them. 

1. How unfit they are to be KEEPERS, 
or DRESSERS of the Vineyard, who 
have no Care of the Trees, (that is to ſay, 
of ſuch Souls) that are planted in it. 

2, What it is that would be the great 
Incouragement to Minifters, in carrying on 
their Work; namely, the Fruitfulneſs f 
the People under their Miniſtry. 


2dly, Obſerve, That unprofitable Peopl 
may be ſpared for a time, p 6 the Sake, and 
zpon the Interceſfon of their Miniſters. 
The Interceſfion of the Dreſſer prevailed 
for this Fig-tree another Year. So Moſes 
Rood between the I/rae/:tes and DOW N: 
CUTTING in the Wilderneſs, P/al. 
106. 23. How ſtood ? By earnelt Inter 
ceſſion for them, Exod. 32. 9, 10, 11, 12, 
T3, 14. The Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Ihaw 
Jeen this People, and behold it's a if 
necked People — let me alone—that I may 
conſume*'em—And Moſes beſought the Lori 
hz God, and ſaid, Lord, why doth ity 
Wrath wax hot againſt this People * &c.— 
And *tis ſaid; upon this Interceliion, ht 
Lord repented of the Evil which he thought 
#o do unto them. - So we find them ſpared 
again and again upon the Intreaty of the 
Prophet Amos, Chap. 7.V. 1. You have 


the Judgment ſet down by the Prophet ; 


namely, the Formation of Graſhoppets 
"® a+ 44 in} 
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in the beginning of the latter Growth, which 
devoured the Graſs of the Land. 

V. 2, You have the Prophet's Mediati- 
on to avert this Judgment. Ther I ſaid, 
0 Lord, forgive, I beſeech thee, by whom 
ſhall Jacob ariſe ? For be 7s ſmall. 

V. 3. You have the Removal of it 
upon the Prophet's Interceſſion. The Lord 
repented for this. It ſhall not be, ſaith the 
Lord. So likewiſe v. 4, 5, 6. 

1. What a Mercy itis to a People to 
have praying Vine-drefſers : Theſe may 
be * wn bh to obtain Reprieves for 
them, and ſtand in the gap when Judg- 
ments are coming upon them. O! we 
know not what an unknown Shelter and 
ProteCtion on, of theſe may be to a Place 
and People. 

2. How ſad it is with a People, when 
a praying Miniſter isremoved from them 
when a People loſe theſe, they loſe their 
Interceſſors: Thoſe that were ready to in- 
terpoſe, and moſt like to prevail for them, 
for the preventing or removing of Judg- 
ments coming upon them. 

3. That faithful Vine-dreflers have much 
Power with God, or the Prayers and Inter- 
celions of the Lord's Meſſengers have a 
ſpecial Efficacy. As one well obſerves: 

'ho' God hath much ReſpeCt to the Peti- 
tions of his weak Servants, and tho' ſome 
private Perſons may excel a holy Miniſter 


had 


In Prayer, yet God hath more Regard to 
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the Intreaties of his faithful Miniſters, 
who have ſpecial Charge and Comm fi 
to be his Remembrancers for the Goodſf « 
of thar People. which he commitrteth toffl E 
their. Charge :. And their Petitions are off o: 
more Avail and Power with God, both] /« 
to procure his Blellings, and avert his} C 
Judgments. - This the Lord plainly inti-N 5 
mates to us in many places. As this i 
intimated in Ger. 20. 7. Now thereforeh fl 
reftore the Man bisWife; for he is a Prof 1 
phet, and he ſhall pray for thee, and thu t 
ſhals ſerve. | He zs a Prophet ) and ſoaf n 
Man of much Power to prevail with me} 1 
This is alſo intimated in Fer. 27. 18. IjÞÞ 4 
they be Prophets, and if the Word of thiff 7 
Lord be with them, let them now make In} © 
terceſhon to the Lord of Hoſts — Intima- 
ting,” that thoſe who are 10 indeed, have 
much Power. . And ſo P/al. 99. 6. Moſes 
and: Aaron among the Prieſts, and Samuel 
among them that call _ bis Name; they 
called = the Lord, and he anſwered 
them. . But why is this Commemoration 
of them? Does he not hear all his 
Church 2 Yea, For the Lord heareth the 
Poor, and deſpiſeth not bis Priſoners— 
The Eyes of the Lord are upon the Righte- 
ows, and his Ears are open unto their Cry. | 
But (as one well obſerves) theſe his Hcy 
Priefſtsand Prophets had the Ear of God (as 
ſpecial-Favourites have their Princes Ears) 
and could þe Heard and Anſwered, _ 
| © 26 others | - 
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others were denied Acceſs and Audience. 
Hence alſo the Apoſtle Fames adviſes, Is 

any fick among you ? Let him call for the James s. 
Elders of the Church, and let them pray 14, 15. 
over him; and the Prayer of Faith ſhall 
ſave the Sick. . Ats done by ,yertue of 

his Office are under more ſolemn Promiſes of 
nti-Y Succeſs. 
S is} 4. That it's the Duty of faithful Mini- 
fore ſters to be much with God for their bar- 
Prof ren People. The Vine-drefſer was ready 
houfſ to ſtep in tor this, that the barren Fig-tree 
oafl might be ſpared another Year. So we 
mel] ſhould be ready upon all Occaſions, to 

IF intercede with God to ſpare the barren Peo- 

the ple that fit under our Miniſtry,with Hopes 

In-J of Fruitfulneſs in them. 
nal 5. People may from bence ſee what 
well Welcome the Lord's Servants ſhould have 
ſs with them. 1t they have Power with God 
uel F for us, then it's very meet and fit they 
hey | ſhould have Power for God with us. I 
red} fay, if their Ptayets be ſo available in 
on | Heaven with God for us, then it's very 
his | .equal that their Meſſages from God in 
he | Heaven to us ſhould have much Place 
— | with us. Let us think of it when they 
7e-| ſpeak to God for us. Why, 
th ' I. It's to an infinite Majeſty. 
ly 2. It's for poor Worms. ' 

3. Its for guilty and provoking Crea- 

tures. Yet when they ſpeak from God 
tous: Why, 
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1, It's 


OO The Barren Fig-Tree. 


7. It's from an Infinite Majeſty. 

2. It's to poor Worms. 

2. It's for our own Good. 

Now is it not meet and fit they ſhould 
have Power for God with us, that their 
Meſlage may have place with us. 


2dly, Obſerve, That a People may bt 
ſpared for a time; not becauſe they art 
more fruitful than others about them, but 
becauſe they have praying Vine-dreſſers. 
This Fig-tree was ipared, ſpared anothe 
Year: But it was not for its own ſake, for 
any thing in it ſelf. It was empty and 
uſeleſs, and deſerved CUTTING DOWN. 
It was upon the Interceſhon of the Vine: 
dreſſer. So I fay, we may not preſently 
conclude, that thoſe are worſt who go 
down firſt: Or if we be ſpared when 6 
thers go down, that therefore we are bet- 
ter, or that God is better pleaſed with us 
than he is with them. No, no, it ma 
be ſomething elſe that at preſent keeps 0 
the Stroke. The Gal:leans, whoſe Blood 
Plate mingled with their Sacrifices, were 
not greater Sinners than other Gal1/eans; 
but except ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe 
periſh, (v. 2,3. of this Chapter.) 


Secondly, We paſs now unto the Second 
Thing mentioned in this Sixth and Laſt 


Part of the Parable; viz. The Term 


Time that was begged for that _ 
ig- 
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Fig-tree; Amnother Tear. | Let it alone 
this Year alſo.) Only one Year is beg- 
ul ped for a trial, and this Tree is ſuffered to 
nd ſo much longer, to ſee if Matters 
would mend with it. H 
, | 7- Obſerve, That the Lord 7s very exo- 
rable and eaſie to be intreated. Here he 
condeſcended to the Intreaty of the Dreſ- 
ſer of the Vineyard, and ſpared this Fig- * 
he f7ee upon his Intercelſion. So, | 
1. He would have ſpared Sodo-z upon 
Abraham's Interceſſion, if there could have # 
been bur Fifty Righteous Perſons found in, 
it. He condeſcended to him, when he 
ty} Merceded to ſpare the Place, if there 
were but 50 Righteous Perſons tobe found 
© in it, Gez.18.24,26. and then to 45, v. 28. 
«+.| 20d then to 40, v. 29. and 3O, v. 30. And 
"© laſt of all, would have ſpared it if but 10 
Righteous Perſons had been found in it, 
(0 22, 5” oY - 
Al 2 He ſpared Niniveh upon their Re- 
rel Penance, orah 3. 10. 
| 3: He ſpared Pharaoh upon the Inter- , 
k ceflion of Moſes, Exod. 8. 8. compared 
with the 13th. 
4.: Ahab upon his Humiliation, 1 Kzzgs 
21, 28. 29. 
5. He ſpared I/-ae/ upon David's Inter- 
 celfion, 2 Sam. 24. 25. 


6, He 


v” I =. 5 Q. 
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- 6. He was intreated of Manaſſeb upon 


bis Supplication.and brought him again to 
Feruſalem into his Kingdom, 2 Chron, 


33» 13- 


All tha& Inſtances we have of his Wil. 
lingneſs to be intreated, and of ſparing 
Peoplz and Perſons upon the Interceſlion 
of his Servants, and their own Repentance, 

* 1, See that he is propenſe to ſhew Mer- 

. This Facr/itas Der, Eafineſs to be in- 

treated, ſpeaks his Propenſity to Mercy, 
« Tf this were nota Work. that he's forward 
to, he would not ſo eakily yield unto iz. 

2. This may invite Sinners to Reper- 
tance, the Lord himſelf propoſes it, as an 
Inducement to Repentance, 7er. 3. 12. Go 
and proclaim theſe Wods — I am merciful 
faith the Lord----| . am eafie to be moved 
to. Mercy; and if you'll but now turn, not- 
withftandingall that you havedone againſt 
me, you ſhall find me,exorable. So Sirs, 

3- This may encourage Penitents to goto 
him for Mercy, 1 K:n.20.31. His Servans 
b « Jaiduntohim, we have beard that the Kings 
by . of #heldouſe of Iſtael are mercifulKings , let 
. ws, I pray thee, put Sackeloth on our Loins, 
and Ropes upon our Heads, and go out to 
the King of Iſtael, peradventure- he will 
fave thy Life. Why, as they took En- 
couragement from the Report of Mercy 
in the Kings of Iſrael, to make Supplica- 
tion for their Maſter's Life, with an Em- 
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lem of ſhewing, that they deſerved not. 

their own ; ſo thou may'{t much more en-- 

on, | courage thy ſelf, in applying thy felf :to 
him for Mercy, becauſe he will be very 
gracious unto thee at the Voice of thy Cry; 

71. | when he ſhall bear it, he will anſwer thee. « 

ing | Penitent Ephrazm no ſooner fell a Mourn- 

on @ ing, but he ſays, I have ſurely heard E- 

ce, | phraim bemoaning himſelf — And I will a, 30. 19. 

er. | ſurely have Mercy upon him, ſaith the 

in. | Lord — 50 when 1/rae! Words, and Jer. 31. 

y, | 1u77 70 the Lord, and ſat to him, Take 18, 20. 

14 Þ& away all Iniquity, and recerve us graci- * 
4 Hoſ. 14. 2, 3. he (v. 4.) declares, I 

n. | wil heal their Backſlidings, I will love 

1n | them freely. And as ſoon as the Prodigal 

3, {| reſolves within himſelf to return to his Fa- 

| ther, and to acknowledge that he had 

d 

t 

[t 


linn'd againſt him, and was anworthy to 
be call'd his Son, even while he was a 
reat way off, juſt as it were begun his 
eg his Father ſaw him, and had .,., 
o | Compailion, and ran, and fell on his Neck, 
o | and kiſſed him, Luke 15. 18, 19, 20. | 
'- 4- This may encourage the Servants of i 
4 | the Lord to intercede hard for others. As, '% 
I. For Perſons. 2. For Families. 2. For 
, | Towns. 4. For Congregations and Nati- 
ons that are barren; as the Drefler here 
did with the Lord of the Vineyard, to ſpare 
the barren Fig-treg: You have a God to 
£0 unto, that is very exorable, and you 
4 |< not how much your Intercethon 
any. _ 
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The Barren Fig-Tree. 
may prevail : A few, yea, ſometimes one. 
Perſon, has been-an Inſtrument to preſerve 
and keep Ruin off from many. One Dref: 
ſer here. One Moſes kept Ruin off from | w 
the whole Congregation of y_ Exod, th 
® 32.11, 14. One Man, Jer. 5. 1. One Man || jo 
would-have done it, could be have been |} cz 
found, Ezek. 22. 30. A very ſmall Rem- 
nant preſerved from Ruin, 1/2. 1. 9. 

5- This may encourage the Servants of || to 
the Lord to him in their ſtraits. If UC 
he be ſo yieldMWo them when they come || in 

' for others, then what will he /ay them Nay I TI 
of (that may be good) for themſelves? I Fi 
Surely nothing, to 
6. This may teach us to imitate the I Mc 
Lord in this. O therefore, be nor inexor- Þ| ga 
able nor inflexible toward thoſe that have I ©! 
injurd you, or deſferv'd ill at your Hands; | tht 
| but be ready to condeſcend unto Intreaties, I Fe 
| and upon Hopes of Reformation. The A- Þ 8 

Jam. 3. wu poftle Fames tells us, That the W:/dom that Þ| at 
is from above, is firſt pure, then peacea- | i 
» gentle, and eaſie to be entreated, full ref 
of. Mercy and good Fruits. Butto be im- | 
placable' is a Mark of one given up to a [out 
reprobate Mind, Rom. 1. 28, 31. wh 

T: This may teach us to beware of a- [ha 
bufing this Facility of God, in making it JYe 
an Encouragement to Security and Impeni- 
tency in Sin. Say not, If the Lord be thus [ful 
gracious and eafie to be entreated, thenl 
may continue in my evil Courſes a little 


lon ow 
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longer. For know, Soul,time will come when 
he will be inexorable, and no Interceffion 
will take place. There is a time when he 
will not hear, zor be found of thee, altho 
thou doſt call =_ him, Prov. 1.28. There- 
fore ſeek the Lord while he may be found, 
call upon him while he 7s near, {fa 55. 6. 


2dly, Obſerve, That it's a great Mercy 
to a Perſon or People, that are ready for 
CUTTING D@WN, t have a time 
indulged them to repent and reform in. 
This Year is begg'd as a Favour for this 
Fig-tree : So Apvc. 2. 21. 1 gave her ſpace 
to repent of her Fornication. The Lord 
mentions it asa Favour to Zezebe/, that he 
gave her Space to repent. It's from great 
condeſcending Goodneſs in God, and for 
them it is granted unto; that 1s to ſay, to 
Perſons ready for Down-cutting. It's a 
great Favour for a Perſon or People that 
are ready for CUTTING DOWN, to 
have a time indulged them to repent and 
reform in. For, 

1, Hereby they are kept all that while 
out of the Fire. Had this Tree gone down 
when the Charge was given, it ſhould 
have been flaming in the Fire this Fourth 
Year, while it was yet ſtanding in' the 
Vineyard, with an ExpeCtation of Fruit- 
fulneſs. And ſure enough, Sirs, a Room 
In the Vineyard is before a Room in Hell. 


2. What 


” x12. 


| Ats 9. 4 
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2. While they are ſtanding, there thigh 
be Hope of ſcaping, and that they ſhall neſ'h 
ver come to DOWN-CUTTING. TheID 
Apoſtle tells us, (2 Pez. 3. 15.) God's longWer 
ſuffering is Man's Salvation. This haghR 
been a making unto many a Sinner ready 
for Ruin. It was a making unto MaraſſehF 
King of Zudah : Had the Lord cut him 
down when he was filling the Streets of 
Feruſalem with Blood jrgm one end to the 
other, what would have become of him! 
This was a making to Sau/: Had the 
Lord cut him down when he felt to the ſhi 
Earth, as he was breathing out Threat-Yha 
nings againſt the Diſciples, what an endÞan 
would it have been? And fo this has beenftin 
a making to Thouſands in the World, aFTr 
Auſtin 1aid of himſelf after a Feaver anc 
whereby he was brought nigh unto Dearh;ID( 
while in his unconverted Stare; wo zren, | 
ft tunc binc abirem, nit in ignem atg, tor-V 
menta digna fatis meis? ( Conf. 100.) 
Whither ſhould I have gone, if then I hadFere; 
died, but- into Fire and Torments, the juſt F' 1 
Deſert of my evil Deeds? So may I ſayfithe 


| of many, if God had cut them down byFte « 


Death ; whither ſhould they have gone 
but into Eternal Torments ?  T_ 
3. DOWN-CUTTING cuts off ail tin 
Hope for ever. So long as the Tree is up; 
and in its place, there may be ſome hopes. 
I, but when ir is once down, - then thete FF 3 
is no-room for any Hope. Many a= F'1 

action 
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1FfaRor, when Sentence has been paſs'd, has, 
by the Benefit of a Reprieve for a few 
Days, obtain'd a Pardonz and never once 
come to Execution. But when there is no 
Reprieve, bur preſent leading unto Execu- 
dyF'tion ; why, when Execution is once done, 
ſel there's no Hope. So here, ſo long as we 
imJate ſpared, and ſtand in the Vineyard, 
 ofF there is Hope. Oh ! it's a Mercy to be ſpa- 
theF'red ! For DOWN- CUTTING will cutoff 
m!F'from us all Hope for ever. 
che” 1. What Mercy many poor Sinners have 
theYſhewn them. O, Sirs, many of us have 
4t-J'had a fourth Year, z. e. many a long Day, 
ndJand fair Opportunity given us, fince the 
eentime that we were in the Caſe of this 
3F Tree. That is to ſay, worthy enough of, 
and ready enough for CUT TI NG- 
JDOW N. 
- 2. Learn to take notice of the Mercy 
that you have had in this. Ir's a great 
>.) Mercy, and it's a Mercy that we are all 
ad Fereat Sharers in. 
uſtY' 1. Are we converted? Time was when 
[ay the Lord indulged us a time to repent, and 
by converted in. 
neg 2. Are we unconverted? God is tong- 
Jutering towards us, it's he that procra- 


al Ninates the Sentence of DOWN-CUT- 
1p, ING, elſe we ſhould not be another Hour 
&S. it of Hell. 


4-3. Uſe it as a Seaſon that is indulged 
[:-Þ you out of _—_— Goodnels, 
1 & , 3 7 4% 


PN 


2dly, , 
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2dly, Obſerve, That when Perſons ar © 
begged off, who ere ready for DOW NY 
CUTTING, ts but for a ttme. Thx a 
Dreſſer does not once move, that thi h 
Tree (tho' of a goodly Stature, and gre 
Shadow) might {till ftand, and never k , 
ſhifted from its Place : All he begs is, bu {: 
that it might keep its room this Yea, R 
Sirs, if we be unprofitable Trees, we mg & 
polhbly be begg'd oft, and kept from the 
Ax for a time, a little time, but that's al** 
it will not be for ever: There will be n , 
Interceſſor to move once for this afiaf],* 
wards, but down it muſt po, if it be w 
fruitful this Fourth Year alſo. | 
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4thly, Obſerve, That oftentimes tl 
making or undoing of a Perſon or a Pt 
ple depends on a little ſpace of Time, 0 
the ſtanding or falling of a Perſon or Pet 
ple lyes on a little Time. Pray take no 
tice of it; it riſes plainly from hence 
The ftanding or falling of this T RE, 
(typing this great People, who had ca hin 
tinued io long) ſtood now on this on ak 
Year. And it was then to ſtand or fall] 
according to the Improvement made FF. 
this Year. All lay now on this little bitdſ,, 3 
-time; their ſtanding or falling; their ae 
Ring or undoing for ever : And ſo 1 lag 
the making or undoing of a Perſon or Pa F. 
ple depends:on - a little ſpace _ of tinge” 
ths 2 £1 Ale xanda 
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| Wexander ſet up a Torch in the Church 
lf of God for a time, but its Luſtre was 
7 vl quickly extindt: So the Lord gives Men 
Th 4nd Women a time of Grace and Mercy, 
© wherein they may do well, and their ma- 
king or undoing lyes on the hitting or 
miſſing of this time. My beloved, pray 
i think of it, There are ' (as Divines ob- 
_  f{ferve) certain ſecret Times and Seaſons ſer 
for a People, and for the Converſion of 
Souls; which when they are once paſt and 
gone, their Condition is deſperate; ir's but 
> wh iS Year alſo, and then there is no more 
I Remedy. This is not obſcurely, but Painly 
' imported in theſe Scriptures, v7z. Gen. 6. 
+ My Spirit (ſays God) ſhall not always 
Irrve with Man. Prov. 1. 28. Then ſhall 
F they call upon me, but I will not anſwer. 
pally 55-6. Seek the Lord while be may 
""Ybe found. Ezek. 24. 13. 1 have purged 
> Fithee, and thou waſt not purged ;, thou Phat 
net be purged from thy Filthineſs any 
more. Hoſea 4.17: Ephraim 7s jorned to 
Fi Idols, let bim alone——Luke 19. 42. If 
_— thou hadſt known in this thy Day the 
7 tings which belong unto thy Peace, bat 
c ite they are bid from thine Eyes. Heb. 
'$þ 13. Exhort one another datly, whyle if 
: W called” to day : leſt any F go be bardned 
PMs the Deceirfulneſs of Sin. All theſe 
TAlkinly hint that there isa ſer time for 
h re and for the Converſion of Souls 


Pet o VF » 7 # . 
; ;Jelus Chriſt, If it be ſaid, But, what 
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The Barren Fig-Tree. 
time is this, that Mens making or undoing 
ſtands thus on? Why, I fay, it's this 
Year ; 7. e. This ſer, this allotted time; | (} 
and how long it is with every one, none ( 
can ſay: The time that thy making of pl 
undoing, and that my eternal Salvation it 
Rands on, is a time that God reſerves tw] T 
himſelf, and that none knows (how long, | 
or how ſhort) but himſelf. Only we may 
ſay, that the rime that the ſtanding or fal-f ve 
ling of Souls for ever ftands on, is, *G 

1. No longer than Life, with any 
the Children of Men; thy ſtanding af th 
falling, Soul, ſtands on a little time ; 2. «| thi 
the time of this Life at longeſt; that's the] bu 
longeft Day that any have, Ecc/e/. +1. $I Gr 
—IWhere the Tree falleth, there it ſhall bel the 
ſays Solomon ;, Where he ſets out theff we 
Condition of Man after Death, by the Si-J ont 
militude of a Tree, after it is cut down I} 
If it fall toward the South, or toward the} ſw, 
North, there itlyes. As Sa/meron; the, | ha 


1. Tree ) 2 (Man. Lo 
2. Felling ( 2 JDeath. of 
3. South ( x, ) Heaven. tir 
4- North ) = (Hell. And 5. The lying] ths 


of the Tree, ( whether it fall toward thi} 4r 
South. or North) in the Place where ite 
falls, ſhadows out the Immutability dJvur 
Man's Condition after Death. In DeatlifÞ/e 
the TREE (MAN) falls either towatithe 
the Sopth or North ,- 7. e.. either Heavetþ#"a 
or. Hell, And whither way ſoever it-bay#! 
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in the place where the Tree falleth, there 
it hall be. If roward the Sozrh, there'it 
ne; | ſhall be; if toward the North, there it 
One ſhall be ; there is no ſhiftng of its 
of place after it's once fallen. Thus, Sirs, as 
100Þ it is with the Tree, ſo with us; [as the 
to] Tree falls, fo itlyes] as Death leaves us, 
ng, Judgment will find us, and Eternity will 
bl us. For there is no Work, nor De- 
fal-Q viſe, nor Knowledge, nor Wiſdom in the 

'I Grave whither we are going, Eccl. 9. 10. 
af} 2. Not ſo long as Life, with many of 
af 

e 


the Children of Men. It's no longer than 

| the time of this ſhort Life at longeſt, I 
theJ but it's not ſo long with many ; the Day of 
. 3] Grace is done, and over, and paſt with 
befthem afore their Days are done. This 
the we may ſee plainly from the forementi- ; 
S-f oned places, Prov. 1. 28. and I/a. 55. 6. | 
wil They ſhall call upon me, but I will not an- 
the ſwer : They ſha/l ſeek me early, but they 
e, | hall not find me Therefore ſeek the 
Lord while he may be found. The time 

of finding may be paſt while there is a 
time of ſeeking. This was the Caſe of 

ing] the Zews in Eos time, Eſay 6. 9, 10. 
they And be ſaid, Go and tell this People, bear 
2 Me indeed, but underfiand not ; ſee ye indeed, 
7 dyvut percerve not. Make theHeart of thisPeo- 
at ple fat, and make their Ears heavy, and fhut 
ranlfiherr Eyes, left they ſee with their Eyes, 
welgend bear with their Ears, and underſtand 


-bagnrtb their Heart, and convert, and be 
F..- H 3 begl- 


The Barren Fig-Tree. 
healed. His Miniſtry ſerved but for thellyv 
further hardning and blinding of theni 
In Jeremiah's time, Fer. 6. 30. Reprobattign 
Silver (ſays God ) ſhall Men call theta 
becauſe the Lord bath rejeited them. Thistin 
was Zeruſalem's Caſe in our Saviour's timsith 
Luke 19. 42. If thor hadſt known, eve m 
thou, at leaſt in this thy Day, the thin 
which belong unto thy Peace! but now thy 
are hid from thine Eyes. Feruſalem ſoo 
Forty Years after this, but her Day ws 
now done. O, Sirs, many Sinners ſtand 
many a Day, and many a Year in the Vine 
yard, after that Chriſt has laid the Cu 
on them, that he laid on the Fig-tree, that 
Fruit ſhall not grow on them hencefot 
ward for ever, Mat. 21. 19. Thus, Sc 
think of it; the time that thy making «& 
undoing depends on may be quite ove 
many a Day atfore thy time be over in thi 
Life; God's time, and Man's time; the 
Day of Grace, and the Day of Lite, ate not 
always of the ſame Date and Duration: 
fera/aes out-lived her Day of Grace, and 

ime of Peace, and ſo mayeſt thou. 

3- The time of their making or undoity 
1s very ſhort with ſome. of the Chilc 
of Men. As there is a ſet time, ſo ſom. 
have a ſhort time, only One Year; Of ; 
Year, One Week, One Day, One How 
as the ftandipg or falling of ſome ſtand Tj 
ON. NES 
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{| 1. One Offer only. God makes ſhort 
thefWork with them ; they have a fair Op- 
emM,fporrunity and Offer pur into their Hands 
attFonce, and on this all ſtands. Now they may 
emBdo well ; but if they mi this nick of 
"hitime, he has done with them. This was 
mlthe Caſe of the Gueſts, Luke 14. 24. The 
va were but once invited, and for their firft 
at Refuſal this Curſe is laid on them; wv1z. 
'boll CThey ſhall not taſte of my Supper.? It is not 
ood faid, they ſhall never come where the 
way Supper ſtands on the Board, but they ſhall 
anlſ never TASTE Many fit under the Or- 
nF dinances, where Chriſt in Goſpel Dithes 
urky is ſet forth admirably, but through the 
thall Efficacy of this Curſe upon them, never 
tot TASTE of thoſe Dainties all their Life. 
oug Gur. 2.553. Thus the Lord makes a ve- 
Of ry ſhort Work with ſome, takes them at 
els the firſt Word, leaves them upon the firit 
wy Repulſe. 
1 2. On few Offers. If he take them not 
at firſt Denial, yer at ſecond or third, when 
oy they have been but awhile under Means. 
T He took Sau! atthe beginning of his King- 
| | dom; he took the Ferws at the beginning 
of of Jeremiab's Preaching, Fer. 7. 16. Pray 
UI zot for this People —— for I will not bear 
MF: thee. AQs 10. 16. This way done thrice, 
UF axd the Veſſel was received up again into 
WP Heaven. Thus you ſee it's bur a ſhort 
Wi Time, a few Offers, that the making or ui- 
doing of many Perſons depends upon. 
Wed”; H 4. 4 The 
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| 4. This time is running out apace, If 
we ſuppoſe that ſome have a long time, 
yet this time 1s running on, and wearing t| 
out from Day to Day, and it will come ar} w 
length to One Year. This Tree had had} il 
a long time, Three Years, but now it was w 
but One Year that all lay upon. So I ſay,iff o 
thou haſt had,or may yet have many Years, Þ| {j 
yer time is running on ; and it may comefſſ u 
to this, that thy making or undoing will 
ſtand on One Year, One Week, One Day, 
One Hour. He that is now bearing may 
be ſaying of thee this Day, I will ler this 
Tree alone only this One Year, this One 
Week, this One Day, this One Hour. 
Now, | | 
Does the making or undoing of a Per: 
ſon or a People depend on a little ſhort 
ſpace of time, and that too running out a- 
pace? Then, | 
1. Think oft and feriouſly on this with 
thy ſelf; Soul, ſay, My ſtanding or fal- 
ling ſtands on a little time; I know not 
, how little, how ſhort a ſhread of time ll 
may be now lying on: It may now be but 
One Year more, or One Month more, on 
One Week more, on One Day more ; nay, 
or but One Hour more, and I ſhall be made 
or #ndone, ſaved or damned for ever. I 
have had much time. Now it's but this 
Year alſo, and then all's done. Theſe F# 


, 


Thoughts would mightily quicken thy Di-F: 
ligence at laft, 
F 2, What |. 
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The Barren Fig-Tree. 
2. What Concernment our time is. of, 
that we have in the World, O we lit- 
ngy tle think what lyes on this, while we 
ar waſte it cither to no purpoſe, or to very 
ad ill purpoſe ! Bur, Sirs, whatever we do 
vas with it, you ſee our making or undoing, 
if} our everlaſting Conditions depend on the 
rs, | ſpending, the Work we ſhall do in the 
me] uſe we ſhall make of a bit of time. Is it 
il] not of Concernment what we do! My 
ay, | Beloved, ſuppoſe a Man by ſome great 
at Miſcarriage had forfeited his Eſtate and 
his Life, and that upon Interceflion of Friends, 
nef bis Prince ſhould cauſe an Hour-glaſs to 
ur. & be turned, and ſet him ſome Work to do; 
'N telling him, that as he ſpent that Hour, 
er: be ſhould either be freed from ſuffering, 
ont Þ and received to Favour, or delivered to 
2 Execution. Would it not be the great 
| Concernment of this Man to uſe his ut- 
ith } moſt Diligence and Care, in ſpending this 
21-8 Hour to the Satisfaction of his Prince, and 
not aving of his Life and Eftate 2 Why.,this is 
MY the Ge of the poor unprofitable Sinner, 
ut | he has forfeited all, his Life, Eftate, eter- 
on | nal Happineſs, and Well-being hercafter ; 
all is forfeited to his great Prince, the 
de} Lord of Heaven and Earth : Yet God has 
I Þturned the Glaſs, and given him this Year 
his $M to return in; he has one Year more 
eſe given him to work out his Salvation in. 


b 3. The 
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F - 3. The great Danger and Hazard of Þ 
Delays about Soul-Butineſs. This isa ve JF , 
ry common thing among Men; nothing p 
is fo much over-tooked, and negleCted J 
many, as the Concernment of their Souls |"? 
and another World. And as nothing is} ® 
more common, ſo nothing is more hazar- 
dous. O beware of it! Thouſands are un. | ® 
done by it! All ( we ſee) hangs on a lit ol 
tle time, that is ſecret and unknown to us; [ 
and therefore it's Matter of extream Ha} 
zard to trifle in thisMatter. We know not at p 
what Day, in what Hour our laſt Sand may} : 
run down, and all our time, this Year alfo bi 
may end. Alas, many and many a one} ® 
have reckoned of time enough ; of many Ss 
Years to come, who have not had a Month' hi 
nor a Week's time to turn them in. . 
4. Then it's but a while, and there will 
be a great Twrz with every one of us G 
When this Year alſo was gone about, then h 
there was a Turn in the Condition of this} © 
Tree; fo, Sirs, there is but a _— A 
between us and the time, when we 
Stend for ever, or Fall for ever; go Upat 
Down for ever. O, Sirs, great, great 
ings are near us! Making or undoing 
within a Year, or Month, or Week of us 
Have you -gone through many Changes 
throngh great Ups and Downs of Condi 
tions in the World > Why, all that is pat} 
is nothing to what is a coming, and hatd 
by atthis Day. +& 
5. Thish 


g 
- 


\ 5. This may awaker ſecare ones, who 
tye ſecure in their barren and unprofitable 
States from Year to Year. Sirs, what 
ls | fhink you of it? This tells yon that you 
is | are almoſt at an end, almoft at DO W N- 
ar 4CUTTING, that except you repent, 
in. | 51d tutn, you will ſhortly be rent up ont 
it. | of your places, and thrown into the Fire. 


Ta. 4 amazed and aſtoniſhed, when he faw the 
af Fingers of a Man's Hand writing his 
24 DOOM upon the Plaiſter of the Wall tn 
7, his Palace-Chamber. O ! this marrd all 
his Mirth and Mufick; Lords and Ladies; 
Crowns and Kingdoms could not relieve 
well him. Why, Sirs, this is your caſe, your 
very caſe this Day; your MENE, MENE 
TEKEL UPHRASIN is in. WRITING, 
I ay, this will ſhortly be done: And 
God will fay to thee, 1. Mene, } God 
hath numbred thy Kingdom, and finiſh- 
gd it; 7. e. All thy Peace, and Comfort, 
and Happineſs, that ever thou {ſhalt have, 
is nutnbred, and ready to be finiſhed. 2. 
Teke!.) Thou art weighed in the Ballances, 
and att found wanting; 2. e. w ftand in 
Judgment; to meet the great God, want- 
ing tor Heaven and Happineſs. 3. Peres.] 
Thy Kingdom is divided — Thon ſhalt be 
_ excluded, and kept from it; and 
Saints ſhall have the Room thou 
teckons of in the Kingdom. 
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{ pray think of it; how was Be/ſhazzar Dan. 5.5,5. 
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- 6-. Let this quicken all (that look for F 
Salvation) to take the preſent Opportu- 
nity. without any more delay. If the ma-) 
king or undoing of Perſons upon a ſhortYof 
{ſpace of time, then a little delay. may beF yot 
your undoing. O therefore walk while 2 mi 
have the Light ; work out your own Sal- 
vation; ſtand not empty in the Vineyard I tel 

this Year alſo; it may be your laſt; your Þ| ſp: 
ſtanding or falling may be ſtanding on it. I Ey 
Now that you may take care, conſider, Þ P: 
that as'your making or undoing depends | Tl 

- upon alittle ſhread of time; ſo it you Þ &e 
let "_- time paſs, when it's once gone and Þ| 1: 
Pair, | 
., I. Your Day of Grace will be over and 
rk this will be at an end, and you will 

>-1n Feruſalem's Caſe. Now will not 
this be fad 2 Alas, then you may ſay, as 

Jer. 8. 20. thoſe in Zeremy, The Harveſt is paſt, the 

Summer is ended, and we are not ſaved. 

O, Sirs! if your Day of Grace be once 
done, Eu are for ever undone. For, 

2. There will be no Remedy. This is 
another Conſideration. Let this Year al- 
ſo, z. e. this nick of time allotted to you 
paſs, and there's no farther Remedy for 
you. For my Beloved, | 

1. God will not ſtay, or tarry a Day 
longer- for you, but have you down. I 
lay, there will be no more Opportunities. 


on 
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1. If then you cry, he will not hear, 
For be any more intreated. Now, it you 
Twill come, and ſeek him, he will be found 
of you. Now if you pray, he will hear 
you ; now if you will turn, he will ad- 
mit you into Favour : But then there is 
no _—_ that can prevail. Thus God 
rd I tells the 1/rae/:tes, 1/a. 1. 15. When ye 
ut _ forth your Hands, I will hide mine 
yes from you; yea, when ye make many 

1; Þ Prayers, I will not hear Jer. 11. 11. 
ds | Though they cry unto me, 1 will net hear- 
u | ken wnto them. So likewiſe, Chap. 14. 
d } 12. Ezek. 8. 18. and Mich. 3.4. And 
| thus it will be with us, if we ftand emp- r 

d | ty till this Year alſo, this fixed time of our J 
1'F making or undoing, of our ſtanding or - 3 
Xt alling, be paſt and gone. T1 
Sf 2. If others cry for- you, | he will not- 
e | hear: No Intercelſion of the Servants of 
7, | God, who have moſt Intereſt in Heaven, 
e | can prevail any longer for you. When 
_ Day was done, the Lord would 
et Feremiah pray for them, Chap. 7. 


the 
s | not 
- | 16. 171. 14. 14. 11. And as Feremiab 
1 | was a Man of great Intereſt with God, 
r | and likely to prevail with, and ſucceed 

therein for a Bleſſing. So God either caſts 
7 | them out of the Prayers of his Servants 
[ | the Prophets, or if they pray, their Pray- 
ers return into their own Boſoms;, with- 
out any Adyantage or Benefit to thoſe they 


Pray for. 
' Thus 
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or -others en your 
hear, nor.any more be entreated. 

3. You know not how ſoon all this may 
he, haw ſoon your Day may be over, bow 
foon [no room for Intreaties may be left, 
bur it will be in vain for you to-pray, in 
vain for Drefſers to pray and intercedg, 
in vain for any Body to ſtir, or ſay ano- 
ther Word for you. Now therefore does 
it not. concera you to take Care, and work 
out your own Salvation. It may quickly 
be itoo late, your time may ſoon be gone 
and paſt. 


Cixthly, But may be ſome trem- 
bling and troubled Soul may ſay, Alas! 
this is it I have feared many a Day, and 
now 1 fear {it more than ever; 1 fear, I 
fear it.is t00late, and that my Day, my 
Ter .is done, and over already. Now to 
this Imould ay : 

I. That we cannot peremptorily or po- 
fitively ſay -of any particular Perſon, this 
Man, .or this Woman, -while in- this Life, 
that their Day is over. There are ſad 
Signs indeed, [that miniſter great and juſt 
Grounds . of Fear concerning divers Per; 
ſons, but ate ;not ſufficient Bottoms for 
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. For if your felyesÞF 
alt cry, he will no 
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F has been, and now is the very Caſe of 


'Diſpenſation of the Goſpel. This Tree 
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4 The Barren Fig-Iree. 
© .2+ Certainly (tho' we cannot point out. 
The fingle and individual Perſons) this 


many : And truly they have cauſe to 
fear it this Day, who have fate long 
dead, empty and untfruictul -under the 
500 and powerful Diſpenſation of the 
oſpel. Truly I cannot look on them, 
but with a trembling Heart, who have 
had home, lively and working Ordinan- 
ces for ſome conſiderable part of their 
time, but never been wrought on to any 
degree of a viſible Change by them. Bur, 
2. If thou beeſt afraid of this, and fol- 
lowing after God in a ſerious uſe of 
Means, and God be dealing with thee in 
his Ordinances, and will not ler thee a- 
lone. Why then, I ſay, it's a good Sign 
that thy Day is not over; for when the 
y is over with Men, God lets them 
alone, and they let him alone, and they 
© on inſenſibly under this Judgment. 
As, I/a. 29. 10. it's ſaid, The Lord bath 
poured out —— the Spirit of deep Sleep 
pon them, and hath cloſed their Eyes : 
that thoſe whoſe Day is gone, and are 
under this Judgment, do not once ſee ar 
ſuſpe& how it's with them. 


- 5thly,Obſerve, That rheLord often makes 


'@ very quick Work with thoſe that ſtand 


empty and cunfruitful under the powerful 
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was tobe letalone, but-ir was but for 
Year only after it was brought under th 
Eye and Care of a Digging and” Dung 
Vine-dreſſer. Now, I iy; 'it wa 
wo, Were OneYear'sTiriie, and wed, 4 | 
Coft beſtowed. on-it,; - and if that will no 
do, no more Titng,. no further -Coſt, 
down it gbes.:. So, I ſay, we may obſer ) 
from hence, that the Lord, many. rimg 
makes quick Work with empty barre 
. Perſons; under the powerful Diſpenfatiag 
of : - Goſpel Priviledges. O,” Sirs, whe 
the Goſpel,:comes in Power to.1 People 
and. Ordinances are quick' and” lively, af 
"po ng.chem; why then uſually theLord is ale 
quick, and ſpeedy with Souls ;, makes a3 


3 


quick Diſpatch of the Treaty. with chem 


has ſoon done the one 'way or: heg 
Fe, 5 ther.. Our Saviour ſays of Fobn, - Ss 
35+ 14s a burning and a ſhining Light. . 7 b 
x we find. in his time, that when, he came 38 
3 preaching; and- began to preach the Golf 6 
| | "Bla. 3:16, A laid unto.the Roor of the Trees 
Bo OO: ene Now alſo (fays Chiit) the” Ax 35 198* 
Bey | 2 Root of the Trees) the Baptiſts: « 


ph 


en. but entring upon the Miniftry won : __ 
them, and yer the Ax was .alreddy y at the | 
Root of the Trees, and Go@*was hewirig | 
them. .. O, Sirs! the Ax- goes. along ,witit 
bo preaching of the Goſpel, .and rhat nt 
er comes to a People, bit this -is al 
_ empty Trees? The Lord makes; 
nw when our Saviour fenh ou 
106. 
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the Twelve to Preach. You may ſee the 
Charge he ſent them with, Mar. 10. 14.) 
dwhoſoever ſhall not receive you,nor hear 
wr Words: when ye depart out of that 
a City, ſhake off the Duſt of your Feet. And 
A8-what then? v. 15. Very I ſay unto you, 
822 ſhall be more tolerable for the Land of 
Sodom and Gomorrah 27 the Day of Fudg- 
want, than for that City. Mark, I pray, 
here was ſhort Work, and a quick Difſ- 
Wpatch: As though he ſhould ſay, Bring 
them the Tidings of the Kingdom, offer 
the Goſpel, and Mercy of it to 'em; but 
t-any of them refuſe and reject it, or be 
{vor at leiſure to hearken and give enter- 
:WFainment to it, ſtand not threaping ir on 
Sem; let them alone, and go your way, ſha- 
King the Duſt oft your Feet asa Teftimony 
apainſt them, Why, this is his way oft 
with Souls, under the clear Light and 
tower of the Goſpel. He will not wait 
long on ſuch, as he waits on others in 
Sarker Places; as we may ee in the Chil- 
Agren of 1/ac/. Thoſe that had ſeen his 
Sgrcat Wonders in Egypr, and- at the Red 
ora, and were rebellious, he ſoon ſware 
ala2inſt many of them, that they thould 
ever enter into his Reſt. But thoſe that 
were born in the Wilderneſs, were ,born 
ovith many Years. He will ſometimes 
ait-many a Year on them that were caſt 
+ dark arid obſcure Corners; when he takes 
tem ſhortly, that live inTimes and Places 
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of much Light. But thus much for this} 
Obſervation, that the Lord often makesh 
quick Work with thoſe that ftand emp-h 
ty and unfruitful under the powerful Dif-Y 
penſation of the Goſpel. . 
1. This ſpeaks-a {ad' and heavy Word 
to them who have ftood long empty and 
unprofitable under powertulGoſpel Diſpen- 
{ations. Does the Lord makesquick Work 
with others that ſtand empty under ſuch 
Diſpenſations? Then theſe may fear that 
God's Treaty with them is ended ; that 
God has done with them as to any 1a- 
ving Work. And tho' he ſufter them to 
{tand in their Rooms, yet it's not for any 
Good, but that they may dry and wither 
away onthe Ground, and ſo (as dry Trees) 
be readier for the Fire. O, that this 
might he-laid to Heart! There are many 
Thouſands (however it may be at pre 
ſent) that have once in their Days, ſateHh 
Ten or Twenty Years together, under a- 
wakenine Means, but have never been 
awakened ; under quickning Means, butY 
are till ſpiritually dead ; under cornvert- 
ing Means, but are ftill impenitent: Al 
have lett them as Blind, as Carnal, as 
. Formal, as Empty, as Looſe, and as Un- 
fJruiful as they found them. Nowl fay, Þ. 
this ſpeaks a Word of Irembling unto. 
ſuch: And O! that it might 'awaken'F 
them, to look about them, if ſo be there 
 - may yet be Hope conceming their Eternal + 
..- Valvation. And, * - 2, This 
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T 2This ſpeaks a warningWord unto thoſe 
who are, or may be brought under work- 
Sig Diſpenſations of the Goſpel, viz. To 
know their Duty, and hit their Time. O 
trifle not, the Day of Grace, that is very 
full over a Soul, is often but ſhort to that 
nd FSoul ; be you quick then in your Improve- 
N-Yment, elſe the Lord may be quick with 
IK Fyou, in giving you over. As in that fore- 
cli mentioned place, As 10. 16. This was 
at Fdone thrice, and the Veſſel was recerved 
at Yup agarn into Heaven. S0 there may be 
a threefold Ofter of Grace to you; and 
& if not diligent, you may mils of it, it 
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ny Ymay be quickly over and gone. Sits, re- 
ct Inember this Truth, and ler it quicken you 
S) ſb all Care and Diligence, in improving a 


ime of GraciousV ifitation ; becauſe a ſhort 

Work will the Lord make, when he letsto 

ork with empty and unprofitablePerſons Romy. 28; 
der a powerful Goſpel Diſpenſatton. 

3. That where the Goſpel is a Foot and 
Working, their Work is going faſt on, and 
uls under it are ripening apace for Rz- 
g or Falling, for Life or Death. Trees 
at grow in this warm Sun, have a Mark 
45 Pon ſet upon 'em, for Good or Kv27. 

4 What cauſe they have to be thank- 
L, who have had a Work of the Goſpel 
'Ftzce upon them betimes, and as it were 
en Fits-firft coming to them. If the Lord 
- ogy a good Work in thee, then 

ever bleſs his Name, ,, that thou waft 


L 2 | bot 


” D492, 
5, 


* + 
5» Tp-© « uh Se. i 
_— SORE $4 


"” $; F: 
. C a 


| Barren Frio-Iree. 


= left to Zo on in Blindneſs andAmmpe- ; 
nitency, till God would have treated noÞ 
farther with thee. * 


Thirdly, We come now unto the Third ſe 
and Laft Thing in this Sixth and Laſt Pa*, 
of this Parable, v:2. 4 

The Agguments that the Dreſſer makes]; 
uſe of to obtain this Forbearance of this J 
Fig-tree this Year alſo: And: they are ;7 
Two. A 

_ Firſt, The former you have, v. 8 ;; 
C1717 I drg about it, and dung it.] It's ta 
ken Ex ſe. It will not be needful curi- 
ouſly to inquire what is here meant byf xx 
theſe Terms of Digging and Dungingl 
The Thing which they import is in {hon}, 
this, Quod ſe omne Remedium adhibiu] - 
rum. That he would make uſe of everiſ yy 
Remedy. All Means to make it fruitÞ.q, 
Jul. le 

_ Only we: may here take notice of thi 1 
AﬀeCtion and Care of a faithful Miniſter 
which are here notably expreſſed in the 
Carriage of the Dreſſer. Who, fi 

I. Rather lays the Faulc on himſelly .. 
than on: the Tree, as if ' he had nd 
done his patt: [T// I dig about 77. anlf 
dung it. 

2. Promiſes to ſpare no Pains or Coll 
for the future, that it may bzcome fruitful 
and profitable; I will dig,and I will dung it. 
Precando, Docendo, Monendo, Increpand$ 

| . Is 1, OU- 
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- I. Obſerve, That Faithful Miniflers 
$have 2 very tender Aﬀettion towards the 

. | Souls of impenitent and unprofitable Per- 
ird ſons;and would not have them cut down, and 
an ifs in that State, Feremy tells the Re- 

ellious Fews, That bzs Soul ſhould—weep Jer. 13.17. 
kes #n,ſecret Places for their Pride. Paul's Att 17. 
His Spirit was ſtirred in bim, when he ſaw 6: 
ary the Athenians wholly given up to Idolatry, 

And the Apoſtles knowing the Terror of , cox. 5. 
of the Lord, they perſwaded Men—lIt ſets be- 11. 
uy fore us, 
uy 1, The CharaQter of a good Miniſter. 
buf He's one that ſeeks them, not theirs; like 
74 .the prophane Priefts that ſeeks the Fleece, 
on without regard to the Flock. 
Wy ' 2. The Miſtake of many People. If a 
7) Miniſter be impartial, plain, and home, 
any deals rounsly with them, and will nor 
let them alone in their Sins, but dig about 
them; why, many call it Anger, and 
Railing, and impute it to Pathon, and 
7 intemperate Hear, when indeed it comes 
from Love, Compaſſion, and Fear : Love 
and Compaſſion to their Souls, and Fear 
4 of theirEternal Undoing. They areyour beſt 
"q Friends that deal plainlieft with you, bur 
$ your worſt Enemies that flatter and ſooth 
$ you moſt in your Sins. 
> 2dly, Obſerve, That the Work of Mi- 
F iſters is painful Work, [Till 1 dig 
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about it, and dung it.) Two painful Parts F/#* 
of the Husbandman's Work. 5So they are 
reſembled to, 1. Labourers -in their Har- 
veſt. 2. Husbandmen in the Field, 23. Sol- 
diers in the Camp. 4. Stewards in great 
Houſes. .5. Fiſhers in the Sea. 6. Shep- 
herds in the Paſture. 7. Stars, that are [8 
in continual Motion. 8. Candles, that | 
while they ſhine, are watting. 9. Clouds | 
that while they are watering the Earth, 
conſume themſelves. All which Titles 
__ their Work to be painful macerating 
ork. Sacerdotium non eſt otium ſed nego- ſt 
tiorum negotium. Bern. 
1. That Minifters ſhould not be idle :Þ 
Idleneſs is Pernicious in Perſons of any I} 
Calling, but moſt Pernicious in thoſe that I ® 
are in this Calling, Alas! while theſe I Y: 
play and trifle away their Time, Thou-J 
{ands of poor Souls that ſhould be fed by | © 
them unto Salvation, are ſtarved unto eter- al 
nal DeſtruRtion. t 
2. That the Work of the Miniſtry is | * 
not a fine, ſoft; eafie Work, as too many d 
think. It's true indeed, it's a fine thing Þ| © 
to have ſuch and ſyuchNames,go in ſuch and 
ſuch Habits, have a great Income annexed 
thereto, and going therewith, and be Ke- 
verenced, and had in Admiration with 
Men. I fay, theſe are fine things ; but if F 
Men will' do the Work, if they will dig Þ 
and dung, if they will apply themſelves Þ 
faithfully to cure the Hardneſs, Blind-Þ 


neſs, 


rts , eſs, Infidelity, Security, Senſu ality k. 
are {thoſe they come among, and make dry 


nga 2 Bis a> 
4 54 - 7g- Yee. So 
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fon »4 


ar-$ Trees begin to bud, his Labour is very ;. x, 


ol- 


ext | Iweating Work. 


3. See, that Sunt qui paſlorum nomine 


ood gaudent, paſlorum autem officium implere 
1ar | Nolunt. Aug. Some there are that love 
, 


the Name of Paſtors, who will not per- 
form the Duty of. Paſtors. 


3dly, Obſerve, That the end of Mini- 


Þ0- | fters Work ts to make their People fruitful 


in Grace and Goodneſs. Till I dig abour 
it, and dung it. And if it bear Fruit, 
well.] When the Drefler of the Vineyard 
imploys himſelf about a Tree in the Vine- 
yard, in digging and dunging it, he does 
it that this Tree may yeild him ſome Fruit, 
elſe he would never toil and ſweat thus 
about it. So, Sirs, all the Pains, and all 
the Care that Miniſters beſtow, is for this, 
that People may be fruitful. For ( ſays 
St. Paul in his Epiſtle to the Romans ) I 
would not have you ignorant, Brethren, 
that I oftentimes purpoſed to come unto 
you — that I might have ſome Fruit among 
you, Mark, for what End it was that 
[Paul defired to come unto them; namely, 
Fthat he might have Fruit; 7. #. that by 


'F his Miniſterial Labours among them he 


Emight be an Inftrument to promote the 


F Converſion of Sinners, and the bringing _ 
oY torth 


I 4 


reat, and their Work will prove hard, hoc opus. 


Rom, Is 


13, 
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Forth of Fruit-in dry and barren Trees. 
This is' the End and Defign of Minifters 
" Work; namely, to make their People 
fruitful. Now is this their End ? M 
1. Then ſee what End we ſhould have Þ gc 

in coming to the Word, and frequenting | ty 
of Holy Ordinances. If this be the end Þ hx 
of Minifters in Preaching, then it ſhould þ de 
be the Deſign of our coming to theWord, WM 
we {hould come, that we may be made a F ha 
fruitful People in Righteouſneſs and Ho- 
lineſs. And truly, Sirs, if this be not our | a 
End in coming, and the Conſequent of our | th 
coming, our coming will profit us nothing. Þ dt 
Take heed then of coming meerly out of | th 
Cuſtom, and for Company, as many do, || in 
or going on from Day to Day, without {| O 
any Regard. to the Work of the Miniftry | w 
on their Hearts and Lives. O, bare com- || 1. 
Ing to the Church, though you comeeve- | at 
ry Day, will never bring you a Step near- | el 
er Heaven. ir 
2. That unprofitable People fruſtrate to | 
themſelves the Labours of Chriſt's Servants. Þ at 
It the end of their preaching be to make {| ir 
People fruitful, then: they that continue ||| tl 
barren and empty, make all vain to them, Þ- it 
and loft on them, as the Dreſſers labour Þ tl 
in digging is loſt when no Fruit cones on Þ b/ 
it. Pray think of it: Many are ready to Þ} n 
commend the Miniſters and their Labour : 
O! this is a good Preacher, and that was 
an excellent, powerful, and profitable Ser- 
RES 72. | mon :_; 
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The Barren Fig- 

EF mon: But we ſhould turn in, and inquire 
what Good it is that we get, and where- 
in we are betrer, and mended by ſuch a 
Man, and ſuch a Sermon. For, Sits, 
e | good Mens beſt Labours are loſt and emp- 
2 | ty to us, if we be not fruitful. If thou 
d | haft fate Twenty, Thirty, Forty Years un- 
d 4 der the digging and dunging of the ableft 
WF Men, but {ſtood barren all that while, thou 
2 F haſt fruſtrated their Labours, 

- 2. That unprofitable People will have 
r | a heavy Account to make one Day, when 
r | they muſt anſwer for all the digging and 
. | dunging of the Vine-dreflers, and have all 
f {| their Watchings, and Travels, and Sweat- 
, | ings riſe up in Judgment againſt them. 
t 

ſ 


O Sirs! there are two ſorts of Perſons, 
whoſe Judgment will be very heavy: 
1. Unprofitable Perſons under a painful 
and powerful Miniſtry, who ſhall be 
charged with all the Diggings and Dung- 
ings of the Vine-drefſers. 2. Idle, negli- 
> | gent, and carnal Miniſters among a barren 
, | and unprofitable People, that take no Pains 
| in digging about, and dunging them, that 
' {| they mightbe brought to Fruittulnels, who 
 Þ ſhall on the other hide ftand charged with 
| the Barrenneſs, Emptineſs, and Unprofita- 
| bleneſs of that People, as thoſe that have 
not done their Part, in digging about them, 
# and dunging them, that they might bring 
+ forth the Fruits of Righteouſneſs and Ho- 
| lineſs. - 
2 Secondly, 4 


! 4 F w 4 
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Secondly, We paſs unto the SecondF 
Argument, which we have, v. 9. [ And if 
it bear Fruit, well; and if not, then after} ;; 
that thou ſhalt cut it down] and it's ta- Þ n 
ken. Ex arbore. 
[t's as much as if he had ſaid, Let it} A 
but alone this Year, while I dig about it, 
and dung it, and afterwards do according 
to the Fruit and Succeſs of this furtherÞF ;; 
Time and Coft beſtowed on it. | fi 
1. If it bear Fruit, well.) Here is Ab- Þ| \y 
rupta oratio, imperfetta que ſententia: |} $, 
For the Word [ well] put in here, ina 
difterent CharaQter, is not in the Original, Þ a 
bur put in by the Tranſlators. The Defe& } y 


may be filled up with, S 
1. Well} as our Tranſlators; 9. d. if} if 
when—then Bene er. ne 


2. Sines)] as Beza. As tho he ſhould Þ $i 
fay, If it bear Fruit, then ſpare it, let it Þ © 
grow ſtill. tl 

3. Fhen it will be no more a Cumber Þ f 
to the Ground. 

R 4. Then Nox ops erit eam ſuccidere. 
Tr, 

5. We may leave the Room unfilled up, Þ» 
as manifeſting the Modeſty of the Drefler, F 
in not oftering or taking upon him to pre- þ 
icribe the Lord of the Vineyard, what to 
do to this Tree, in caſe it proved fruitful, 
at la; but leaving it to the Lord himſelf 

on to Fa 


to appoint Gn that Caſe) what (a far- 
"ther be done about it 

2. And if not, then after that thou ſhalt 
cut it down; q. d. Then I will interpoſe 
no more, I will intercede no further for i it, 
_ FI will ſtand no more berween it and the 
ty Ax, but wholly give it up. 


8K ift. Obſerve, That zt is the great Con- 
I'F cernment of a ſpared People 10 be a frutt- 

ful People. (If it bear Fruit, well.) All 
b- lyes on this; the great TUKN. as to the 
1: } Standing or Failing of ſuch Trees: So 
2] thar, Sirs, if we look on it as a Matter of 
I, $ any Moment, as a Concernment of any 
& | Weight and Conſequence, wherher we 
| Stand or Fall, Riſe or Ruin tor ever; I ſay, 
If if this be any thing with us then we muſt 

needs look on ir as our Concernment to be 
d fruitful in the Day ot ſparing Mercy, for 
It F our ſtanding or talling ſtands on this. Oh 

think at it, "ſo as thar you may be fruit- 


TY ful! 


- 2dly, Obſerve. That when no Patzence 
of God, no Pains of his Servants, can pre- 
, $ vazr/ with an unprofuable People. then 
» FDOWNCUTT IN G comes on thn, 
et was but One Year more that this Fig 
\tree was to ſtand, and be digged : hour, 
Sand dunged; and it this tarrher Partence, 
WCare and Pains of the Dre{i-r. were not 
gttended with Fruit, then it muſt down 
without 


oo The Barren Fro-Iree. 
without more ado. So I ſay, when no! 
Pains and Labour of the Minifters of 
Chrift can prevail with an unprofitable Þ 
People, then they muſt be cut down; that 
is their End. In this their Barrenneſi has 
its I{ſue. We might ſee this- in many 
Inſtances and Examples, as in that of the | x 
old World, Pharaob, Iſrael, Fudah and h 
Feruſalem, who when no Patience, no F «© 
Labour, and no Pains, would make them R 
fruitful, were left to the Ax, and went { 
down. [ 
1. Then the Lord will not ever let a \ 
t 
j 
< 
| 
l 
! 
| 


, barren People or Perſon alone: No, in 
the end he CUTS them oft, P/a/. 37. 38. Þ : 

2. Then barren Perſons may ſee . what Þ 
they are going towards, and what will 
come on them, if they continue as they 
are: There will be no Poflibility of mil: 
ling DOWN-CUTTING ſooner or 
ater. 

3. Then let this warn you to beware of 
going on in Impenitency, while God is 
bearing with you, and his Servants are 
Iabouring over- you. The Ax is before 
you, and if you continue barren, it will 
hew you down for ever. | 


3dly, Obſerve, That no Patience of God, 

no Pains of his Servants, can keep ſome 
from DOWN-CUTTING. huſe 
how long the Lord bears with them, and Þ 
how much his Servants labour over them; 
| they; 
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they continue inemendable, and will not 


on, E be reformed or mended. Thus it was 
le Þ ere; this Tree (ſhadowing this People) 
ar | *hat was ſpared this fourth Year, was no 


better, but went down for its Barrenneſs 
'y | In the end. Allthe Penitential Sermons of 
! | the Baptiſt, our Saviour's Premiſor, the 
Preaching and Miracles of our Saviour 
himſelf, the Pains and Travels of his Apo- 
ſtles, who came after him, would not win 
them to any Repentance, or better Fruit. 
Alas! nothing will keep ſome from the 
Ax, let the Lord wait 10, 20, 3o or 40 
Years, and let his Servants labour about 
them all this while, in digging and dung- 

- Ing them, and ſtill they are the ſame at the 
- end that they were at the beginning. AII 
has done them no Good, leaves them no 
better. O think at it! Ir's a very fad, and 
it's a very common Caſe; many and many 

a one goes down in this faſhion, after 3o, 
ef 49, 50, or 60 Years Fatience of God to- 
wards them, and Pains of his Servants 
with them; no Patience, no Pains can keep 
them. from the Ax, but they will run up- 
.on ir. When God had tarried, and Noab 
had preached 120 Years, the old World 
was drowned. So it is from time 
, | to time; and with Perſons after long 
Patience and much Pains, are cut down 
at laſt. If any Patience or Pains might 
fave them, God would not be wanting, 
'$ nor his Miniſters wanting, in exerciſing it 
© to, 


he % wF 
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to, and beſtowing it on them; but alas * 
nothing will do, nothing will keep them 
from the Ax. 

If you ſhould ask, whence is this? Or 
what may be the reaſon of this > Why, 
in a Word, it is trom, 

1. Sinners Infidelity and Unbelief. They 
live impenitent in their Sins and Barren- 
nels how long ſfoever God may bear 
with them, even till DOWN-CUTTING 
come upon them; becauſe, 1. They will 
not believe that their Caſes are ſuch, as 
in Truth they are. 2. Nor- believe that 
their Danger is what indeed it is. 2. Nor 
believe the Verity and Certainty of Di- 
vine Denunciation- it's ſaid, that Noah 
believed, and therefore prepared an Ark 
to the ſaving of his Houſe. The old 
World believed not any ſuch thing, (not- 
withſtanding Neebs 120 Years preaching 
to them abour it) and therefore took no 
Courlſe, either ro prevent the coming, or 
to ſecure themſelves when it came. Why, 
Sirs, this is the Cale of impenitent Sinners, 
- they will not believe what the Lord de- 
nounces againſt them trom time to time 
by his faithful Meflengers. and ſo tzkeno 
Care to avoid their DOW N-CUTTING, 
which at laſt comes upon them with a 
' home and fatal Stroke. 

2. Sinners Hardneſs of Heart. Sin is of 
a hardning Nature, Heb. 3. 13. and b 
Continuance and Cuſtom, many contra 
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ſuch ; 


A uch a Hardneſs in Evil, that nothing will 
Fmove or melt them : Bend they will nor, 


©. 
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and break they muſt. This 1s another, 
Fer. 5. 3. Thou haſt ſtricken them, but 
they have not grieved; thou baſt conſumed 
them, but they have refuſed to refeive 
Correftion. Zach. 7. 11, 12. They refuſed 
to hearken, and pulled away the Shoulder, 
and ſlopped their Ears, that they ſhould 
not hear. Tea, they made their Hearts as 
an Adamant-ſtone, leſt they ſhould hear the 
aw— 

2. Sinners Security, Stupiditf, and 
denſuality, whereby all Senſe is loſt, and 
all Regard to future things 1s laid afide. 
It's ſaid, Mat. 24. 38, 39.----Thbey knew 
not, until the Flood came and took thens 
all away. But ſome may lay, How knew 
they not? The Lord had given them 
warning, ſent Noah to preach to them 1 20 
Years before it came, fer Noah on work 
in preparing the Ark, how then knew they 
not2 Why, they regarded nothing but 
their own preſent ſenſual Courles, lay 
drowned under ſuch a weight of Security, 
that nothing could enter their T houghts 
of that that was coming upon them. So 
Hoſea 7. 9. It's faid of Ephraim, That 
Strangers have devoured his Strength, 
ond he knoweth it not ;, yea, gray Hatrs are 


Pere and there upon him, yet be Rnoweth 
Jnr. O! when Security has once laid 
Jdiners aſleep, nothing will awake them 


= till 
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till the Ax come ; nor that neither, beforeÞ 


the very laſt Stroke that ſets them a tum: 
bling down to Deſtruction. 

1. See what a {ad Condition a Perſon or 
a People may fin themſelves into. Is it 
not Yad, when it comes to this with a 
Perſon or People, that nothing will do 
with them, no Patience nor Pains will 
keep them from DOWN-CUTTING? 
Surely, to be in ſuch a Cale, is very ſad! 
And yet it is the Caſe of many at this ve- 
ry Day. 

2. That Sinners periſh, becauſe they 


2 Pet, 3. 5, Will periſh. God 7s Long-ſuffering, not 


willing that any ſhould periſh, but that all 
ſhould come to Repentance. The Miniſters 
of God dig and dung, and wonld not 
have Sinners cut down : But alas, -poor 
Sinners themſelves heed not, care not; 
nay, cut down they will be, rather than 
once frame themſelves to bear any other 
Fruit than wild Figs. 


athly, Obſerve, That Invincible and 
Incurable Barrenneſs in a Nation, Con: 
gregation, or Perſon, is a Forerunner of 


certain DOW N-CUTTING and De- 


ſiruition to that Nation, Congregation or 


Perſon. Now I call that Incurable Bar- 
renneſs that continues ina Nation, or Con- 

gregation, or Perſon, aiter, 
1. Much Forbearance and Long-ſufter- 
ing exerciled towards them, As =__ 
the 
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| and yet their Hearts and Lives are never 


The Barren Fig-Tree. 
the Lord had come Three Years, and then 
a Fourth Year was obtain'd by the Dreſſer, 
tor further Trial of Fruittulnefſs. So, 

2. Many Means and great Advantages 
beftowed on them in this time; as here 
in digging about them, and dunging them, 
and yer {till barren and unfruittul. This 
I call incurable Barrenneſs, and this I ſay 
is an immediate Forerunner of DOWN- 
CUTTING. Both in regard of; 

1. Temporal Devaſtation to a Nation, 

2. Spiritual Deprivation to a Congre- 
eation of the Goſpel. 

3. Everlaſting Dc{truction and Datmna- 
tion of rhe Souls of Perſons that thus re- 
main incurably barren, vee, 

I. Thar many People wear very dread- 
ful Marks upon them. If inviſible Bar- 
renneſs be the Mark and Forerunner of 
DOWN CUTTING, as moſt certain it is, 
then many are in very ſad States. For 
Multitudes, Mulrtitudes in theſe Days, 
have manifeſt and evident Symptoms on 
them of this ſad Diſeaſe, vis. Invincible 


|Barrenneſs ;- that they are incurably barren. 


Pray think at it. Many are viſibly and 
lamentably barren, and empty of (if nor 
open Enemies to) all Goodnels ; and they 
are thus, atrer, 

1. Much Forbearance exerciſed towards 
them; many Days, and Years of God's 
Patience have gone over their Heads, 


the 
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The Barren Fig-Iree. 
the better; but more barren, and further 
from any Good than in the beginning. 

2. Many Means and great Advantages 
have been oftered, and long continued to 
them. As they, 

1. Have been digged about, dunged and 
watred,. Theclear and healing Waters of 
the SanCtuary have come to them, and 
Tun over them, yet theſe miry Places have 
not been healed, Ezek. 47. 11. 

2, Have been pruned by the Hook of 
ſharpand ſmarting Judgments and Afflicti- 
ons. O! what dreadful Amputations have 
many had of Relations, Eſtates and Com- 
forts, yet all has done them no Good ; 
they are not better than they were be- 
fore. 

This, Sirs, is the Caſe of many, and 
you ſee, that this is an immediate Fore- 
runner of DOWN-CUTTING. $So that 
theſe People wear dreadful Marks upon 
them of Deſtruction. 

2, What England, the People of Erg- 
land, the Congregations in England, may 


juſtly tear, at this Day, viz. ſome heavy 


and dreadful Blow; ſuch a Blow as will 
be DOWN-CUTTING, and lay this fair 
and flouriſhing, but fruitleſs Fig-tree, (that 
lifts up its Head on high) on the Ground, 
and in the Duſt. 

This, Sirs, we may fear, that our End 
iS nigh to come, and our DOWN-CUT- 
TING at the Door, For, Sirs, (among 
many 


The Barren Fig-Tree. 
ner many other Preſages hereoi, that here I 
name not for Brevity-lake ) this 1s our 
SS (Caſe, England's Cale. I may ſpeak it 
Wy with a trembling Hearr, and you may hear 
it with Fear, the Ax is at the Root of 
ndJ the Tree. Are we not uncurably barren, 
of empty of good Fruit? As 1t was aid, 
nd (2 Kings 2. 19.) The Citation of this City 
Yel 2s pleaſant — but the Water 7s naught, and 
the Ground is barren. $0 it may be ſaid 
of | of us of England, ofthe Cities and Towns 
tt thereof, the Sitvation is pleaſant, but our 
Veq Hearts ate for the moſt part naught, and 
N-J our Lives are barren of the good Fruits 
l;Þ that thould grow in them. Nay, are 
& {| we not obſtinarely and incurably abandoned 

to an over-running meature of bad Fruits ? 
tf Are not our Fruits wild, like the Grapes 
Cj of the Lord's Vineyard of old, I/a. 5. 2. 
AJ And naughty, like the Prophet's Figs, Fer. 
My 24. 2. Is not our Vine of the Vine of S0- 
dom, eur Grapes the Grapes of Gall £ 
"| And our Cluifters, the Apoltle ſpeaks of, 
Y | (Gu!. 5.19, 20, 21.) Adultery, Fornicatt- 
1 on, Uncleanneſs, Laſciowuſneſs, Idolatry, 
[ 
l 


Witchcraft, Hatred, Variance, Emulait- 
on, Wrath, Strife, Seditions, Hereſies, 
U] Ervyings, Murders, Drunkenneſs and Ke- 
» | vellings ? Why, none can queſtion this; 
and therefore we have cauſe to fear that 
we are the Ground that 7s nigh unto cur- Heb. 6. 8." 
fing, whoſe end is tobe burned. And that 
the Lord is reſolving to do unto us, as he 
K 2 did 
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 Ifa. 5. 56. 


Jer. 51. 9. 


Ezek. 24. 
13, 14. 


The Barren Fig-Tree, 
did to his Vineyard of old, —Take away the 
Hedge,and lay 1 waſte, that we ſhall neither 
be pruned nor digged any more—Saying of 
us.as they did of Baby/on, I would have beal- 
ed you, but ye would not be healed—Lay- 
ing that Sentence on us, which was laid 
upon Feruſalem, Becauſe I have purged 
thee, and thou waſt not purged, thou ſhalt 
not be purged from thy Filthineſs any 
more, till I bave cauſed my Fury to reft up: 
on thee. IT the Lord have ſpoken ut, it 
ſhall come to paſs, and I will do zt ; I will 
not go back, neuter will I ſpare, neither 
will I repent according to thy Ways, and ac- 
cording to thy Doings ſhall they judge thee, 
3. What Cauſe weall have to dread and 
fear ſuch a State asthis, a barren State, and 
Inemendableneſs in a barren State. O Sirs! 


beware of this, every one beware of this, as 
you would not help to haſten DOWN. 
CUTTING on theNation, DOWN-CUT- 
TING on the Places where you live; 
and as you would not draw certain, 
ſpeedy, and eternal DeſtruCtion on your 
own Souls; invincible Barrenneſs is the 
Mark of endleſs Damnation ; if'no Fruit 
grow on us in the Church Militant, which 
is the Nurſery , we thall never have 
room among the Trees of Righteouſnek 
in the Church Triumphant. 


5thly, Obſerve, That Sinners may bt 


reprieved for a Itme, and yet afterwards 


periſh 
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The Barren Fig-Iree. 
periſh. It was 1o here; this Tree was re- 
prieved, but afterwards cur down. Cham 
was preſerved in the Ark = m drowning, 
but reſerved for curling 2 People were 
delivered out of the : Fine Egyptians, jude 5. 
yet afterward were deſtroyed in the Wil- 
derneſs. The Execution of Judgment is of: 
ten ſuſpended, when it is not reverſed. 

Many a poor Sinnzr has been juſt art the 
Door of final OFF-CUTTING, and caſt- 
ing into the Fire on a lick Bed, and hath 
elcaped for that time ; but notwithſtand- 
ing come to it again 10, 20, 3O Or 40 
Years after. Pharoah and the Egyptians, 
after they had gone thro' Ten Plagues, Exod. 14. 
were drowned in the Red Sea. Balaam, Num. 22. 
who had eſcaped the Sword of the Angel, 2 
was afterward ſlain by the Sword of the g 
Children of Iſrael, Nemweb, that > 
ped the Deſtruction, denounced by 7onahb, Nahum 3. 
was atterwarus utterly ruined. Remem- Luke 17. 
ber Lots Wite; the eſcaped the terrible 3*: 
Peſtruction, that came upon Sodom, yet 
was ſhortly alter made a Monument and 
TE. 

. Why, whence is this that Sinners 
__ be ſpared tor a time, and yet atter- 
wards periſh * Anſwer, be cauſe, 

1. The Lord is long- ſuſtering, and ſlow 
to Anger. The Lords Now to Anger, and Nah. 1. 3. 
great in Power ; be wil! not at all ac quit 
the Wicked, Mark, (1. ) He 1s great In 
Power; and (2.) He will not at all acquit 
K 3 the 
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the Wicked ; yet, (3.) Heis flow to An- 
ger. 7er. 15. s "Thou haſt forſaken me, 
#2 00, the Lo! d. thou art g0Ne backward A 
thereſore will 1 ſtretch out my Hand a- 
gaiiiſt thee, and deſiroy thee Here is 1 
DeftruQtion denounced” againſt the Jews, | © 
but was this as they had deſerved by their {t 
Provocations No, in no wiſe. The next 
Words plainly intimate that it was after 
long Patience, [I am weary with repent- Y 
ing.] As tho' he ſhould have ſaid, I have 
1o otren, and ſo long ſpared you, that Pati- / 
Ence 1s worn out, and [I1l wait no longer. f 

2. The Lord is very merciful. Not / 
only patient, but alſo pitiful. A God full 
of Compaliion, and delighting in Acts of 
Mercy. By this I/ae! was taved from 
periſhing, when they were a finking, 
2 Kin. 13. 22, 23. It zs ſaid, That Hazacel 
King of Syria oppreſſed Utael al! the Days 
of Jehoahaz. But the Lord was gracious 
unto them, and had Compaſſion on them---- 
And would not Te{troy them, neither caſt 
be them from his Preſence as yet. Asyet 
he had Mercy for them, yet Mercy inter- 
poſed between them and the fatal Stroke, 
that afterwards fell upon them. 

2. The Lord will leave them without 
Excuſe, by giving them time to repent and 
reform in. He gives Warning, Means and J + 
Time to Sinners for this end. The Apo- | 
Ale ſhews theAbuſers of God's Forbearance 
and Long-fuftering, wherefore it is Gol 
c 0 
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God doth ſo forbear them, and that is 
for this, v:z. That it may lead them to Re- 
pentance, Rom. 2.4. 90 2 Pet. 3. 9. The 
Apoſtle tells thoſe Scofters, who hardened 
themſelves in their Sin, Becauſe the Lord 
delayed bis coming — That bzs Delaying was 
not Slackneſs, but Long-ſuffering. He 
ſtayed, thar they (and ſuch as they) might 
repent, and not be taken in their Sins. So 
Fer. 8. 4, 5. we have the Sin and Impeni- 
tency of the People declared, vis. That 
they had /lidden back, by a perpetual Back- 
ſliding; they bell faſt Decert, they refu- 


ſed to return. And what followed 2 Why, 


V. 6. I hearkened and heard, but they ſpake 
not aright; no Man repented him of his 


Wickedneſs, ſaying, Whet have I done 2 
They were become exceeding corrupt, yet 
the Lord had a time of hearkening and 
waiting, e're he would deſtroy them. 
Thus the Lord forbears, to ſee, as it were, 
whether Sinners will bethink themſelves, 
and amend ; even as a Father forbears his 
Child with much Patience before he turn 
him oft. 

4. Becauſe their Sin is not full, nor 
their time come. Impenitent Sinners have 
a Meaſure ro fill up. The Sin of the 
Fews, in rejecting and crucitying the Lord 
of Glory, were ripening Sins, filling Sins, 
Sins that ripened them apace tor rheir 
DOWN.CUTTING, yet they were not 
tully ripe, and theretore were not inſtantly 
R 4. Cut 


"The Farren Fig-Iree. 
Cut down, One thing was yet behind 
that muſt fill up their Epha, v:z. Their 
utmoſt Endeavours to obſtruct the Goſpel, 
and particularly tro hinder the Apoſtles 
from preaching to the Gert/es, and the 
Gentiles from receiving the Goſpel, 
1 The/. 2. 16. Forbidding ws to ſpeak 
zo the Gentiles, that they might be 
ſaved, to fill up their Sins alway; for the 
IWrath 7s come upon them to the uttermoſl, 
As tho' he had ſaid, this will ll all up. 
Thus Sinners have a Mcalure ; and as 
they have a Meaſure, ſo they havea Time, 
a Day. Impenitents have Two Days; 


1. A Day of finning. 2. A Day of tal- 


ling. God will let rhem have their firſt 
Pay, but then their ſecond will come on 
them ; they have, I ſay, their Day. 

Saul had a Day, 1 Sam. 26. 10. Babylon 
had a Day, Fer.50. 27. Jeruſalem had a 
Day, Luke 19. 43. This is another ; 
Sinners may be ſpared for a time, becauſe 
their Sin 1s not full, their Day of finning 
is not paſt. Burt when once their Sin is 
full, and their Day of finning over, then 
they go down, how long and oft ſoever 
they have eſcaped. 

5. Becauſe he reſerves and keeps them 
for greater Evils. Sometimes they eſcape 
preſent Judgment, becauſe they are reſerved 
for future. Theramines, One of the Thir- 
ty Tyrants at Azhens, who alone eſcaped 
out of the Houſe, that falling flew the 
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reſt of his Companions, when his Flatter- 
ers told him - of his great Happineſs, in 
eſcaping that ſudden Deftruttion ; He, 
as convinced that he was not preſerved, 
but reſerved tor {ome worſer thing, cried 
out, O fortuna cur me occaſtont ſervars. 
So, I fay, when ill Men eſcape, and come 
thro' ſome Ills, that their Companions, 
and others like them fall in, they may 
reckon and make 2ccount of ſome worler 
thing that is to come upon themſelves. 

6. Becauſe ( as here the Vine-dreſſers 
interpole and interceed tor them. 


U/c 1. Then let not thoſe that have 
eſcaped, when they have been near to 
DOWN-CUTTING, think that there- 
tore they ſhuil ever eſcape, if they conti- 
nue in their Sins. No, no, their preſent 
Impunity is no ttgn of future Immunity, 
but rather an Arzumenr of greater Seve- 
rity. Iſhewed you why it is that Sinners 
ſometime eſcape pretent Judgments; there- 
fore be not ſecure. nor flatter your ſelves 
when you have elcaped. 

2. How juſtly they periſh, who go 
down after that the Ax has been lifted 
up over them again and again. 

It's not tor the arſt Fault; it's not the 
firſt time that thzy have been in Danger 
of DOWN-CUTTING. 


Our 
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Our Age is a barren Age; which way 


can we turn our Eyes, but we may ſee this; 


1. If we look into the Nation, what 
almoſt can we ſee, but may make us 
think our Condition is like that of E- 
phraim ? Our Root is dried up, we ſhall 
bear no Fruit, Hoſea 9. 16. 

2. If we look into Congregations, is 
their not a general Complaint of Unpro- 
fitablenefs ? And is there not caule enough 
for it2 We may ſay of many Congreeari- 
ons, as Hoſea 10. 1. Irael zs an empty Vine, 
he bringeth forth Fruit unto himſelf, q.d. 
He hath no Fruir in him for me, he is 
empty of what I thould have—He bring- 
eth forth Fruit unto himſelt; 7z. e. ſuch as 
pleaſe himſelt, ſuch as ſuite with his own 

efires, his Luſt, Gain, Pleaſure. So, 

3. It we look into our own Families, 
that ſhould be as little Churches of Chriſt, 
How empty 2 How few Branches that have 
any Blofloms of Goodneſs > Alas, in this 
torlorn Age, Parents that have any Good- 
neſs, have much ado to keep their Chil- 
dren in any tolerable Compals; and thoſe 
that are under a Necetlity of keeping Ser- 
vants, find it extream ditficult to light on 
iuch as are bur reſtrained from open De- 
bauchery. 

4. If we go further, and look into our 
own Hearts and Lives, what are many of 
them, bur like Winter Trees, that have 
neither Fruit, nor Leaves, but ſtand naked? 
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The Barren Fig-Tree. 

The Trees of Wickedneſs are become 
like Nebauchadne23ar's Tree, Dan, 4. 10, 
11. the height of it was great, reaching 
to Heaven; the Boughs and Branches of 
it reached over the Earth. But as to ©- 
thers, haw naked are they, and how lit- 
te Fruit is found on them ? 


6:hly, Obſerve, That the Caſe and Con- 
dition of a Pecple 7s very fad, when Mi- 
niſters give them up, and leave them into 
the Hands of God. CTThen after that thou 
ſhalt cut 1t aown," As tho' he {hould 
have ſaid, Let it bur ſtand this Year only, 
ind if Matters be not mended, then, (1.) 
[ will interpoſe no more for it, (2.) [ 
will open my Mouth no more to fue for 
another Year's Standing,or a Day'sForbear- 
ance towards it. (2.) I will give itquite 
up, and leave it. I ſay, when 1t comes to 
this it is fad ; when Miniſters give a Peo- 
 gole up into the Hands of God, then there 
Is nothing to ſtay the Stroke. For lays the 


the Hands of ihe [roving God, but moſt fear- -23 


ful to fall thus i ato the Hands of God, out 
of the Hand of the Vine-dreflers, that have 
begged this Year for them, that havedig- 
red abour them, and dunged them with 
Hopes and Exp=Ctation of Fruitfulneſs. 


7thly, Obſerve, That when the Lord 1s 
«1 eatning a Prople with D OW N-CU T- 
TING, 


” apoſtle, 1: 7s a fearful thing to fall into Heb. ro, 
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TING, that have flood long barren and 
unfruitful in the Vineyard, and under the 
Labours of bis Vine-dreſſers, there is 1 
way to prevent that DOW N-CUT: 
TING, but by becoming Fruitf ul. 

1. See what way we muſt now, take, if 
we would eſcape this OFF-CUTTING, 
and keep God with us, His Goſpel, His Cr- 
dinances, and His Meſſengers among us. 

We have now gone over the Parable, 
and ſeen how ſad and dreadful it is to be 
a barren Tree in God's Vineyard, aiter all 
his Patience, Lone-ſuitering and Forbear- 
ance. I ſhall now cloſe up all with this 
Obſervation from the whole. 


1{t, Obſerve, That it is the great Duty 
and Concernment of Perſons, who are pla: 
ced and planted in the Lord's Vineyard, to 
bring forth becoming Fruit.. Or tit is the 

zoſt and greateſt Concernment 10 be as « 
truuful Fig-tree in the Lord's Vineyard. 

In this only theſe Three Things are to 
be inquired of. 

1. How, or wherein we muſt be l:ke 
to, and reſemble a good Fig-tree. 

Now we ſhould be like it in theſe Ten 
Reſpects. The Fig-tree, 1. Bears good, 
uſeful, and profitable Fruir, Fruit thar is 
very 1erviceable. 

Hence it i5 that the Lord mentions this 
as one of the Priviledges or Commodities 


of Canaan. The good Land that he promi- 


d, 
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ſed, Deut. 8. 7, 8. A Land of Brooks of 
Water, of Fountains, and Depths, that 


ſpring out of Valleys and Hills, a Land 


of Wheat and Barley, and Vines, and 
tio trees, and Pomgranates., a Land of Oik 
Olroe and Honey. And its commemora- 
red as the grear Bletling of Solomon's peace- 
ful Reign, that Zudub and Iſrael dwelt 
ſately, every Man under his Vine, and un- 
der his Fig-tree, 1 Kings 4. 25. So we 
ſhould bring forth good Fruits, as Holi- 


neſs, Righteouſneſs, and every good Work, Phil. 1.11. 
Theſe are the Fruits that we ſhould yeild; col. r. 10. 


for if we have the Spirit of God dwelling 
in us, then we ſhall have its Fruits alfo, 


which are Love, Joy, Peace, Long-ſuffer- Gal. 5. 22, 
ing, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meek. 73: 


neſs and Temperance. Theſe are the Fruits 
God looks at; as the Apoſtle tells the Ph- 
lippians in his concluding Sentence, F:nal- 


ly, Brethren, whatſoever things are true, Phil, 4.8. 


what ſoever things are honeſt, whatſoever 
things are juſt, whatſoever things are pitxe, 
whatſoever things are lovely, whatſoever 
things are of good Report, if there be any 
Vertue, if there be any Praiſe, think on 
theſe things. So | ſay unto you, Think on 
theſe Things; z. e. ro embrace them, to 
follow them, to practice them, to give 
your ſelves wholly to them. This Verſe 
(as Trap) is a little Bible, comprizing that, 
I. Torum "my fm 2. 33. 
2. Bonum ; Hominis, Mic. 6. 8. 
2, Bears 


Rom.5,22. 
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2. Bears early Fruit. It's a Tree that 
comes falt forward, and quickly begins to 
bear. Irsobſerved of the Olive-tree, that 
no Man ever gathered the Fruir of that 
Tree that himſelf planted, 10 late are 
they of Growth; [P), 1.429. but theFig-J\ 
tree grows apace, and quickly begins to 
bear. So in us, early. timely Fruit, with: 
Eccl. 12.1- gut Delay, is moſt pleating unto God ; the 
Mat. 6. 33+ T,ord takes great Content in early Good: 
neſs and Fruittulnefs;- and there's no time 
for ſtanding idle or empty in the Vine: 
yard. 
2.Bears conſtant and continual Fruit ; it's 
ſcarce e'reempty.but hath Blofloms, green | 
Fruit, and ripe Frujr, {ſucceeding one ano- Jul 
ther almoſt all the Year. So, Sirs, we muſt 
not be weary in we!/-do;7g, Gal. 6. 9. Bur, 
(1.) Continue, 2 Tim. 3. 14. (2) Shew> 
Dzl;gence, Heb. 6.11. (3.) Add to our 
Faith, Verine; toVerine, Knowledge, to 
yorledoe, Temperance; to Temperance, | 
*Farience ; to Patience, Godlineſs, to | 
Godlineſs, Brotherly Kindneſs, and to Su 
2 Pet. 1: Lg, otberly Kindneſs, Charity. All theſe [© 


| 


WOE follow one after another, as the Bloſſoms, do 

green Fruit, and ripe Fruit, follow one a- - 

" "04 nother in the Fig-tree. Thus we muſt E 

I17. have reſpect unto all the Statures and J”. 

Pal. 106. Commandments of the Lord continually, ae 

3. and do Rrghteouſneſs at all times ; and by n 

| Rom. 2.7. 227rent Continuance it well doing, ſeek Fr, 


for Glory, and Honour, and Immortality. 
4. Beals 
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4. Bears much Fruit; not only a lit- 

tle, but plentifully and abundantly. P/:ay 

ranks them among Trees that carry great 

Burdens. One of them (he ſays) yeild- 

ed ordinarily 270 Modi of Figs ina Year. 

A Modirs.was a Roman Meaſure of dry 

things, ſomewhat leſs than our ha/f $r77ke. 

. | 50 as we mult not be weary, neither muſt 

he | we beflothtul, or remiſs in well doing, but 

4. | abound, as well as abide in the Work. 

We muſt be fledfaſt, unmoveable, akvays * Cor. 15. 

abounding in the Work of the Lord, and **: 

be filled with the Fruits of Righteouſneſs, 

» I Phil. 1. 11. The believing Cormthians a- 

»n | bounded in every thing, the Roman were 

jull of Goodneſs and Spiritual Knowledge, 

| (and Dorcas was fall of good Works and 2 Cr. 8. 
Alms-deeds. Why thus, Sirs, it becomes 4 

4 gas; ”* Rom. 15. 
us, 70 bear Fruit, that our Heavenly Fa- 

ther may be glorified, and that we may Ad g. 36. 

thereby manifeſt our ſclves to be bis Dif john 15.8. 

aples indeed. | 
5. Bears folid Fruit, Fruit. that hath 

Subſtance and Matter in ic. Ir's not fair 

to look upon, and hollow within, like S-- 

dom Apples, but ſolid and ſubſtantial. So 

our Fruit muſt be kindly and teal, not 

made up of Shadows, without Subſtance, , . . 

as Hypocrites, which make a fair Shew * 41 

without, bur nox in Truth, nor in Righte- er, 12, 2, 4 

ouſneſs; being near with our Mouth, and 

far off in our Hearts; like Trees, whoſe Jude 12. 

Fruit withereth, or without Fruit, twice 

dead, 
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160 The Barren Fie-Tree. 
dead, plucked up by the Roots : But (as 
Eph. 4-24. the Apoſtle exhorts) that we put on the 
new Man, which after God 75 created in 
Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs. Of this] 
ſorr we muſt be, if our Fruit be folid and 
ſubſtantial, ſuch as reſembles the Fig-rree, | 
6. Bears durable and abiding Fruit;] 
Fruit that's not ſoon rotten, and will not} * 
keep, but that which is of Continuance : 
and may be kept in Store. Hence weread, 2 
That Abigail haſted. and took Iwo Hun 1 
_ *>* dred Loaves, and Two Bottles of Wine | 
and Froe Sheep ready dreſſed, and Five | 
Meaſures of parched Corn, and an Hundrely 1 
: Cluſters of Raiſins, and Iwo Hundreth 2 
Cakes of Figs, as a Preſent to David t 

And they found an Fgypian in the Field 
per and brought him to David, and gave bin ti 
? © Bread and Water, and a piece of a Cat 
of Figs, So that you ſee Figs are a durs- 
ble andabiding Fruit, ſuch as may be kept 
in ſtore, , So muſt our Fruit be, if we will 
_ Teſemble the Fig-iree; ir muſt be abiding, 
| Its {id [ of the Fruit } of Ephraim and 
Hoſ. 6. 4.' Zudah, That thetr Goodneſs was liked 
Morning Cloud, and ay the early Dew i 
goeth away. But ours muſt not be of this 
Make, or like Forah's Gourd, that ſprung 
up in a Day, and witizered in a Night, bub 
_ laſting and remaining, Feb! 15. 16: # 
7. The latter Figs are better than "the 
hafty, and firſt Ripe, { Ply, 1. p. 475-1 
The Fip-tree bears early Figs, thar out-goftiy 
| 911- 
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. the reſt in time. And theſe Precoces are 
thel mighty graceful and welcome for the Ra- 
lin rity and Novelty ; therefore the Prophet 
his} alludes to them, 1/a. 28. 4. and Hof: 9.17. 
ind} The Glorious Beauty, which 7s on the {Head 
ree.} of the fat Valley, ſhall be 4 fading Klower, 
and as the haſty Fruit before the Summer : 
not} which when he thaſ looketh upon it, ſeetÞþ 
cel it, while it zs yet in bis Hand, be eateth 
ad} 2zt up. I found Iſrael 1:ke Grapes in 
en-| the Wilderneſs ; I ſaw your Fathers as the 
firſt ripe in the Fig-iree, at the firſt time. 
/veh But tho' theſe be very grateful and plea- 
red} fant, yer they are nor ip folid and fervice- 
rely able as the after. The latter are the bet- 
—j ter. 

/d, So Sirs, we ſhould fill bring fofth bet- 
inf ter and better Fruit, and grow in Good- 


ff neſs. De Vita ad Vitam, de Au ad Orig. pros 
ral Aum, de Bonis ad Meliora, de Utilibig 4 18. 


pf ad Utzloria, de Sanitis ad Sanitiora : From 
ly Life to Life, from Action to Action, from 
124 Good things to Better, from Profitable things 
na} to more Profitable, from Holy to mote 
2 a] Holy. 

My It was the great Commendation of the 


as Church of Thyatira, That her laſt Works Rev. 2. 194 


were more than the firſt. O! this would 
WW-be a Commendation indeed, if our latter 
© Ernir is better than ourearly Fruit, and our 
Wlaſt Works more and better than our firſt! 
8: Pray think upon it: We live in decaying 
8times, wherein many are of the Ephe/faz 
» If We _ Tem 
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The Barren Fig-Tree. 
Temper, Left their firſt Love, Apoc. 2, 
by ; The Leaf of the Fig-tree follows, 
and cometh forth after the Fruit : So 
our Profeflion ſhould follow our Fruit. 
This ſhould be as early ,and forward as 
that in us; and not firſt a great fight of 
fair Leaves afore, and without any Fruit, 
any real Goodneſs, as in many, who put 
out many Leaves, \but little Fruit. 

9. The Fig-tree hath her Fruit above 
the Leaf, other Trees under the Leaf com- 


monly. We muſt not Jo our Works to be 
ſeen of Men, but our Fruit muſt come 


forth into Sight, and be open, viſthle, and | 


manifeſt in us in our daily Converſation. 
Mat. 5. 16, ſays our Saviour, Let your 
Light ſo fhine before Men, that they may 


ſee your good Works, and glorifie your Fa- 


ther which is in Heaven. And 1o the A- 
pr, I Pet. 2.11, 12. fol ſay, Let your 
ruit be as viſible as your Leaves, and ap- 
ear on the top of your Leaves of Pro- 
ellion to the Sight, and be mani- 
feſt in our Converſation. 

10. The Fig-treecarries her Fruit, both 
at the Sides, and at the Ends of her Branch- 
es; no part is empty. P/:ny 474. 

In this again, we muſt obſerve, That 
we muſt be extenſively and univerſally 
fruitful; fruitful all over. Our Aim and 


Endeavour muſt be to be perfect and en- þ 


tire, wanting nothing; 7, e. In no Point 
| | OL 


| 
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or Duty Holineſs and Righteouſneſs; as 


[ the Apoſtle ſays to the Cor:nthians, when 2 Cor. 87 


he was prelling them to Charity—As ye 
abound in-every thing, in Faith and Ut- 
terance, and Knowledge, and in all Dilt- 
gence, and in your Love 10 ws, ſee that ye 
abound in this Grace alſo, 7. e. ſee thatye 
be wanting in nothing. So Sirs, welhould 
fill all up, that nothing be aiiis, no pare 
be wanting. Many pray much,- and hear 
much, and know much, but yet are want- 
ing in ſomething: there 1s ſomething, 
whereof we may ſay, they do not abound 
in this alſo. They abound in good Expreſ- 
tions, and Profeſlion, bur they do not a- 

bound in Gracious Actions and Practices : 

They abound in Prayers and Performances, 

but they do not abound allo in Mercy, 

Humility, Holineſs, Righteouſneſs, and 

al Godly Sincerity. But, O Chriſtian! 

labour to abound in this alſo; that is, in 

whatſoever you are wanting. Be fruitful 

univerſally, abound in every good Word 

and Work. 

Be fruitful in your, 


1. Hearts. In the Livelinefs and Exer- 


tleneſs, Goodneſs, Farth, Meekneſs, and 
Temperance. O let your Hearts be as a 
2rden, where theſe precious Fruits grow 
ad flow. 


KL 9 2, Minds 


cſe of Grace. The Fruits of the Spirit ts Gal.s. 22; 
Love, Foy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gen- %+ 
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| 2. Minds and Underſtandin$%. Not 
2Tim. 3.7- like to thoſe that are ever /earning, and 

never able to come to the Knowledge of 
the Iruth But as the Romans, of 
whom the Apoſtle was perſ{waded, that 
Rom. 15. they were full of Goodneſs, and filled 
14+ withjall Knowledge. O, let your Minds be 
thus filled with Knowledge, and with a 
warm, working, transforming Knowledee, 
Such a Knowledge, as the Apoſtle begged 
for the Philippians, That their Love might S 
Phil. 1. 9; abound yer more and more 1n Knowledge, 
10. and in. all Judgement, that they might ap- c 
prove things that are excellent, that they | 
might be ſincere, and without Offence, h. 
I fay, ftudy to be fruirful in this Know: C 
ledge, that leads to approve Things that , 
are excellent. \ To walk worthy of thit| « 
high Calling twvhereunto ye are called 
and to be fruitful in every good Word or 
Work. 
4. Memories. The Memory is the Tres 
ſurer that lays up, and the Treaſury that 
| keeps what is laid up. Now to be fruit {2 
ful in the Memory, by rreaſuring upl 
Truths, Promiſes, Experiences in them, if 
- acceptable unto God, and profitable to our 5 
Luk. 2.5t ſelves, It's faid of Mary, That ſhe kejl 
all theſe Sayings in her Heart. So la 
theſe things ro Heart, and treaſure then ;.. 
up in your Memories. Hereby you maj 2 
come, as theSpouſe, to have 4/1! mannef 


| 
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wf pleaſant Fruits, new and old, lard up for Cant.7.13. 7 


nur Beloved. Let not theſe be empty. 

F 4. Aﬀetions, The Aﬀections are (as 
$he obſerves) both the Hands and Handles 
of the Heart. The Hands that take hold 
for the Heart, the Handles that the Heart 
is taken by. Your Hearts can receive no- 
thing that is good, unleſs the AtteCtions 
firſt rake hold thereof: And nothing can 
take hold of your Hearts, but by your At- 
feQion. Theſe are the Chariot of the 
*>ogl, and they carry all with them ; en- 
eake the Tongue, and Hands, and Feet, 
and Thoughts, and all to go the lame way 
that they go. Oh labour therefore to 


'} have them fſ=t on Good, full for God, 


Chriſt, Grace, Holineſs and Heaven, and 
then they will carry allMind and Thoughts, 
Tongue and Heart, Hands and Feet that 
way, namely, to God, and Chriſt, and 
Heaven. O! were our AiteCtions, as full 
for God and Heaven, as for worldly Bu- 
fineſs, we ſhould not, as now we do, have 
our Hearts ſet ſo much upen, and our 


your Mouth be as a Well of Life, and your p,,, ... 
Tongue as a Tree of Lite. Let no corrupt 1, and 
. Cammunication proceed out of yourMouth, 15. 4 


ſelves be ſo much for the World. 
5. Communications and Converſes. Let 


but that which is good to the uſe of edi- 


ying: Q learn thus to uſe your Tongue, 


'F for Edification, to the Glory of God, - and Eph. 4-29. 
| to the Good of others! This is the wiſe | 


Þ Man's 


Plal. 119. 
105, 
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Man's Remark, that the Tongue of the 
wile uſeth Knowledge aright, Prov. 15.2, 
6. Converſations and Ations, In your 
Humble, Holy, Blameleſs and Winning 
Carriage towards all. The Apoftletells us 
of a Winning Converſation—1 Pet. 3. 1. If 
Hsbands obey not the Word, they alſo may 
without the Word be won by the Conver- 
ſation of theWrves. Certainly this ſhould 
be every Body's Converſation: Now that 
IS a winning Converſation, when our 
Hearts, Words and Works agree, and an-' 
{wer one another. When we make the 
Word of God, A Lamp unto our Feet, and 
a Light unto our Paths, Walking and 
Pratticing according to it. Learn this to or- 
der your Converſation in all the Parts of 
it, according to this Rule, Learn to talk 
and att by this Rule, eat and drink by 
this Rule, buy and ſell by this Rule, do 
all by this Rule; fo ſhall you not be bar- 
ren nor unfruitful in your Converſation. 

- 7. Callings, Trades and Negotiations, 
of what kind ſoever. Be fruirful, Sirs, 
in theſe, by bringing forth Fruits of Truth, 
Equity, Honeſty, and Mercy in all your 
Dealings. O ſeego this ! If you have not 
this Fruit, all your Religion is in vain. 
Nay, alas! if this Fruit be away, and 
weempty of it, and Frauds, Falthood and 


———. 


Injuftice ſhould fill the Room, that Truth, 
Equity, Integrity and Mercy thould have 


you ſhame Chrift and Religion. And in- 
deed 


ſters and Servants. 


Ws 


deed this Fruit, 


honeſtly, ſquarely, uprightly, and merci- 
fully; a Man that may be taken at his 
Word, and truſted, is Rara avis; there- 
fore we may pray with the Pſalmiſt— 


Help,Lord, for the godly Man ceaſeth ; the Pal. 12.1. 
faithful fail from among the Children of 


Men. 

8. Relations, As you are Hwsbands 
and IWrves, Parents and Children, Ma- 
It is the Character 
of the godly Man, That he ſball be like a 
Tree planted by the Rivers of Water, 
that bringeth forth bis Eruit in bis Sea- 
on. 
/ [His Fruit in his Seaſon. 1. e. That 
Fruit that is proper and ſuitable for him 
in the Station and Relation rhat he 1s ſer 
in. As it one bea, | 

1. Husband, Love is a Fruit ſuitable to 
that Relation. | 

2. Wife, Obedience, Submiſſion and 
Modeſty, are Fruits ſuitable thereunto. 

2. Parenr, Counſel, CorreC&tion and In- 
ſtruction, are ſuitable Fruits tor that Rela- 
tion, 

4. Child, Reverence, Dutifulneſs, is ſut- 
table Fruits for ſuch to bring forth, 


L 4 5. Ma- 


>, 54 7o- ree,. © \ i ths* | 


Fruit proper to our Cal- 
lings, is very rare, like the firſt ripe Figs 
in theſe Days. Moſt Men will proclaim Prov. 20.6. | 
every one his own Goodneſs; but a oz | 
ful Man who can find? Among theſe Boaſt- 
ers a faithful Man, a Man that will deal 


Pſal. I. 3. 
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&, Maſters, Meekneſs is a ſuitable Fruit. 

6. Servants, Obedience and Faithfulneſs 
are ſuitable Fruirs for that Relation. O 
Sirs! {hew forth theſe and other ſuitable 
Fruits in your Relation: Elſe whatever 
your Profeſſion may be, you are not 
fruitful, 

Truly, Sirs, a, 

(1.) Good Man, but a churliſh and croſs 
Husband. (2.) A good Woman, but a 
froward and diſobedient Wife. (3.) A 
good Chriſtian, but a bad Parent; that 
neither inftructs nor corrects. (4.) A 
good Child, but ſtubborn and undutiful, 
(5-) A godly Man, but a hard Maſter. 
(6.) A good Servant, but a naughty 
Tongue, or an unfaithful Hand. ( 7. ) 
A good Perſon, but an ill Neighbour, are 
things that ſound very harſh, and are 
mighty incongruous, and ſuch Contradi- 
&tions, as I will leave others to reconcile, 
for I know not how to make them agree. 

I might add more Particulars of this 
kind, but theſe Seven are ſufficient, to 
ſhew how extenfive and univerſal our 
Fruitfulneſs ought to be. 

Now we have explain'd the firſt thing 
propoſed, and may from theſe Ten Parti- 
culars ſee how, and wherein we ſhould 
be as a good Fig-tree in the Lord's Vine- 
yard; V2. (1.) In bearing good, uſeful, 
and profitable Fruit. (2.) In bearing ear- 
ly Fruit. (3.) In bearing conſtant and wa 

tinua 
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tinual Fruit. (4.) In bearing much Fruit, 
(5.) In bearing ſolid Fruit. (6.) In hbear- 
ing durable and abiding Fruit. (7.) That 
ble } our latter Fruit be b:tter than our former. 
er | (8.) That our Profetiion ſhould follow 
ot | our Fruit, as the Leaves of the Fig-tree 
follow and come torth after the. Fruit. 
(9.) Thar our Fruit come forth into fight, 
os | and be viſible and manifeſt in our daily 
a | Converſation, like the Fig-tree, whoſe 
A] Fruit is above the Leaves. (10.) That 
at } we muſt be extenſively and univerſally 
A] fruitful, as the Fig-tree carries her Fruit, 
1. | both at the ſides, and at the ends of her 
r. | Branches. This, I ſay, isto be like fruit- 
ty | ful Fig-trees in the Lord's Vineyard. 


7e 2dly, Some Inducements that may per- 
e | ſwade and preſs us unto this; v22. to be 
- | fruitful. Now of many that might be 
> | made uſe of in this neceſſary Aﬀair, I 
ſhall only mention theſe Nine or Ten, 
s | that you may think on this, and ſet abour 
5 | it. I may tell you, thar, 

r I. That it is a Matter that does nearly 
concern every one of us. We, you, and 
7 | 1, are concern'd to mind it as guilty, and 
deeply guilty of Untruitfulneſs. What 
| | think you, are we not? Can any one of 
us look back, and go over the Ten fore- 
mention'd Particulars, and when we have 
done, ſay, that we have not been wanting, 
fadly wanting in Fruit? I confeſs I can- 
not, 


Pfal. 91. 7. 


** not, andI cannot believe that any of you 
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can. Alas! -have we not empty Hearts, 
empty Minds, empty Deſires, and empty i 
Profeſſions? Is not all the Fruit that is to 
be found with vs like the gleaning Grapes, 
when the Vintage is over 2 Rather than 
like the Tree that is waiting for the Vin- 
rage, to unlade its heavy Cluſters, and 
eale its burden'd Branches ? 

2. That the Lord has had long Patience 
towards us; and we have ſtood in 
the Vineyard many Years, many Years 
after, we have icen many going down. 
This may be another. One has gone down 
in one corner, another in another corner, 
Nay, as the Pialmiſt ſays of the Godly, 
whoſe Confidence is in the EVERLAST- 
ING STRENGTH—4 Thouſand ſhall fall 
at tby Stde, and Ten Thouſand at thy Right 
Hand, but it ſhall not come nigh thee. 
So I may ſay, a Thouſand have fallen at 
our {1de, and yet it [the Ax} has notcome 
nigh us. O ſparing Mercy! But how 
long, how long? Can we think that to 
morrow will be as this Day, and the next 
Year, as this Year. Nay, the longer we 
are ſpared, the nearer we may fear 
our time Is. 

3. That the Lord is ſtill coming to ſeek 
for Fruit on us from time to time. And 
for becoming Fruit, ſuitable Fruit, Fruit 
anſwerable to our Profeſitons, that we have 
put on, to our Time, Means, and Helps 
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that we have had; vzz. 
This God looks for of us: Not here and 
there a poor dry Fig, but Branches full at 
Sides and Ends; and therefore this may be 
another Motive to induce us to Diligence 
in this great and momentous Butineſs. 
Have we not need to beſtir our ſelves, ſee- 
ing the Lord is coming to ſeek Fruit on 
us. 

4. The Lord had rather ſee Fruit, than 
ſend Fire upon thee. Sirs, if we have a 
Tree in our Garden, that we have planted 
for Fruit, and beſtowed Coſt on, would 
we not rather find Fruit than not2 Why 
{o, Sirs ? The Lord he comes ſeeking Fruit, 
that is his Deſire; this he'd find, and He 


has no Pleaſure in the Death of him that Ezek. 18. 
It's not the barren, bur the fruit- 31, 32+ 


dieth 
ful Tree that we take Pleaſure 1n. 

5, That however the Lord had rather 
find us fruitful, vet if we be not fruitful, 
we ſhall not elcape Down-cutting. He 
would have Fruit; but if this will not be, 
he'll have us to the Fire. Let's not de- 
ceive our ſelves with vain Words, it will 
come to this. For, 


1. The Ax 7s laid to the Root of the wank. 3. 


Trees, therefore every Tree which bring- 10. 
eth not forth gocd Fruit, us hewn down, 
and caſt into the Fire, without any Diftin- 
Ction or Exception. 


2, Thou 


much Fruit, © 
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2: Thou nor Þ cannot reſiſt the Stroke 
when 'the Ax comes upon us. We. ſee 
that the ſtrongeſt and touteſt ONES, that 
have ftood and kepr up their Heads againſt  y 
all Winds and' Weathers, yer bow and | ( 
I 
2 
7 
7 


fall before the Ax, when the laſt and fatal 
Stroke comes. On like manner, Ecc/. 8. 
8. There #s no Man that hath Power over 
the Spirit, to retain the Spirit, neither 
hath he Power tn the Day of Death , and 
there is no Diſcharge im this War. 
3. Thou can'i{t not outrun the Stroke. | 
is As there's no reſiſting, ſo there is no run- 
> 2 Sam. 2. ning when it comes. Many, as A/abel, 
18. have run faſt to overtake Death, but none, 
tho? as light of Foot as a wild Roe could 
ever outrun Death. When the Feller is 
coming with the Ax on his Shoulder, the 
Tree cannot ftir, or ſhift one Foot oft from 
its place. | 
4+ A little Blo-v will be enough to bring 
' thee down. A ſturdy Oak that has ſtood 
many a Year, goes down in a little time, 
and with a few Blows of the Ax. There 
| will need no long time, or great Pains to 
Pſal. go. bring any of us down. Thou carrie 
{556 '* rhem away as with a Flood ( ſays the Pſal- 
miſt ) 7hey are as a Sheep—They are like 
Graſs, in the Morning zt flouriſhes, in 
L . the Evening tt is cut down, and wither- 
> Plal. 90.3. 2h. A Word is enough — Thou turncſ} 
. Man. to Deſiruttion. Nay, a Look from 
Omnipotence will ſend us out of the Vine- ? 
yard, 
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yard. —Thine Eyes are upon me, (lays Fob) 
and I am not. 

6thly, That this Year may be our laft 
Year, The Ultimus Divine, Patientie. 
1 O! who can tell how near him the FEL- 
LING FATAL AX may be ? It was So/o- J 
mon's Admonition—Boaſt not thy ſelf of to Prov.27.1. © 
morrow, for thou knoweſt not what a Day 
4 | 72ay bring forth. And ſays the Apoſtle, 
Te know not what ſhall be on the morrow. jm, 14, 
O think at this roo! Thou knoweſt not 
but that Matters are this very Day come 
to this with thee; v:s. That it muſt be 
now or never ; therefore there's no time 
for trifling. 
7. Thatrhe DOWNCUTTING 
| SIROKE will he a fad Stroke to all 
barren and empty Trees; it will be tre- 
mendous : For, (1.)It will light onthe Soul, 
the precious Soul. (2.) It will cut off this 
Soul from God and Chrift. (3.) It will cut 
oft all Hopes from this Soul ot ever ſeeing 
any Good for ever. (4.)It will ſet it on tum- 
bling down into an everlaſting Fire. O 
it cannot be exprefled how ſad and dread- 
ful it will be! It's a Stroke that will make 
our Condition hopeleſs, helpleſs, and ir- 
recoverable. 7ob 14. 7, 8, 9, IO. There 
#s hope of a Tree, if it be cut down, that 
it will ſprout again, and that the tender 
Branches thereof will not ceaſe, KC. 
But Man dieth—and where zs be © 


8, Fruit- 


l ; > . by ? bs 7 
a oh os 4 $ 


The Barren Fig-Tree. 
8. Fruitfulneſs will prevent this fatal 
Blow. If you bear Fruit, you ſhall not be 
cut down, ( Romane Leges penam preg- 
nante deferunt, ) but be ſipard for the 
Fruit's fake. Yea, it was the Lord's own 
Law, that ſuch Trees as brought uſeful 
Fruit, ſhould not be deſtroy'd when they 
came into an Enemies Country, Dezt. 20. 
I9, 20. Would he have the Fruit-bearing 
Trees ſpared, and will he not ſpare the 
fruitful Soul 2. Yea, if there be Fruit, if 
but a Bleffing in the Seed or Cluſter, he 
will ſay, as I/a. 65. 8. My Thoughts are 
not your Thoughts, neither are your Ways 
my Ways, ſaith the Lord. And Fob 15. 2. 
folry Branch that beareth Ernit, he purg- 
eth it, that it may bring forth more Fruit, 
This is another, it will keep DOWN- 
CUTTING off from you; yea, and help 
to keep it off from the Church and Nation 
that is fruitful. 

9. Fruitfulneſs will bea great Ornament 
to your ſelves: We know that it's Fruit 
that adorns a Tree; and the more it bears 
on its Branches, the more fair it is to look 
upon. On like manner, it is Fruit that 
adorns a Perſon, and makes him an Orna- 
ment to Religion. O be ſuch a one in thy 
Generation, as that the Lord may call thy 
Name, A green Olve-tree, fair, and of 
goodly Fruit ! Jer. 11, 16. 


10. Fruit- 
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10, Fruitfulneſs will bring Honour to 
, © God, and a Crown in the end to thy ſelf. 
In thy Fruitfulneſs God will be honoured, 
and you will be ſaved. (1.) God will be 
honoured, and your ſelves filled with the 
Fruits of Righteouſneſs, Phz/. 1. 11. 
(2.) Your own Souls will have Glory, Ho- 
nour, -and Immortality, Rom. 2. 7. 


Thirdly, Directions for our Help in this 
great Duty. Would you be like to, and 
reſemble a good Fig-tree, then take this 
Word of Direction with you. 

1. See thar you be really ingrafted into 
Chriſt. The Branch cannot bear Fruit of 
it ſelf, except it abide in the Vine; no 
more can ye, except ye abide in me, 1ays 
Chriſt, 7Fohn 15. 4. And v. 5. Without 
me ye can do nothing, 1. e. ſevered and ſe- 
parated from ye can do nothing. Chriſt 
15 reſembled to a ROOT, (Apoe. 22. 16.) 
And thoſe t 3r would bear Fruit, muſt be 


tue, Juice and Sap comes from the Root 
that nouriſhes the Fruit on the Branches ; 
ſo all Grace and Spiritual Nouriſhment 
comes from Chriſt the ROOT, that makes 
us fruitful; and as the Branch depends on 
the Root, ſo do we on him. 

2. Labour to get the Impediments of 
Fruit removed. Trees have ſeveral Dil- 
eaſes, and divers ill Accidents, thatdo much 


1 hurt, and hinder them in bearing of Fruit. 
6 And 


rooted and b...it up in him. All the Ver- Col. 2. 7. 
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Andthelikeare incident to Spiritual Trees, 


I only mention One or Two. 'Trees nevetl 
do well when they are, 1. Hide-bound.} * 
This hinders the Sap from aicending up ” 


from the Root, to nouriſh the Fruit ; and 
Trees that labour under this Diſeaſe, yeild 
but little and poor Fruit. The Remedy 
is, loofing the Earth about the Root, and 
hacking the Bark ; 1ſo Chriſtians are ſub- 
ject to ſuch a Fruit-hindering Diſeaſe as 


this, by ſuffering the World to clog about Þ 


their Hearts, thar ſtop the Paſſages, dry 
up their Spirirual Sap towards the things 
of Heaven, and make them as Hide-bound, 
dry and fapleſs Trees. O look to this! 


It's a common Diſeaſe, and makes many 
a poor Chriſtian rhart labours under it yeild 
but little and poor Fruit: And therefore, 
Sirs, if ever. you would _be fruitful, ger: 
the Earth looſed from about your Hearts. 
This marrs all. . oy 201»; 

2. The Sap. iſſues, intox And-1s ſpent in 
nouriſhing of Leaves y and ſuperfluous; 
Branches. The Remedy is pruning and 
cutting off theſe Suckers from them; 1o! 
here, Sirs, when Perſons begin ro pur forth, 
and make a Shew of Religion, and then, 


turn unto, and-reft in ſome External Exer-:# 


I 
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ciſes; as Praying, and Hearing, and Read-; 
ing ; ſpending all that-they lay out in Re- | 
ligion, in theſe only; why, this makes' 
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them barren in great Fruits of Godlineſs.. 


O beware of this, of reſting in fome out 
wal 
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"SOFA J 
ward ' Performances, and thinking that 
-e& theſe will ſerve, without thaſe real and 

ſolid Frnits beforementioned. 

up” 3- Wildred with Briars, Brambles and 

1d] Thorns; for theſe ſtrongly draw the Juice 

14] and Fatneſs of the Earth to them, and fo 

1y | deccive the better Plants of their Nouriſh- 

144 ment. Why, on the like manner. Cor- 

». | guptions indulged in the Hearts of Per- 

fons, do much marr them for bearing 
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s | Fruir, . The Fruits of the Spirit, and the 
ry Fruits of the Fleſh, do never proſper to- 
5s gether, It thou wouldeſt be fruitfu}, then 


7 | down with Thorns and Briars ; mort? fie 
14 all Eilthineſs, and ſuperfluity of Naughti- 
y neſs, together with all Malice, and all 
q | Owile, and Hypocriſies, and Envying, and 


> |, evil — , and a4 new-born Babes, de- 
. : fire the ſincere Milk of the Word, that ye 
S. may grow thereby, James I,'2T.. 1-£et, 2: 


J, 2." 


3 3dly, Keep. under the Ordinances of 
Chriſt , near -uoto the Waters of the 
*$anQtuary. Trees flouriſh moſt that are ' 
planted by Rivers. EgzR.-31. 2, to 6, 
"$be Aſſyrian was a Cedar in Lebanon 
#?th fair Branches, and with a ſhadowing 
 $IÞhroud, and of an high. Stature. —The 

' Waters made him great, the;Deep ſet bim <: 
$*p 02 bigh, with ber Rivers, ranning round - 
ewout bx Plants, and ſent out ber little 
mevers unto all the Trees of the Field. 
WT. M "There- 
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Therefore bzs height was exalted above ail 
the Trees of the Field, and his Boughs were | 
multiplied, and his Branches became long. 
becauſe of the multitude of Waters=--= $9 
Perſons are moſt fruitt..1, that are moſt 
careful to keep to, and improve Ordi- 
nances. The Righteows ſhall flouriſh like 
the Palm-tree , he ſhall grow lthe a Ce- 
dar in Lebanon, P/al. 92. 12, 13. Hence 
the Godly Man is reſembled — To a 
Tree planted by the River of Water , 
that bringeth forth his Fruit in his 
ſeaſon, whoſe Leaf ſhall not wither , 
Plal. 1. 3. EZek. 47. 12. - Ordinances 
are as a River, in them the Spirit 
conveys Living Waters ; the Juice and 
Fatneſs of Heaven to them that are planted 
by 'em. 


| 


»” 


athly, Keep Humble, This 1s another 
Particular. High Mountains are barren, 
Valleys and lower Grounds are for fruit- 
fulneſs. Says Chriſt, Iwent down into the 
Garden of Nuts, to ſee the Fruits of the 
Valley. And he is the Roſe of Sharon, 
and the Lilly of the Valleys. 

The Lord Virulam obſerves, That in 
France, the Grapes that make the Wine, 
grow upon the low Vines, bound to {mall 
Stakes ; and the raiſed Vines make but 
Verjuice. And he obſerves of the Fig- 
tree, that when it beginneth to put forth 


Leaves, if its top be cut oft it maketh the 
Fig, 
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The Barren Fig-Tree. | 
Figs much better. Certainly, Sirs, the 
humbleſt Perſons are the moſt fruitful 
Perſons. Pride ſpoils many a Profeſſor ; 
and as a Caterpillar, eats up his Fruit 
while it's but in the Blofſom, before it 
comes to Maturity, 

5thly, Keep your ſelves in the Company 
of Lively and Eruitful Perſons; this will 
be a great help unto Fruittolnels. Some 
obſerve a Sympathy of Plants, v:z. That 
ſome Trees will bear better, when others 
are near them, than when they grow a» 
lone; as the Myrtle and Olive, This 1s 
{ure, (as one obſerves) the Trees of 
Righteouſneſs, when they aſlociate, and 
grow near together, thrive beſt in Godli- 
neſs, Thus Chriſt ſpeaks of the Church, 
— Thy Teeth are /ike a Flock of Sheep that 
are even ſhorn, which come up from the 
waſhing, whereof every one bare Twins, 
and none is barren among them. O! 
where Profeſlors are, and go together in 
Flocks and Companies, there is Fruitful- 
neſs, and cvery one bears Twins; one 
zvarms, ard waters, and helps another : 
Therefore have a Care how and with 
whom thou allociates thy ſelf in Company 
and Friendſhip. | 


Cant, 4. 25 


6thly, Pray that thou may'ſt be made & 

fruitful; beg it. The Apoſtle tells us, 
1 Cor. 3.6. I have planted, Apollo water- 
ed, but God gave the increaſe. This is 
2 his 


FP his Work;to give the increaſe : And there- 
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fore when he would have the Phi/zpprans 
fruitful, he goes to God for them, Chap. 
1. 9, 10. And fo for the Colofhans, Chap. 
I. 9, 10, —We do not ceaſe to pray for you, 
and to deſire that ye might be filled with 
the knowledge of his Will in all Wiſdom 
and Spiritual Underſtanding ; that ye 
might walk worthy of the Lord unto all 
pleaſing, being frunful in every good 
Work. And thus it thou would'it be 
made fruitful, thon muſt go to him for 
thy ſelf , and wait for help. O Pray, 
Pray, that he would cauſe the Dew to 
fall upon you, and make you like the 
Tree bearing Twelve manner of Fruits, 
and yieldingher Fruit every Month; that 
you may be fruitful in your Minds, Me- 
mories, Aﬀections; Communications , 
Converſations, Callings, and Relations ; 
that you may be Inriched with all ſorts 
of Spiritual Fruits, and that at all times. 
We have now done with this Parable, 
and {hall leave what has been laid before 
you with theſe Two Words only. 


I. To them that ſhall continue barren. 
Sirs, if any of you, after all this, ſhall 
continue barren, let me te]l you once a- 
gain, and leave it with you, that this 
Fatal DOWN-CUTTING will come 
upon you, You do but hear of it now, 
you 
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The Barren Fig-Iree. 
you ſhall moſt certainly ſee it, and feel t, 
not many Days hence. | 


2. To them that are bearing precious 
Fruit : Do you abide and abound more 
and more in the Fruit of your Righteouſ- 
neſs ; your Labour ſhall not be in vain; 
your Work ſhall be recompenced, and a 
tull Reward ſhall be given you of the 
Lord, who made Heaven and Earth. 


In the Parable of the S>wer, Mar. 13. 
our Saviour makes this the Cauſe of the 
unfruitfulneſs of the Seed ſown in the 
Thorny Ground, v. 7. What T horny 
Ground 2 Why, (v. 22.) He that re- 
cerved Seed among the Thorns, is he that 
heareth the Word, and the Care of this 
World, and the Deceitfulneſs of Riches 
choak the Word, and be becometh un- 
fruitful: Theſe are the Thorns that 
choak the Word, and make it untruitful. 


It is Recorded by Mark, —The Cares of Mar. 4. 19. 


this World, the Decertſulneſs of Riches, 
and the Luſts of cther things entering in, 
choak the Word, and it becometh unfrut- 


ful. And Luke teiis us, that 7he Seed Luke 8:14. 


which fell among Thorns, are they, which 
when they have beard, go forth, and are 
choaked with Cares, and Riches, and Plea- 
ſures of this Life, and bring no Fruit to 
perfeftion. As Thorns choak the Seed, 
(1.) By leaving no room for It to grow, 

3 thrive, 
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" thrive, and ripen in, and by their with- 
* drawing, due Nouriſhment from it; even 
ſo here the Cares of this Lite, the Deceit- 
fulneſs of Riches, and other Lufts and 
Pleaſures, 'choak the preciovs Seed of the 
Word of | ife. (1.) By taking up the 
room it ſhould have in their Thoughts, 
Hearts and Aﬀections. And, (2.) Ly draw- 
ing away their Hearts and Aﬀections from 
it. Now that the Word may grow to Fruit, 
the Heart muſt be ſet to the Word, as Mo- 
ſes direCts the I/rae/ttes, Deur.3 2.46.to ſet 
their Hearts to all the Words which he had 
teſtihed among them. But theſe Cares, the 
Deceitfulneſs of Riches, Ec. carry away 
the Strength of the Heart and Aﬀections 
from the Word unto the World, as nc- 
Xious Weeds draw away the Strength of 
the Earth from good Sced. 

Thus, Sirs, Cares, Riches, and World- Y 
ly Pleatures; z. e. (1.) Earthly-minded- - } 
neſs. (2.) Crouds of FEarthly Buſineſs, 
(3.) Inceſiant Cogitations and -Communi- 
cations about the things of this World, 
which divide and multiply themſelves into 
an infinite variety. And, (4.) Lawiul 
and Honeſt Cares and Thoughts of our 
Callings, Affairs, Trade and Buſineſs , 
that come in unſeaſonably : I ſay, theſe 
choak the Fruit of Converſion, . Repen- 
tance, Reformation , SanGifhcation and 
Salvation in Thouſands, and cauſe poor 
and ſorry Fruit in others, 
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Th: Holy Apoſtle Fames exhorts, To 
lay apart all Filthineſs, and Superfluity of 


B; 


Jam. 1.21; 


1 Nawughtineſs, and recerve with Meeneſs 

1 the Engrafted Word, which 1s able to ſave 

b Souls. $0 likewiſe the Ape it'e Peter CX- | per, 2. 1; 
4 horts 70 /ay aſide all Malice, Guile , Hypo- 2. 


crifies, Envies, &c. —And as new born 
Babes, deſire the ſincere Milk of the Word, 
that ye may grow thereby. In both theſe 
places the Holy Apoltles lay down the 
| Duty incumbent on them that would pro- 
fit by the Word; and this 1s to meke way 
for It to come to ti.cir Hearts, and room 
for it in their Hearts, by removing of Im- 
pediments and Ob{tructions out of the way, 
Tiixſe are their own Corruptions and Luſts 
hcre particularly enumerated , all Filtht- 
neſs, and Snperfluity of Naughrineſs ; 
theſe are Spiritnal Briars and Brambles 
that choak the precious S2ed of the Word. 
Therefore remove ani do away theſe Im- 
pediments, and abide and abound more 
and mo-e in the Fruit of Righteonſaefs, 
and your Labour ſha'l not be 11 vain the 
Lord. 


ERRATA, 


Age 10. line 10, for was r. were, I, 27. f. Barren 
r. Bare, P. 15. |. 31. TI. God's. p. 22. 1. 10.T. there's 
not one, but many of theſe ;, and the Vineyard is tantum 
non, turned into— p. 23. 1. laſt, f. Groan r. Grow. p. 28. 
I. 31. f. wer, He, and |, 32. r. in 7uventute. p. 31+ |. 
16, f. on r, an. P.37. 1. 20, t. Humbled r, Stumbled. Pp. 
39. I. 25. I. Angelos. P. 42.1. 12. f. her. we. p. 43. l. 
31. f. ſince T. hence, P. 5l.l. 24. I. were. P. 54.1. 21. 
r. Penitenduin. p. 55. 1. 5.dele the. p. 57. l. 9. I. Im- 
punity, 1. 27. I. this. p. 58. 1. 9. f. that Tr. and. 1.11.7, 
leſa. 1. 12.1. fremiad. 1.13. f. per ſare Ir. penſare. P. 62. 
I. 2, f. ſake r. fate, p. 63.1. 24.dele they. p. 64. l. 7. t. 
Growth r. Grow. p. 79. Il. 27. I. wearying. P. 88. l. 19. 
r. Confirmeth. p. 103. I. 17. f.on r. one. Þ. 120. 1. 25, 
27. f. onr. 0. Pe. 124.1. 4. add depend, p. 125. 1.27. 
add Him. p. 128. I, 24. f. Chriſt r. the Text. Mat. 3. 
IO. P. 135« I. 3. fe. bis r. this. p. 141. l. 7. ft. premiſoy 
T. precurſor. P- 145+ 1. 12. f. Inviſible tr. Invincible, p. 
147. 1.8. f. Citation r. Situation. P. 147. 1. 23. add 
ſuch as. p. 161. |. 2. r. Grateful. p. 172, |. 28. f. 
Sheep r. ſleep. P+ 175. 1. 19. add me. 
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A Catalogue of Books Printed for, and are 
to be ſold by Edward Giles, Bookſeller in «+ 
Norwich, zear the Market-place. 


| Everal Diſcourſes concerning Actual 
Providence. 

A Word in Seaſon. 

Defenſive Armour againſt four of $Sa- 
tan's moſt Fiery Darts. 

Sermons upon the whole firſt and ſecond 
Chapters of the Canzcles, 

Thirteen S:rmons upon ſeveral Uſeful 
Subjects. 

The Happineſs of Brethren dwelling to- 
gether in Unity. All publiſhed by Fobr 
Collings, D. D. of Norwich. 

The Way of the Spirit in bringing Souls 
to Chriſt. 

The Glory of Chriſt ſet forth, with the 
Neceſlity of Faith, in ſeveral Sermons. 
Both by Mr. Tho. A//en, late Paſtor of a 
Church of Chriſt ar Norwzch. 

Enoch's Walk with God, and Chriſt a 
Chriſtian's Gain. By Mr. T:mothy Armi- 
zage, late Paſtor ofa Church of Chriſt at 
Norwich. 

Precious Promiſes the Portion of Over- 
comers. By Mr, Fohn Lowgher, Miniſter 
in Norfolk. 

The 


* ww & = 


4X a5. 


"BR 0k by Edward Giles, 
"The Saints Ebenezer. By Mr. Francis 
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Engltſh, late Miniſter in Norwich. Þ 
Directions to Spell Engliſh right, q* 
The Hiſtory of the Proteſtant Reforma- | 44 

tion, as it was begun by Luther. I; 


The Dead Saints Spccking ; being a | p 
Sermon Preached upon the Death of Mr. 


Newcomb, in Eſſex. By Mr. Fairfax. = 
The Ordinary Matter of Prayer drawn | x 
into Queſtions and Anſwers. b 


Two Treatiſes; the firſt, Of Reſoicing | 1 
in the Lord Jeſus in all Conditions. The 
ſecond, Of a Chriſtian's Hope in Heaven, | T 
and Freedom from Condemnation by I 
Chriſt, Both by Mr. Robert Afty, late | n 
Miniſter of Teſus Chriſt in Norwzch. n 

Obedience to Magiſtrates recommended 
in a Sermon Pieached, Sepr. 9. 1683. By || ( 
Jonathan Clapham, R<eEtor of Warplingham 
H Norfol Re C 

Two Diſcourſes; one of Spiritual Bleſ- Þ 7 
tings, the other, that God hath an high } / 
2ccount cf the leaſt Grace in the Saints, 
By Mr. 7chn Cromwell, late Paſtor of a 


Ciwrch of Chriſt in Norwzch. 
Infant Baptiſm of Chriit's Appointment. Þ} « 

By Mr. Samuel Petto, Paſtcr of a Church 

in Sudbury in Suffolk. 
Of the Converhion of Sinners to God in Þ| {+ 


Chriſt. The Neceſſity, Nature, Means | 
and Signs of it; with a Concluding Speech 
to the Unconveiarted, 

An Anſwer to Tho. Grantham's Book. 
called, 


called, A Dialogue between the Baptiſt and 


| Presbyterian. 


A Sermon preached upon the Death of 
that Pious and Learned Divine, . Fob Col- 
linees, D. D. All by Mr. Martin Finch, 
Paſtor of a Church of Chriſt in Norwzch. 

Sincerity.or the Upright Man's walk to 


' Heaven, dclivered in ſeveral Sermons, in 


the Pariſh Church of St, Michael, in Long 
Statton in Norfolk, by Mr. James Olfield, 
late Miniſter there. 

Altexipharmacon Spirituale : Being a 
Defenhive againſt the poyſon and ſting of 
Death; or the great expedient how to 
make the Bed of the Grave ſo eahie that we 
may lay downin peace and take our reſt, 

A Plea for Abatements in Matters of 
Conformity. 

A Sermon preached upon the 3oth day 
of Fan. 1695. All by Mr. Sam. Snowden, 
Miniſter of the Goſpel in Newton in Nor- 
folk. 

Ciriſt ſet forth in ſeveral Sermons, up- 
on the 7th Chapter to the Hebrews. By 
Mr. Rzb. Ottee, late Paſtor of a Church of 
Chriſt in Beccles in Suffolk. 

Sacramental Diſcourſes on ſeveral Sub- 
jects: To which is added ; a Diſcourſe of 


| the Life of Faith. By Chryſtopher Amma- 


rant, Paſtor of a Church in Southripps in 
Norfolk. 

A Diſcovery of Audacious Inſolence a- 
gainſt the Doctrine of the Church of Eng- 
land, 


Bookſeller int Norwich, 090 "Y 


"Books dold by Edward Giles, 
Jand, vented in a Malicious Pamphlet, by 
Thomas Grantham. 

A Practical Diſcourſe upon the 8th of 
the Romans. 

A Brief and Plain Diſcovrſe upon the 
Decrees of God. Both by Nath. Wiles. 

The right way of ſecking God, in a 
Sermon preached at Great Tarmouth. By 
Mr. Fames Hannot, Paitor of a Church of 
Chriſt there. 

The Hiſtory of the Birth, Life, Sufter- 
ings and Death of our bleſſed Saviour. By} 
Mr. Henry Brett, of Pulbam in Norfolk., 

The excecding abundant Grace of Godf 
diſplayed, in the Converſion of W:/l:am| 
Gymar, a Penitent Malefactor and wrkl 
derer, who was executed on the Caſtle-| 
Hill of Norwich, September 4. 1696, ' 
Written by Fohz Lucas. 

The Mutual Duries of Elders and Peo- 
ple. By ZFobn Stackhouſe, Elder of a Church | 
of Chriſt in Norwzch. þ 
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